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Dear Friends of St John Fisher Catholic School,

Welcome to our April issue of our newsletter where we give you a flavour of 
life in the school over the last few weeks.

You will read about and see the photos of our delayed World Book Day. I 
would like to say sincere thanks to our fantastic English department and to 
Miss Watson in particular for their hard work which meant that we had such 
an enjoyable day. 

Over the Easter holidays whilst many people were having a break, Year 11, 
Year 12 and Year 13 students were in school working hard with their teachers 
in preparation for their examinations. These sessions were extremely useful 
to students, and would not have happened without our dedicated staff.

Examinations have started and will continue for the next eight weeks. I would 
please ask that you remember all of our students in your thoughts and prayers 
during this time. 

God Bless

Mrs Lennon
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News From Chaplaincy

Pope Francis’ 2018 Easter Message and Blessing

Dear brothers and sisters,

The words heard by the women at the tomb are also addressed to us: “Why do you seek the living among 
the dead? He is not here but has risen” (Lk 24:5-6). Death, solitude and fear are not the last word. There 
is a word that transcends them, a word that only God can speak: it is the word of the resurrection (cf. 
JOHN PAUL II, Conclusion of the Way of the Cross, 18 April 2003). By the power of God’s love, it “dispels 
wickedness, washes faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out hatred, 
fosters concord and brings down the mighty” (Easter Proclamation). 

Dates for the Diary 

Holy Day of Obligation  10th May Ascension of the Lord (Solemnity)
Pentecost Sunday          20th May

Mrs P Leach and Mr M Jones Chaplaincy Team.

Pope Francis’ 2018 
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
March 2018

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate 1 student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 

on the A floor which shows the students that have achieved student of the month for each subject as 
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month March 2018

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work in Art and 
overall commitment to your work.

For producing excellent work 
in Sports Studies and overall 
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Travel & Tourism and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Foundation Learning and 
overall commitment to your 

work.

For producing excellent 
work in Art and overall 

commitment to your work.
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University of Kent Summer School 

Over 40 St John Fisher students in year 10 applied to the 
University of Kent’s Summer School before the Easter 
break. If successful, these students will be invited to stay 
for four nights on the Canterbury Campus from Tuesday 
31st July to Friday 3rd August. They will experience 
lectures, seminars and workshops on different subjects 
within their field of choice (humanities, social sciences 
or sciences) so that they are better informed when they 
come to make a decision regarding the course they 
pursue in the future. The University will also organise 
social events in the evening, where the students will learn 
more about the range of societies and clubs on offer at 
University. We will find out in the next month whether the 
students have been successful. 

 Mr J Williams

University of Kent students enjoying 
the view of Canterbury Cathedral 

Free science exhibition in London

The Royal Society are hosting their free annual science exhibition from 2nd-8th July. The purpose of this 
exhibition is to display cutting-edge scientific research happening at the moment across the country. 
Visitors will be able to participate in 22 exhibits, many of which will have fun hands-on activities and 
experiments to try out. There will also be lots of fascinating talks from world-famous scientists, explaining 
the discoveries they have made over the last year. Visitors do not have to sign up to attend. 

For more information on this event, please visit the website:

https://royalsociety.org/science-events-and-lectures/2018/summer-science-exhibition/visitor-
information/ 

or search “Royal Society Science 
Exhibition” in Google. 

Be part of the science of the future 
by visiting the Royal Society’s science 
exhibition

Mr J Williams

The Royal Society                      2018
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Parents Support Group 2018
For parents of children with ADHD & linked issues

Monday  7 – 9pm. Cost £1

Monday Evening

23rd April
14th May
11th June

3rd July
10th Sept

SUNDAY16th Sept

: Karen Foot. Danecourt - Reward & Praise Charts.
: TBA
: Trevor Dyer. Aztec Learning Disabled Services. Bob Mahay Kent Police.
: Sofie Wheeldon, Jade Griffiths - Child Health Services. ‘Self Esteem’ 
: Julie Taylor. EP
: CELEBRATION of ADHD

Share a coffee with people who listen

St Augustine's Church Room, Rock Av. Gil. ME7 5PW
Tel:  Lesley Lucock: 01634   851312     email:lesley.lucock@btopenworld.com

Lisa Scarrott email:   loxenham005@icloud.com
www.staspsg.wixsite.com/adhd

ADHD Afternoon Club 2018
For parents of children with ADHD & linked issues

Monday 12:30 - 2:30pm. Cost £1

Monday: Afternoon

23rd April
14th May

11 th June
3rd July

10th Sept
16th Sept

: Jo Blamires KAT Dealing with Change
: Keith Clear.  Co-Chair Medway Parents & Carers Forum
: TBA
: Sofie Wheeldon & Jade Griffiths Child Health team. ‘Anxiety’
: Charlton Athletics
: CELEBRATION of ADHD

Light Lunch will be available for additional donation

Share a coffee with people who listen

St Augustine's Church Room, Rock Av. Gil. ME7 5PW
Tel:  Lesley Lucock: 01634   851312     email:lesley.lucock@btopenworld.com

Lisa Scarrott email:   loxenham005@icloud.com
www.staspsg.wixsite.com/adhd
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Art wasn’t the only subject to promote extra-curricular work: the KS4 creative 
writing club, CREW Club, ran a competition in term 3 for students across KS3 and 
KS4. They invited students to enter the competition by writing a creative story or 
poem inspired by the opening lines from a range of famous novels. The prizes were 
awarded by year group categories. The winner of the year 7 category was Nkosilathi 
Kulube, with the runners up prizes awarded to Micah Saji and Ellie Emery. The 
winner of the year 8 category was Ore Ojo, with the runners up prizes awarded to 
David Vincent and Izabela Chiari. The winner of the year 9 category was Ameena 
Rahman, with the runners up prizes awarded to Zizi Igiehon and Hanien Askar. The 
winner of the year 10 category was Jude Rowe, with the runners up prizes awarded 
to Aleksei Maksimov and Wiktoria Olbrys. Congratulations to all those who won a 
prize; the judges were impressed with the high quality of the entries. Further to 
running the writing competition, the CREW club also sold a range of delicious treats 
on Upper Site to raise money for their extracurricular activities.

I am pleased to say that World Book Day was a real success and, as well as enjoying 
a range of different topics, students have raised £628.42 for the literacy charity, 
BookTrust. Thank you to all students who made a positive contribution to the day 
and to those staff who took extra care in making the day a truly enjoyable experience.

Miss M. Watson.

On Thursday 29th March, students from all year groups celebrated World Book Day. 
The day began with students arriving in fancy dress or their own clothes to raise 
money for a literacy charity. It was fantastic to see the creativity of those students 
and staff that came in fancy dress on the day. We were particularly impressed by the 
costumes of Ellie Emery, Holly Climpson, Mika Dray, Ellie Jordan and Alyssa Green. It 
wasn’t just the students that delighted in dressing up: Mrs Tate seamlessly morphed 
into a rather fierce-looking Professor Umbridge; Ms Rose was resplendent as nosey 
reporter Rita Skeeter and Mr Williams had trouble keeping the grease out of his eyes 
when he took on the role of Professor Snape.

Once students were settled in their form room, the celebrations really began with 
students participating in a Hogwarts-style ‘sorting’; students in all year groups 
weighed up their  personal attributes, likes and dislikes, eventually finding themselves 
being sorted into either Gryffindor, Slytherin, Ravenclaw or Hufflepuff. In form time, 
students also heard about the inspirational background of J. K. Rowling and how she 
became one of the most popular British writers ever. 

After form, students made their way to lessons, with many students being given the 
opportunity to attend subjects not usually on the school curriculum... Students who 
arrived expecting their usual science lesson were instead greeted by a formidable 
Professor Snape and (a slightly diminished) Professor Hagrid for their potions 
lesson. Instead of English, students took a magical journey through the world of 
Harry Potter; History introduced students to the historical backgrounds to the 
novels’ more fantastical elements; in French, students worked to save their ‘pocket 
money’ so that they could buy Dobby the house elf’s freedom. Art took a different 
tack and dedicated a substantial amount of their work this term to the creation of 
several artistic pieces inspired by the novels: a special thank you is due to Mr Clark 
for organising the topic around World Book Day this term. A special mention is made 
of Muntaha Ahmed in year 9 who has produced some beautiful illustrations for the 
novels.
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ACTIVITIES
To the left is a picture of
Colegio Mundial School.

While I was in Mozambique
we went and visited a
Crocodile farm where over
200 Crocodiles lived and we
had the opportunity to go
and stand in their cage. They
were captured and taken in so
that they could later on be
used for their skin.
We also had the chance to go
on Nick’s boat and sail along
the Zambezi. We saw a group
of 9 hippos in the water and
then 2 crocodiles swimming
around. 

“
From the

Streets to a
Family Home

Nick and Marlene have
rescued 8 street boys over the
last year and a half. They foster 
seven of them and the
youngest, who is 18 months 
old, is being adopted by another
couple who are members of
the Pioneer 61 team.
These boys were all brought
up in really poor families -
most of them were abandoned
or their parents have died.
The youngest is 9 and the
oldest is 18.
The two oldest (18 & 14), Nick
and Marlene have known since
they first moved to Tete
Mozambique. They moved
them from the street to an
orphanage and made a
promise to them that one day
they will come and get them
and bring them home. 3 years
later they came back for them
and since then they have been
part of the family.

SCHOOL
TWINNING
VISIT
We went and visited the school
that the rescued boys go to, called
Colegio Mundial School, and had
a meeting with the Head Director.
I talked to him about linking our
school to theirs and he said that
he would love to do that. He gave
us his contact details and told us
to contact him to give more
information about the process of
linking and what we will do
between both schools.

HELPING
WOMEN’S
GROUPS

Pioneer 61 also tries to support 
women in Mozambique who have 
to work as prostitutes. Most of 
the women are trafficked from 
Zimbabwe and work as prostitutes 
to earn money to keep themselves 
and their children alive. Marlene 
regularly takes food in for them, 
so we went and helped her with this. 
Here is a picture of me helping serve 
food to the women.

WHITE AS
SNOW
PROJECT
Marlene rescues prostitutes and
provides them with jobs and pays
them a good wage. She called this 
business ‘White as Snow’. The 
women make jewellery with beads 
made out of paper by rolling up 
paper, gluing it and then painting
 and glossing. White as Snow is a 
project that is ran by Pioneer 61 
where they have employed about 
20 women and completely 
transformed their lives.

More information 
Nick and Marlene Boyd started up Pioneer 61 about 6 years ago. 1t  is  a charity

where they take in homeless boys off  the street  and foster them until  they are
grown up. Currently they have 7 boys and pay for them all  to attend to a private
school (Colegio Mundial.)  As well  as this Nick and Marlene have adopted a l i t t le

boy called Praise and Marlene runs the White as Snow Project.
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Year 11 Foundation Learning Business Retail trip to Asda.

The Year 11 level 1 Business Retail class went to Asda on Wednesday 28th March to find out about Health 
and safety and stock control at the store.  

We had a tour of the store, warehouse and staff areas. Leonie Samways, the Community Liaison from 
Asda, gave us a talk about the store and job opportunities and the students asked a range of questions to 
help with their BTEC Coursework. We also had the opportunity to speak to the Floor Manager 
and the store Pharmacist about their job roles and why they choose to work at Asda. We were given 
information about training and apprenticeship opportunities and took lots of photos!

Mrs A Field

Football Results

Another seasons has come to a close for our school football teams.  Team from year 8, 9 and 10 played in 
leagues against their respective age groups from school across Medway.  

The final league positions for each year group are:

Year 8 - 5th 
Year 9 – 5th

Year 10 – 4th 

The managers of each team would like to award the following students the Player of the Year.

Year 8  -  TJ Morris
Year 9 – Johnson Anyanwy

Year 10 – Mbeggan Cole

The PE department would like to thank all those students who played for the teams.  For giving up their 
time to represent the school and for the professional attitude they displayed on the pitch.

Mr S Gough
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2017 – 2018

START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 to Friday 20th October 2017

Autumn Break Monday 23rd October 2017 to Friday 27th October 2017

TERM 2 Monday 30th October 2017 to Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Break Monday 25th December 2017 to Friday 5th January 2018

TERM 3 Monday 8th January 2018 to Friday 9th February 2018

February Break Monday 12th February 2018 to Friday 16th February 2018

TERM 4 Monday 19th February 2018 to Thursday 29th March 2018

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 30th March 2018

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 2nd April 2018

Easter Break Tuesday 3rd April 2018 to Friday 13th April 2018

TERM 5 Tuesday 17th April 2018 to Friday 25th May 2018

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018

May Break Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018

TERM 6 Monday 4th June 2018 to Friday 20th July 2018  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 4th September 2017
Open Day - Saturday 14th October 2017
School closed - Friday 20th October 2017 in lieu of Open Day

TERM 2 Friday 22nd December 2017

TERM 5 Monday 16th April 2018

TERM 6 Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


