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Dear All,

Welcome to the January edition of the school newsletter. We hope 
that the newsletter will bring a little brightness in these cold and 
gloomy days.

Our Sixth Formers have been sitting their PPE (Mock) examinations 
during this month and are working very hard to prepare for their final 
examinations. Year 11 have their second set of PPE’s in the next couple 
of weeks and their actual practical GCSE examinations start in just 
over 6 weeks time. I would ask you to keep all of these students and 
their teachers in your thoughts and prayers over the coming months 
as they work hard to get the grades that they need to take the next 
step in their lives. 

Also in this edition, we say thank you and happy retirement to Mr 
Wilson who was our Sites Manager for the last 14 years.

Finally, we say goodbye and thank you to Mr Stock who emigrates 
to Canada in a few days. In Ireland, there is a phrase we use to pay 
tribute on occasions such as this ‘ni bheidh ā leithēid aris anis’ which 
roughly translates as ‘we shall not see his like again’ or ‘he cannot be 
replaced’.

We wish Mr Stock every joy and happiness for the future. We will miss 
him.  

God Bless

Mrs D Lennon
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News From Chaplaincy

The Chapel Stewards

Advent Foodbank Collection:

Throughout the Advent season at the end of last Term, St. John Fisher Catholic School collected food 
for the local foodbank. You might remember we did this in Lent which was very successful. Our Advent 
collection also proved our school community had not forgotten the true meaning of Christmas by giving 
generously to others.

Christmas can be a difficult time for some families but through our donations, St. John Fisher School has 
managed to help those who truly need it during this time of year. 

Sixth Former Chloe Tuttle and Head Boy Joshua Allingham helped Mr Jones from Chaplaincy deliver the 
food to the foodbank on Ordnance Street which they were especially grateful for.  

Thanks to the contribution of staff and students across all Year Groups, we were able to collect enough 
food to fill four whole shopping bags and a large box to be donated. Donations varied from tins, dried/
packaged food, biscuits and cartons of drink to help supply those in need.  

Mrs P Leach and Mr M Jones Chaplaincy Team. 
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News From Chaplaincy

The Chapel Stewards

Chapel Stewards from each year group met this month to discuss fund raising ideas for their chosen 
Charities. Each year group has chosen a Charity to support for the year.

Year 7 Charity     Year 8 Charity  Year 9 Charity

   Year 10 Charity   Year 11 Charity Year 12/13 Charity

Also in Chaplaincy we are continuing with our weekly Class Reflections in the Chapel at Registration.  

Date for the Diary
2nd February 2018 Presentation of our Lord 

Prayer
The presentation of our Lord

All- powerful Father,
Christ your Son became man for us and was presented in the temple. 

May he free our hearts from sin and bring us into your presence.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

Mrs P Leach and Mr M Jones Chaplaincy Team. 
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Alan Wilson 
Retirement

It is with sadness we announce the retirement of our long time Site Manager Alan Wilson who left St John 
Fisher shortly before Christmas. Alan, who joined the School some 14 years ago would be seen regularly 
around both sites at all hours of the day and night, fixing and tending to various aspects of the school’s 
property. We hope that he will now have the time and opportunity to enjoy sitting back at home listening 
to his beloved Status Quo, and tending to his garden which he loves. He will be sorely missed here by all 
at St John Fisher. 

We wish him and his family well for a long and happy retirement.

Mr M Headon
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SJF pre-university lecture series

St John Fisher’s new pre-university lecture 
series has gotten off to a very successful 
start. The first lecture, delivered by Joe 
Williams (a science teacher from St John 
Fisher), explored why we sleep and why 
we dream. In the next lecture, which was 
attended by over one hundred students, 
parents and teachers, we were privileged 
to have Dr Alex Lee from University College 
London take a lecture on using historical 
sources to understand the Plague. 
 
These lectures are open to all students 
and parents, whether considering going to 
university or just interested in learning new 
knowledge. They will take place from 3.20-
4pm in the upper site school hall. Please 
arrive before 3.20pm for a prompt start. 

The dates and titles of the next five lectures can be found in the table below: 

Date Title
23rd January Willpower: a limited resource?
30th January Can we map the smells of a city?
6th February This means war: the rapid expansion of the Roman Empire
20th February The wonders of Chemistry
27th February A history of the Universe in under an hour

Among these lecturers are academics from the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, two of the highest-
ranking universities in the UK and the world. We look forward to seeing you there and learning new 
knowledge together. 

Dr Lee lecturing on the Plague

A student asking an interesting question 
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Year 8 students successful in the Sutton Scholars Programme

In December last year, eleven of our brightest year 8 students applied for the prestigious and highly-
competitive Sutton Scholars Programme run by University College London (UCL) and the Sutton Trust. The 
programme is designed to teach very able students knowledge that is beyond what they learn at school, 
and in doing so learn teamwork and leadership skills as well. 

There were over 450 applications for only 120 places, but we are very pleased and proud to announce that 
9 students were successfully accepted onto the programme. These students will travel to the university in 
London to take part in the first days of the programme during the February half term. 

Exciting opportunity for young scientists

 

On the weekend of the 28th and 29th April, Imperial College London are hosting their annual science 
festival, the Imperial Festival. This is a weekend dedicated to sharing the best science and arts on offer at 
Imperial, with hundreds of free workshops, interactive stands, tours and performances taking place. The 
festival will take place at the university’s South Kensington Campus, a 30-minute walk from Victoria train 
station.  

The events programme for the festival has not been released yet but to find out more information, 
please visit https://www.imperial.ac.uk/festival/ 

Mr J Williams

Students enjoying group work on the 2017 Sutton Scholars Programme
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Mr Stock joined St John Fisher Catholic School in 2010 as an assistant headteacher. He subsequently became the 
senior assistant headteacher, also known as the deputy headteacher in July 2014     .

As Mr Stock leaves not just St John fisher but the UK to start a new life with his family in Canada, we have taken some time to reflect on what staff and 
students think of Mr Stock.                                       

 There is no doubt that our loss is very much Canada’s gain. We plan to stay in touch with Mr Stock and hope that he will come back to vivit when we move 
into our brand new building.

Finally, we would all like to thank MrStock for all the work he has done for hundreds of students in his time at St John Fisher. We really hope and pray that he 
will be happy and also that he will never ever forget us.

 “he is safe”
“he’s always there for you”  “He’s a really nice 

person”

 “He will help you if 
he can”

“Mr Stock won’t let you 
down”

“he really wants students to do well”

Staff have saidQuotes collected from students 
range from  
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Year 13 University Offers

January is an exciting time for Year 13 students as the majority have received 
offers for University. Some receive conditional offers which are dependent 
on students achieving certain grades and some unconditional which means 
students just have to complete their courses. I am pleased to say that due 
to strong applications this year our students have again received some
unconditional offers. Students have received offers from a number of Russel Group Universities such as 
University of Surrey, University of Sussex, Warwick University and University of Southampton. 

We encourage our students to set their aspirations high and we were extremely pleased that a SJF student 
this year achieved an interview for Cambridge University passing the Cambridge Entrance Examination 
for History. Unfortunately, she narrowly missed out on a place due to the extremely strong calibre of 
applicants however she found the whole experience worthwhile and rewarding.

Current offers include:

University       Degree Course

University of Brighton  Sport Journalism
Canterbury Christ Church University  Games Design
Canterbury Christ Church University  Primary Education, Upper Primary (5-11), QTS
University of Greenwich  BEng (Hons) Design, Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
University of Hertfordshire  Fashion & Textiles Foundation Degree
University of Kent  Criminology and Sociology
Loughborough University  Politics
Middlesex University  Graphic Design with Foundation Year
University of Nottingham  Politics and International Relations
University of Reading  History
University of Southampton  Criminology and Psychology
University of Surrey  Computer Science
University of Surrey  Accounting and Finance
University of Surrey  Biomedical Science
University of Surrey  Electronic Engineering with Computer Systems 
University of Sussex  Politics
University of Wolverhampton  Social Care
York St John University  War Studies

 

Mrs E Bailey
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Careers Event

Careers event for youngsters making decisions 

A free careers advice event on Friday, 16 February 2018 has been designed to support learners in years 
11, 12 and 13 who are making important career decisions.

Organised by Medway Council the event is hosted by Medway University Technical College and runs 
from 10am-3pm.

Employers, training providers and speakers across business, banking, law, transport, engineering, 
construction, health, sport and the Armed Forces will be there (see below). Practical support will be on 
hand via CV workshops and appointments with professional advisors.

• Scott S P Wildman, Centre Director, University of Kent
• Squadron Leader Anil Chauhan, Royal Air Force
• Warrant Officer 1st Class John Moore MCGI,  Royal Navy
• Captain E L  Ruggles  - Royal Engineers, British Army
• Kim Hollands, Training & Competence Manager, South East Rail
• Jo Kay, Recruitment Manager, Kreston Reeves
• Matt Latimer, Gap 360 Schools Co-ordinator
• Jenny Young – Head of Skills Strategy EDPC South East / Engineering Construction Industry 

Training Board

Parents, carers and guardians are encouraged to attend. Adults can also benefit and get a fresh 
perspective on their own jobs. People who have left school without a career, and who are not in 
education, training or employment, are also welcome.

For further information, to book a CV workshop or make an appointment with a training careers advisor 
at the event, please email business.support@medway.gov.uk

The event location at Medway UTC is South Side, Three Road, Chatham Kent ME4 4FQ.
 
http://www.medway.gov.uk/schoolsandeducation/careersevent.aspx                                          Mrs E Bailey
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CAFOD Visit

Religious Education students at St John Fisher were delighted to welcome Maggie Melville from CAFOD on 
Monday 8th of January. Maggie was here to deliver a presentation to Year 8 and Year 10 students on the 
work of CAFOD in lesser developed areas.  Maggie’s presentations were extremely well received by the 
students. The presentations began with a ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire’ style quiz as an introduction to 
the work of CAFOD. Questions were asked about topics such as: where they operate, how they operate, 
and also why they do what they do. This was extremely useful for year 10 students as CAFOD is a topic 
on their GCSE course. The students were then asked to complete a sorting task centred around CAFOD’s 
motivation for engaging in the work they do. They were given nine reasons for CAFOD’s work and in their 
groups were asked to rank them in order of highest importance to lowest. This caused a lively debate 
amongst the students about biblical and humanitarian motivations for helping others. In the final session, 
students were given a budget task. The students were given a ‘budget’ of £10,000. They were then 
presented with a series of ‘projects’ that could be run in developing areas. Each project varied in cost and 
the students were asked to ‘fund’ what they thought was best within their budget. This again encouraged 
major debate amongst the students, each student championing the different projects, for example: a 
peace building project, a health clinic and a chicken business. At the end of the debate the majority of 
students thought that beginning a chicken business was the best solution. 

The students were a credit to the school and it was lovely to receive feedback from Maggie who said, 
‘delightful students, really thoughtful and engaged’ and ‘surprised me at the end of each session when all 
the students listened respectfully and quietly to the words of Oscar Romero.’ 

Overall, this visit was a huge success and Maggie will be returning to visit other groups in the very near 
future.

Mr A Jennings
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Address: 27 Railway Street, Chatham, Kent, ME4 4RH      

Tel: 01634 843044

Email: enquiries@chathamdentists.co.uk                     

Website: www.chathamdentists.co.uk

Saturday dental appointments for children

It is considered essential that all children should attend regular dental appointments for checkups. To 

minismise the impact on students attendance to school, Dr Lupin has opened up Saturday morning 

appointments for children to attend at his practice. 

They can carry out full dental examinations, give dietary and tooth-brushing advice and apply fluoride 

where appropriate. 

The facility is provided under the NHS, and is completely free. 

If you are interested or need further information please see the website, or contact the surgery by email 

or telephone. 

Miss T Chapman
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2017 – 2018

START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 to Friday 20th October 2017

Autumn Break Monday 23rd October 2017 to Friday 27th October 2017

TERM 2 Monday 30th October 2017 to Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Break Monday 25th December 2017 to Friday 5th January 2018

TERM 3 Monday 8th January 2018 to Friday 9th February 2018

February Break Monday 12th February 2018 to Friday 16th February 2018

TERM 4 Monday 19th February 2018 to Thursday 29th March 2018

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 30th March 2018

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 2nd April 2018

Easter Break Tuesday 3rd April 2018 to Friday 13th April 2018

TERM 5 Tuesday 17th April 2018 to Friday 25th May 2018

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018

May Break Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018

TERM 6 Monday 4th June 2018 to Friday 20th July 2018  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 4th September 2017
Open Day - Saturday 14th October 2017
School closed - Friday 20th October 2017 in lieu of Open Day

TERM 2 Friday 22nd December 2017

TERM 5 Monday 16th April 2018

TERM 6 Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


