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Dear Parents/Friends of SJF,

Welcome to the March edition of our newsletter. It has been another 

busy month at St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School. Many of 

our articles have been written by our students. The GCSE and A level 

examinations have started, with several practical exams happening. 

Students have been attending revision sessions with their teachers 

from 7am until late at night. We have had moderation visits for our 

practical subjects as well which have been successful thus far. During 

the forthcoming holidays, we have our Easter forum, where students 

will revise and learn exam techniques with their teachers. I’m very 

grateful to staff and students for their hard work and determination. 

I ask you please to keep the school community in your thoughts and 

prayers over the coming months.

God Bless you

Mrs D. Lennon
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Year 11 Student of the Month

March 2019
Every month, teachers are asked to nominate Year 11 students for Student of the Month. The student who is 
chosen as student of the month receives a Gold Behaviour Watch point and has a certificate posted home. All 
of our nominees receive a Silver Behaviour Watch Point. Our Year 11 Student of the month and nominees are 
displayed on the Year 11 Celebration Board on the D corridor.

Congratulations to our Year 11 Student of the month March 2019

The following students received nominations:

Arnold is hard working, helpful and happy 
but most importantly he is driven to 

achieve the best he possibly can and to 
stretch himself as much as possible.

Arnold Mukama

Toyosi 
Adeyemo

Adrian 
Catacutan

Erin 
Convey

Eduardo Da 
Silva

Andrew 
Fortunati

Adriana 
Serepec

Manu 
Sibichan

Chloe 
Stone

Charlie 
Tandy

Arter 
Trimailovs

Akselz 
Grintels

Nikola 
Zajac

Shannon 
Marsh

Marcus 
Hernandez
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Year 10 ‘The Woman in Black’ Trip

On Thursday 21st March, the Year 10 GCSE Drama class went to The Fortune Theatre, in London’s Covent 
Garden, to watch the acclaimed play ‘The Woman in Black’. The play is based on the book of same name 
that was, more recently, adapted for the screen.

Susan Hill’s acclaimed ghost story comes dramatically alive in Stephen Mallatratt’s ingenious stage 
adaptation. Now entering its 30th year in the West End, Robin Herford’s gripping production is a brilliantly 
successful study in atmosphere, illusion and controlled horror.

A lawyer, obsessed with a curse that he believes has been cast over him and his family, engages a sceptical 
young actor to help him tell his terrifying story. It all begins innocently enough, but then, as they reach 
further into his darkest memories, they find themselves caught up in a world of eerie marshes and moaning 
winds and the Woman in Black draws near...

The trip was to aid students in preparing for their final Year 11 exam where they will be asked to answer 
questions based on a live performance that they have seen. By watching and evaluating ‘The Woman in 
Black’ in lesson, the students will be able to understand more about drama and theatre and the ways in 
which professional drama is created.

As well as experiencing the intense and frightening moments of the play, students were also given a tour 
of London’s ‘Theatreland’ and allowed to explore Covent Garden. They took in the sights and enjoyed the 
scare they received from one of Covent Garden’s many human statues – foreshadowing what was to come 
in the play itself! All the students who attended were ambassadors for the school that day and it was so 
lovely to see them enjoying London’s theatre culture.

Miss S Dare
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
February 2019

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate 1 student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as 

well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month February 2019

Student of the Month Nominees

Applied Student of the Month of
February 2019 for 

Health and Social Care

For producing excellent work 
in Hospitality and overall 

commitment to your work.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Science (Level 3) and 

overall commitment to your 
work.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject

For producing excellent work 
in Travel & Tourism and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.
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www.stjohnfisher.school
Ordnance Street Chatham ME4 6SG

The application form and further information can be downloaded
from the school website: www.stjohnfisher.school. They

should be completed and emailed to a.bovis@stjohnfisher.school

If you would like to view the school, you are welcome to do so.
please contact Mrs Bovis to arrange a

mutually convenient appointment.
Closing date for applications Tuesday 30 April 2019 – 12 noon

Interviews will be held on Wednesday 8th May 2019

This is a really exciting opportunity to join a dynamic, innovative
and vibrant school as it continues to push for excellence.

St John Fisher is looking to appoint an enthusiastic and forward
thinking individual to support the liturgical and wider

Catholic life of the school. 

Are you passionate about developing the 
Catholic faith amongst young people?

Do you have the ability to inspire young people
and develop their faith? If so, this is the job for you!

Seeking Appointment of a Chaplain
at St John Fisher Catholic School 

St John Fisher
Catholic Comprehensive School
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consul t ing  

London Pulse Netball Trip 

Students

 
 
 

On Monday 11th March, St 
John Fisher students 
attended a London Pulse 
netball match at their home 
ground, the Copperbox 
Arena in London. 

Boys and Girls from Year 9 
and 10 attended the match 
between London Pulse and 
Team Bath as part of their 
GCSE PE studies. 

This was a unique 
opportunity for pupils to 
explore netball at a 
professional level and 
develop their understanding 
of the key components of 
netball including skills, 
  

tactics and officiating for 
their upcoming practical 
assessments. 

The trip was highly 
successful, with students 
being enthusiastic and 
exceptionally behaved. 
London Pulse were narrowly 
defeated by Team Bath 60-
64. The event provided a 
valuable learning 
experience for all involved. 

Once again, we would like 
to thank the students who 
represented the school 
proudly throughout and 
made the trip a success. 
 

,  
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consul t ing  

Basketball Competition  

  

 Brompton Academy 
 Greenacre 
 Holcombe Grammar 
 Howard 
 Hundred of Hoo 
 Rainham Mark 

Grammar 
 St John Fisher 
 Strood Academy 
 Victory Academy 
 Thomas Aveling 

 
 
 

A team of Year 7 and 8 boys 
from St John Fisher entered 
the Medway Schools 
Basketball competition on 
Thursday 7th March at 
Medway Park.  

The boys played in pool 
games against The Howard 
School, Victory Academy, 
Brompton Academy and 
Holcombe Grammar School.  
The boys won 1 game, drew 
1 game and lost 2 games.  
The boys played brilliantly 
and qualified through to the 
7th and 8th playoff game 
against Greenacre.  The 
boys norrowly lost this 
game, so finished the 
competition in 8th place. 

I would like to thank the 
boys for their hard work, 
dedication and above all the 
impeccable sportsmanship 
they conducted throughout 
the tournament.  The 
Physical Education 
department is extremely 
proud of their commitment 
to the school and the PE 
department. 
, 

David Miole 
Jake Hand 

George Moore 
Jack Seldon 

Michael Abidakun 
Clory Dos Santos 

Jon Ignacio 
David Ngene 
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Turning Over a New Leaf for Lent

As you will be aware, term four has brought the season 
of Lent swiftly upon us.  In their R.E. lessons, Year 7 have 
been learning the various ways Christians embrace 
this season, beginning with a community mass at St. 
Michael’s Church including an ashes service.  Students 
are exploring the traditional Lenten themes of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.  Our focus on almsgiving this 
year is directed to our whole school charity, Medway 
Street Angels.

Part of our Lenten preparation has been to consider 
how we might ourselves ‘turn over a new leaf’.  As 
such, Year 7 students have beautifully constructed 
some Lenten Trees, decorated with colourful leaves.  
Each of the double-sided leaves reflects something 
for which we might be sorry for and on the reverse 
our subsequent promises to make amends, or do 
something extra for Lent.

Mrs. C. Drain, Teacher of R.E.
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Year 11 PPEs

Year 11 have completed their final set of Pre-Public Examinations to help them to focus their revision in 
the last few teaching weeks before their formal examinations.  As always, I’d like to congratulate them on 
their mature attitude towards these examinations and their ongoing hard work and commitment to their 
studies.

Miss S Morris

Prefect Update

Our new prefects had their first meeting on Tuesday 12th 
March and are full of innovative and exciting ideas for a range 
of events and initiatives within the school.  I look forward to 
sharing more details with you as they become available.

Note: Unfortunately, there was an error in our previous 
newsletter.  Skie Elsey (KS4 environment prefect) is in Year 10, 
not Year 9.

Miss S Morris

Learning about Apprenticeships

On 22nd March, Year 12 and 13 students went on a trip to a careers event organised by Kelly Tolhurst 
MP.  Students spoke to apprenticeship organisations so that they could answer all the 
questions that students had. We were also given the opportunity to apply for 
relevant apprenticeships, including those in the hospitality industry.

A huge thanks from all the Sixth Formers to Mrs Egbuniwe for taking us on this 
trip, as it allowed us to explore the apprenticeships and make up our minds 
about what we want to do next year. 

Written by sixth form student from St. Lucy class, Paulina Kavaliauskaite
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Religious Education - Street Angels

For a Lenten project, the Religious Education department  is collecting 
donations for the Medway Street Angels. The Medway Street Angels 
support up to 70 homeless people in Medway. A focus for our school 
community has been Catholic Social Teaching and one of the key 
principles is ‘option for the poor’; through supporting the Medway 
Street Angels, students are more aware of how they have a part to 
play in changing the world. One student said, ‘The Christian message 
of loving your neighbour means we have to do our part.’ 

Amber Gilbert, an alumni of St John Fisher Catholic School, set up the Medway Street Angels charity three 
years ago. She saw that the number of homeless people on the streets of Medway was steadily increasing 
and wanted to do something about it. So with a few other volunteers, they began collecting donations and 
meeting to distribute to the homeless. They now provide a meal for anyone who is in need twice a week 
and distribute items to those in need.

Donations will continue to be accepted into Term 5. We are happy to accept clothes, non-perishable 
food items, household goods, tents and sleeping bags. Please bring donations to any Religious Education 
teacher, SB7 or B1!                                                                                                                                  Miss J Turner
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World Book Day

Following on from last year’s success, the staff and students of St. John Fisher 
Catholic School once again enjoyed celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 7th 
March. This year’s theme was ‘Heroes and Villains’. The day began with students 
arriving in fancy dress to raise money for the literacy charity, BookTrust. It was 
fantastic to see the creativity of those students and staff that came in fancy 
dress on the day. We were particularly impressed by the costumes of Shanea-
Mae Barnes, Ellen Fitzpatrick and Lillie Erwin of Year 7; Sara-Nikol Erolova, Ellie 
Emery, Chelsea Riley, Precious Onabanjo and Simran Rathore of Year 8; Samantha 
Fleming of Year 9; and Chris Hemingway and Kane Sargeantson of Year 10. 

It was truly wonderful to see so many of our students getting into the spirit of 
World Book Day; the students truly surpassed last year’s efforts with the originality 
of their costumes. We had such an impressive array of costumes that it was clear 
that our students’ literary interests are incredibly diverse. Many students spoke 
enthusiastically about the characters they had chosen, even those that had opted 
for subtle nods to dressing up. It was also good to see that some students formed 
groups to truly get into character: we had an energetic Thing One and Thing Two 
bouncing around Upper Site, in contrast to a far more sedate Midnight Gang 
who carefully made their way around the corridors of Lower site (one member 
bedecked in bandages), not to mention the whole team of Harley Quinns that 
roamed around menacingly...
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World Book Day (cont.d)

A special mention must be made of the staff who dressed up as characters from 
Roald Dahl’s Matilda: Mr Dayo and Ms. Crouch were suitably intimidating as 
Mr and Mrs Wormwood; Miss Clarke was a particularly aggressive looking Miss 
Trunchball; Mrs Kay delighted as a sincerely sweet Miss Honey; Miss Simpson 
took to the role of Lavender like a newt to water, and Mrs Walker was instantly 
recognisable as the eponymous hero of the novel, Matilda.

As well as dressing up, students were also able to take part in World Book Day 
activities in their English lessons. Students competed in teams, suitably named 
after a hero or villain, to gain points and be named the champions of their class. 
The activities ranged from identifying famous authors, characters and book 
titles to naming the hero/villain from their film alter-ego. Students responded 
enthusiastically and tensions ran high as the competition neared its end.

As always, thank you to the staff who made all this possible, and thank you to 
our parents and carers who supported with the purchasing or construction of 
students’ costumes. Most of all, a heartfelt thanks goes to our creative and 
enthusiastic students who brought a real buzz to World Book Day.

Miss M. Watson.



St John Fisher Newsletter March 2019

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Mar 19: VWA  

@StJohnFisherMedway

SJF pre-university lecture series

For the second year running, St John Fisher’s pre-university lecture 
series has got off to a successful start. The first lecture, delivered 
by Sam Fardghassemi of UCL, explored the psychology of happiness, 
and how we can edit our lives to improve our happiness levels. In the 
most recent lecture, Tom Crawford of the University of Oxford spoke 
about the maths involved in achieving the world record in marathon 
running, and how the earth’s rotation impacts on sports such as 
archery, rowing and running.  Thus far we have had a significant 
number of students attending the lectures. Pupils have listened 
intently and posed insightful questions, both about the lecture topics 
and university life in general. 

These lectures are open to all students and parents, whether they are 
interested in university or just interested in learning new knowledge. 
They will take place from 3.20-4pm in the Upper Site school hall. 
Please arrive before 3.20pm for a prompt start. The dates and titles 
of the next lectures can be found in the table below: 

Date Title
29th  April Fine art history
6th May Trump, Brexit and the restructuring of world order. 

Among these lecturers are academics from the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, two of the highest-ranking universities in the UK and 
the world. We look forward to seeing you there and learning new 
knowledge together. 

Miss V Roberts
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To act or not to act?

A Level Language and Literature students visit Shakespeare’s Globe

On Wednesday, 13th March, our Year 12 and 13 English classes had the chance to experience Shakespeare’s 
famous playhouse first hand. 

After a windswept stroll along the South Bank, the study day began with a tour of the theatre, where we 
were lucky enough to witness actors conducting acoustic rehearsals. Mary, our knowledgeable guide, 
brought the history of Shakespeare’s theatre to life, and then whisked us away into a lecture theatre to 
explore key scenes from our A Level play, “Othello”, in detail.

Once all our heads were filled with enough facts about Shakespearean context, the history of the play 
and its many different interpretations, it was time for us to take up roles for ourselves: the day concluded 
with a 90-minute workshop, in which our students were given a chance to become noble but easily 
manipulated Othello, cunning Iago or loyal Desdemona. Through completing a range of movement and 
dialogue exercises, we were able to gain a deeper understanding of the characters, their motivations and 
desires, and their responses to one another.

Our students thoroughly enjoyed their day and are looking forward to applying what they learned to their 
in-class analysis of the play.

Miss K Michaelis
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UK University Search - Emirates Stadium

On the 1st March, myself and my fellow Year 12 students attended 
the UK University & Apprenticeship Fair at the Emirates Stadium 
in London. The aim of our attending the event was to develop our 
understanding of and improve our prospects in higher education. 
This was a free event, which meant that all of Year 12 were able to 
attend and the school provided a free comfortable coach to and 
from the event. The UK University Search supported us to find a 
suitable university course through speaking to and being advised 
by representatives from universities around the UK. Support was 
there to help us make decisions about our future and ensure we 
are able to take the next steps towards further education by giving 
us advice about courses, calculating our predicated UCAS score, 
and giving us an insight into university life. The event did not purely 
focus on higher education but gave us an interactive Virtual Reality 
experience, providing a unique vision into the future of technology. 
We also had the opportunity to visit the STEM Interactive Zone and 
be a part of a short film made using a green screen and professional 
software, demonstrating the technology used in the production 
of films. The Creative Hub, meanwhile, enabled visitors to help 
produce a piece of music, giving us an insight into what the BIMM 
Music College has to offer.

A whole range of topics were spoken about which included 
financing our university degree, the UCAS application process and 
clearing too. This exciting and informative event provided us with 
the opportunity to speak to a multitude of exhibiting colleges, 
universities and apprenticeship providers, including Cambridge 
University, Anglia Ruskin University, representatives from the Russell 
Group and many of the UK’s biggest apprenticeship providers.
 

Jayhan Standen Year 12
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Oxbridge Admissions Evening

On Wednesday 20th March, Miss Walker and Miss Roberts attended an Oxbridge Admissions Evening at 
Rainham Mark Grammar School. Representatives from Oxford and Cambridge Universities explained what 
it was like studying at Oxbridge and gave details of the application process. We then heard from an ex-
student of Rainham Mark who was currently reading English Literature at Oxford.

It was an informative evening which provided valuable information and we would like to thank the staff 
at Rainham Mark for organising the event. If any SJF parents or carers would like to learn about how they 
could prepare their child for a future application to an Oxbridge college, please contact Miss Roberts at the 
school: v.roberts@stjohnfisher.school or visit https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/applying-to-univ/staircase12/. 

Miss V Walker 

 

Year 9 Parents Evening

On the 13th March 2019, we hosted the Year 
9 Parents’ Evening. I would like to thank all the 
parents who were able to attend at this time of 
year and I hope that you found the appointments 
purposeful and useful. 

Also going on this evening was the Tenner Challenge, 
where Year 9 and 10 pupils were given £10 to start 
their businesses with the aim of making profit.

Thank you for your continued support. 
Mr Thompson (Head of Year 9) 
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The Tenner Challenge

This term, students studying Business in Year 9 
and 10 have taken part in the National Tenner 
Challenge. The challenge ran from 4th March - 
29th March. Students taking part came up with 
team names and ideas for a small enterprise. 
They were given £10 to start their businesses 
with the aim of making a profit.  Students ran 
their enterprise stalls during Year 9 Parents’ 
Evening, which proved to be very successful. 
Students produced freshly made milkshakes and 
some delicious cultural foods. There were also 
some lovely hand-crafted gifts available to buy 
on the evening.

Taking part in the challenge has given students 
the opportunity to demonstrate their creative 
flair whilst developing a range of entrepreneurial 
skills.  

Students are keen to build on this success by 
running larger events in the future and making 
the Tenner Challenge a whole school event next 
year.

Thank you to all the staff, students, parents and 
carers who supported the event during parents 
evening; we hope you enjoyed it as much as we 
did!

Mrs Douglas 
Teacher of Business & Parental Engagement and 

Events Co-ordinator
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Introducing the Duke of York Award (DoY).

Computing skills are required for most jobs and careers in today’s worlds.  As part of this, all Key Stage 4 
and 5 students at St John Fisher are being encouraged to sign up for and complete the DoY award.  

The programme helps you develop digital, enterprise and employability skills for free. Through a series 
of online challenges and events, you can win career and life enhancing badges, unlock new opportunities 
and, ultimately, gain industry recognised awards that help you stand out from the crowd. This award is 
about lifelong learning, for anyone who wants to develop their skills. Nationwide, programme learners 
include school pupils, apprentices, business leaders, 
pensioners, students and community groups.

Discover skills you never knew you had and hone 
the ones you’ve already got by taking our online 
challenges. The challenges are split into core 
categories, each with its own series of badges to 
be won - citizen, worker, maker, entrepreneur and 
gamer. As well as being fun, these badges will help 
you show off what you’ve learned and could, when 
the time comes, help you land the job you want.
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Introducing the Duke of York Award (DoY). (cont.d)

Why people are doing the DoY award:

• To enhance their skills and knowledge
• Improve their digital literacy
• Learn tips and techniques about staying safe online
• Discover talents they didn’t know they had
• Get more confident with technology
• Can add it to their CV / applications
 

“Winning the Duke of York Bronze Award has been a journey for me. I was first introduced to it by Mrs 
Baxter. I didn’t think much of it to begin with, but soon, I was hooked in, determined to complete the 
Bronze. First, I started choosing the badges (tasks you complete to receive points) that enticed me the 
most – Digital Research, Making Websites and Social Selling to name a few – and learning new skills 
along the way. A number of hours went past without me noticing; I could already taste the Bronze Award 
completion. Not only has it made learning fun and useful, it has provided me with an award to be proud 
of in years to come and hopefully to impress employers. It also improved my online knowledge. (which is 
key to anyone’s life in 2019). I highly recommend anyone to get the Duke of York Bronze Award; it’s been 
a successful journey and I’m glad I completed it.”  Xavier Grist Y10

Mrs G Baxter
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Kent University Year 12 outreach and visit

During this term, Year 12 students have been working alongside our partners at The University of Kent 
to explore their post-18 options. This has included sessions looking at everything from university study, 
accommodation and how to support yourself, to clubs, societies and extra-curricular activities. 

Students have spent time in school with the staff from Kent University working through preconceived 
ideas and misconceptions about university life and expectations. Many have commented that this has 
given them a much clearer picture of what they want to do in the future, 
as they did not fully understand what university life would be like before 
meeting with the staff and students from Kent.

On 21st March, as part of this outreach programme, our Year 12 students 
visited the university campus to get a taste of what life could be like as a 
student. During their day they received TED-style talks on theme of Higher 
Education, tours of the campus and facilities with ambassadors from the 
university and subject sessions including science and humanities. For many 
of our students, this was a really eye opening experience. They learned a 
great deal to help them with the choices that they will have to make early 
in the next academic year.

Mr D O’Halloran

English as an Additional Language

Every Thursday after school, at 3-30pm in F5 (Upper 
Site), Year 9, 10 and 11 EAL students are invited to 
develop their English skills in a workshop focusing on 
language skills for GCSE.

On Friday mornings at 8am in SB9 (Lower Site), Year 7 
and 8 EAL students are invited to a reading workshop. 
This enables students to meet new friends and read 
with teachers on a 1-1 basis.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact Mrs Locke via email n.locke@stjohnfisher.school
Mrs N Locke
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 to Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break Monday 22nd October 2018 to Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2 Monday 29th October 2018 to Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break Monday 24th December 2018 to Friday 4th  January 2019

TERM 3 Monday 7th  January 2019 to Friday 15th February 2019

February Break Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday 22nd  February 2019

TERM 4 Monday 25th February 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break Monday 8th April 2019 to Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 22nd April 2019

TERM 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 to Friday 24th May 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019

May Break Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6 Monday 3rd June 2019 to Tuesday 23rd July 2019  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 3rd  September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to Students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – In school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

TERM 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 - Staff Development Day (School Closed to Students)

TERM 6 Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd  July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


