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Dear Readers,

As I write, there are only a few days left of this academic year.

There have been many successes over the past twelve months, including students  
winning national awards, a huge variety of trips and cultural experiences taking 
place, and our ‘Good’ Ofsted result. I am proud of all that our community has 
achieved.

Our July newsletter will come to you early in the new academic year so that we 
can include details of our exam results too. Results Days are on 15th and 22nd of 
August and I ask you to keep these students in your thoughts and prayers at this 
time.

Thank you for your support over the past year.

I wish you a joyful and relaxing summer.

God Bless,

Mrs Lennon



St. John Fisher Newsletter June 2019

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school

@StJohnFisherMedway

Year 7 Open Days – September and October 2019

 
We are delighted to announce our schedule of open days for the Autumn term:

Open Mornings

• An ideal opportunity to see the Lower Site school in action during a normal day
• Wednesday 18th September, 25th September, 2nd October, 9th October, 16th October and 30th October
• Each morning runs from 9am-11am (last entry 10.45am)
• Taking place at our Lower School Site, 79 Maidstone Road, ME4 6DP

Open Evening

• Meet teachers and current students – see the best that SJF has to offer
• Wednesday 9th October
• Runs from 6pm-8pm (last entry 7.45pm)
• Taking place at our Lower School Site, 79 Maidstone Road, ME4 6DP

Open Day

• Weekend open day to meet teachers and current students
• Saturday 12th October
• Runs from 9am-12pm (last entry 11.45am)
• Taking place at our Lower School Site, 79 Maidstone Road, ME4 6DP

Please note that we are not opening our Upper Site this year because Year 7 students starting in September 
2020 are unlikely to be educated there, instead moving straight to our new building. However, there will 
be opportunities to meet and talk to Upper School students at each of our Open Events.

In addition to this, if you wish to book an individual appointment with Mrs. Lennon, our Headteacher, we 
would be happy to accommodate you. Please contact the Headteacher’s PA at the school.

Miss V Walker
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
May 2019

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate one student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 

on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as 
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month May 2019

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work in Science 
Level 2 and overall commitment to the 

subject.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Science Level 2 and overall 

commitment to your work.

For producing excellent work 
in Travel and Tourism and 
overall commitment to the 

subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.
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Spanish Students Visit the School

For the third year running, St John Fisher hosted young overseas visitors who wanted to experience life in 
an English school.

This year, 20 students from Spain aged 11-12 spent a week at Lower School, from Monday 24th June to 
Friday 28th June. 

Each Spanish student was assigned a ̀ buddy’ from either Year 7 or Year 8, and attended lessons with them. 
On the Friday afternoon, all overseas guests and their buddies had a celebration party with certificates, 
speeches and food.

The students from Spain all said they had enjoyed their visit and had made good friends with their buddies. 
SJF can be very proud of all our buddies who were so kind, supportive and friendly towards our visitors 
who were so far from home.

A huge thanks to all our students and staff who made our visitors so welcome.
Miss Deans

Visit of French Students to St John Fisher Lower Site

On the 20th June, a large group of students from Collège Ste Anne in Rennes, France, visited the lower 
site for a morning of games, activities, and language practice. They were welcomed by our Year 7s and 
those Year 8 students who are studying French for GCSE. Our students did a fantastic job of making them 
welcome at St John Fisher and all involved learned a lot and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Mr P Charlton
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Chatham Deanery Citizenship Awards

On the 19th June, St. John Fisher held the Chatham Deanery 
Citizenship Awards. This award is presented each academic 
year to a selected student from each of the Catholic primary 
schools, along with a student from St. John Fisher. Students 
are selected by demonstrating an outstanding commitment 
to Catholic Ethos, through their attitude, character or school 
and community spirit.  Thank you to Deacon Jim, Vice Chair 
of Governors, who presented the awards.  

Congratulations to the following students who received this 
year’s awards:

St Michael’s Praise Okunrinkoya
St Benedict’s Adaugo Nwaigwe
St Mary’s Benita Edeji
St John Fisher Lee Ellis
St William of Perth Leyton McNab
St Augustine of Canterbury Madison Parr
St Thomas of Canterbury Peter Baldwin 
English Martyrs Jonathan Lyn-Cook 
St Peter’s Sebastian Robertson

Miss L Crouch
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Athletics Competition  

  

 Brompton Academy 
 Chatham Grammar 
 Fort Pitt  
 Greenacre 
 Holcombe Grammar 
 Howard 
 Hundred of Hoo 
 Rainham Girls 

School 
 Rainham Mark 

Grammar 
 Robert Napier 
 Rochester Grammar 
 Sir Joseph 

Williamson’s 
Mathematical school 

 St John Fisher 
 Strood Academy 
 The Rowans 
 Victory Academy 
 Walderslade Girls 

 
 
 

On Thursday 27th of June, a 
group of selected students from 
St John Fisher took part in  the 
Medway Schools District 
Athletics Competition at 
Medway Park. 

This was a large event with all 
schools from across Medway 
taking part. Entrants competed 
across three year groups. 

Boys and girls from St. John 
Fisher participated from Year 
groups 7, 8 and 9. 

The students have been 
preparing for the competition 
during their PE lessons and it 
showed as they competed with 
confidence and  determination. 

Throughout the day, the students 
worked as a fantastic team, 
supporting and cheering each 
other on from the sidelines. 

We would like to thank the 
students that represented their 
school with pride and performing 
with great passion.  

 

, 

 

Outstanding Performances 

Year 7 

Rebeccah Akinsanya – Gold medal in 
100m sprint 

David Ngene – Gold medal in 800m 
and Bronze medal in Shot Putt 

Year 8 

Billy Webb – Bronze medal in Long 
Jump 

Year 9 

Benzion Aymer – Gold medal in 800m 
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On the 9th of June I took part in a 5k Race for Life to raise money for 
cancer victims with Grace, Lois, Xavier, Miss Cheedy and Mr Gough. We 
had been training every Tuesday after school to increase our fitness and 
prepare for the 5k and this definitely paid off on the day.

Overall, the experience was brilliant! We travelled to Folkestone in the morning and when we got there it 
was honestly so heart-warming to see the amount of people who came to give support and take part in 
the 5k, all to raise awareness and money for those that need it. People were dressed head to toe in pink 
and some even had massive wigs and leg warmers on. 

What was also lovely was the fact that children 
and old people were all taking part together for 
a common goal. Before the race we did a really 
fun warm up with a dance coach; she was on 
the stage and we copied her moves to different 
songs. After the warm up, the race began. The 
race itself was really easy to begin with; a lot of 
it was downhill, but by the end, it definitely got 
harder as we had to run back up the hill. 
Crossing the finish line was really nice because it was a great achievement. Miss Jones and Mrs Dare were 
waiting for us at the end cheering us on. 

By the end of the day, we were really tired but extremely proud of ourselves, because we completed the 
5k and as a team we raised £170 for Cancer Research UK. 

It was the first Race for Life any of us had run but it most definitely will not be the last!
Article written by Lilymae Excell Year 10

Introducing Latin

The Languages Department at St John Fisher is delighted to announce that we will be introducing Latin for 
all Year 7s from September 2019! Students will explore the basics of this ancient and fascinating language, 
as well as the history, culture, and achievements of the ancient Roman world. Latin has many links to other 
subjects, and helps students to better understand modern languages like English and French. Additionally, 
many key terms in other subjects like Religious Studies and Science come from Latin, and we hope that 
students will enjoy their Latin studies and find it helpful across the curriculum. 

Mr P Charlton

Year 9 and 10 PPEs 

Preparing for GCSEs can be a daunting task as students must cope with content to revise, creating a revision 
timetable and the additional stress. To help our students prepare for the demands of the GCSE exams, we 
held PPEs for Years 10 and 9 in the summer term. 

Students performed very well, both in coping with the demands of their exams and with behaviour. We 
would like to congratulate them.                                                                                                     Mr C Thompson
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Charity Fundraising on St. John Fisher Feast Day

Mrs Bowler and Mrs Douglas ran a stall on St John 
Fisher Day to raise awareness of mental health 
issues and available support.

Students were able to find out about celebrities 
who suffer or have suffered with mental health 
issues and take part in ‘Pick a Positive’ to raise 
money for the charity.
 
Young Minds provided us with information 
leaflets on a range of topics including coping with 
depression and anxiety and these were made 
available to students who wanted them.

Young Minds is a charity that provides a range of 
resources and support for young people, their 
families and schools.

 To find out more, visit: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/         

                                                               
Mrs J Douglas

North Downs 
30K Charity Run

On 30th June Mrs Douglas took 
part in the North Downs 30K 
run.  Despite the hills and hot 

weather, Mrs Douglas managed 
to cross the line in 3 hours 

and 28 minutes.  Over £300 
was raised for the charity by 
completing this challenge.

St. Michael’s Sports Day

On Friday 28th June 2019, St Michael’s RCP students 
competed in their school Sports Day at SJF’s Lower Site.

The infant students competed in the morning and the 
junior years in the afternoon.  Each class competed 
together, with students representing each of the four 
houses, completing a variety of activities.  Each activity 
tested the students’ speed, throwing and jumping skills.

The staff at St John Fisher would like to congratulate all 
students on their performance and behaviour. 

We were happy to be able to host them.                                                 

Mr S Gough

Pictures from St Michael’s Twitter Page
https://twitter.com/stmichschatham?lang=en
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Diocese of Southwark Youth Executive Board meets the Archbishop

On the 26th June, members of the Youth Executive Board (YEB) for the Diocese of Southwark were invited 
to the Archbishop’s House in London. Students met with Archbishop Peter Smith, Simon Hughes (Director 
of Education for the Diocese) and Patrick Harrison (Adviser for Religious Education for the Diocese). The 
purpose of the YEB is to enable the Diocese to consult the youth who attend the Catholic schools within 
the Diocese and get feedback from them on their own experiences at school. 

Jack Reynolds has been vice-chair of the board for the 
2018-19 school year and reflected on the meeting as 
follows: 

“At the beginning of the meeting, we were introduced 
to Archbishop Peter Smith; we then each said a brief 
piece about what our YEB meetings consisted of and 
what we had discussed in our meetings such as the 
new policies on sexual education and how they affect 
Catholic schools. We also discussed how we first heard 
about the YEB, how we were chosen to represent our 
schools and how we got the position of chair and 
vice chair. In my case, I was selected to represent my school because I do Philosophy and Ethics at A-level, 
and when we went to the meeting, I was selected as vice chair because I was voted in by the other 
students. The Archbishop then shared his own stories of his experiences in the role, for example meeting 
Theresa May to discuss the Catholic viewpoint on the legalising of gay marriage. After this we discussed a 
new method of judging Catholic schools and how it should be presented by those Catholic schools.”

This was the final meeting of the year for the YEB and also the final meeting with Archbishop Smith, as 
his replacement, Bishop John Wilson, has been recently appointed by the Vatican. The YEB students have 
been invited to attend the new Archbishop’s installation which takes place on 25th July at St George’s 
Cathedral in London. 

Miss J Turner

Formal Exams

After five gruelling weeks, the formal examination season has finally finished! We’d like to say a massive 
well done to all of our Year 11 and Year 13 students for their excellent conduct during the exams. Our 
students have shown commitment, resilience and ambition throughout their GCSE and A-Level courses 
and we look forward to sharing their success with them on their respective results days.

Results Days (taking place in the AEN room at Upper Site)

A-Level Results: Thursday 15th August from 10:00am until 11:00am 
GCSE Results: Thursday 22nd August from 10:00am until 12:00pm 

Mrs Bailey and Miss Morris
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Picnic and Praise at the Priory

On the 25th of June, students from St John Fisher attended the 
annual Picnic and Praise held at Aylesford Priory for the Diocese of 
Southwark. Students included in the group were Will Mengal, Lee 
Ellis, Kai Cram, Hazhan Danyar, Nicola Barnett, Ereoluwa Falowo, 
Farron Chime, Chloe Drain, Tiger Hutcheson, Rajveer Kaur and 
Emily Warren-Heys. 

The Southwark Catholic Youth Services creatively inspired students 
to participate in spiritual activities for the day through activities 
and song. It was lovely when Nicole Gillespie, a former SJF student, 
greeted our students and led many of the activities. 

It was a gorgeous day and students were able to enjoy the peaceful 
environment of the Priory and celebrate as part of the greater faith 
community. One student, Hazhan Danyar said, ‘I really enjoyed the 
day, especially the actions for the songs.’                                                                                            

Miss J Turner

English as Additional Language Success

Our Key Stage 3 English classes have completed the Accelerated Reading Challenge in their English lessons.   
St John Fisher School wishes to give additional congratulations to the EAL students below as they have 
raised their reading age by more than two 
years since September.

From left to right are: 

Anton Vinogradov, Hau Yu H Zheng, 
Sebastian Rosu-Donciu, Ayse Ozcan Betul, 
Barbara Da Silva and Treese Biju.

Congratulations to them all!

Mrs N Locke
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Cheerleading Success for Kayleigh-Jane

We are delighted to report that Year 8 student and cheerleader 
Kayleigh-Jane recently competed at the ICC (International 
Cheerleading Coalition) Battle of the Champs competition in 
Nottingham.

Competing against 31 other teams, Kayleigh-Jane and her 
teammates were delighted to win not only their division, but also 
to be chosen as overall winners for the whole competition!

SJF would like to congratulate Kayleigh-Jane on her achievements 
and wish her good luck for the final competition of the season, the 
Future Cheer Internationals at Bournemouth. We are very proud 
of her!                                                                                   Miss V Walker

Uniform Donations

If you have any school uniform which is in good condition but your child no longer needs, we would be 
very grateful if you could donate it to the school.  In particular, we are looking for blazers and ties for our 
uniform ‘Swap Shop’. 

Please bring any donations to our Ordnance Street site.                                                                     Miss Morris
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St. John Fisher Feast Day

On Friday 21st  June, St John Fisher’s  whole school 
community and guests celebrated our school’s patron 
saint with a very special day. 

Our day started with an open air Mass celebrated 
by Father Baker, parish priest of St. Michael’s Church 
Chatham. Father Baker was also joined on the altar by 
Deacon James Coleman.  During our service, hymns were 
sung by St. John Fisher Choir, which made this special 
whole school Mass a very joyous and prayerful occasion. 

Following Mass, students returned to their form class to 
compete in a class quiz about St. John Fisher.

Morning celebrations continued in the playground after 
the quiz, including a 5-a-side football tournament, St. 
John Fisher’s Got Talent competition and various other 
activities where students could challenge members of 
staff.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Father 
Baker, Deacon Jim and all of our special guests along with 
the whole of the St. John Fisher community for making 
this day special. We’re looking forward to next year 
already!

Miss L Crouch
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Belgium 2019 

On the 14th June, Year 8 embarked on a trip to Belgium to better understand 
the sites of the Great War. Students visited a range of sites around Ypres as 
well as visiting the town itself. All students represented their school beautifully 
and were a credit to themselves, their families and their community. I hope 
parents will enjoy a selection of reports from students themselves. 

Mr. M. Roberts

“I wanted to go on the trip to visit the trenches where the war took place; I 
wanted to see the graves of the thousands of people who sacrificed themselves 
as well as to explore Ypres and the history surrounding it. 

My favourite part of the trip was the trenches as I could see where the soldiers 
walked and lived and get an impression of the conditions they had to live 
through. 

I would definitely recommend it to students for next year. It was not only 
informative but a fun and good experience.”                                   Patryk Olbrys

“I wanted to learn about what happened in wars. I went in some trenches and 
saw some creepy dummies. We also went to chocolate shops and saw some 
big ice creams, this was my favourite part of the trip!

I think this trip was a great opportunity.”                                                Ellie Emery

“I wanted to go on the trip to see the trenches and to see what it was like in 
Belgium. The trenches were all muddy and dark. I would recommend this trip 
because you will experience the trenches and also have fun on the ferry and 
coach and get chocolate for yourself and your family.”                   Joshua Dolor

“This was my first time in Belgium. I saw memorials and enjoyed the ferry. You 
should go on this trip because of the experience of the grave sites.”

James Collard

“I wanted to go on this trip because I have an interest in wars. On the trip I was 
able to see a First World War trench, a German memorial site and a British 
cemetery. My favourite part of the trip was walking through the trenches. I 
would recommend this trip for students next year.”                      Maisy Chapman

“My favourite part of the trip was the trenches because it was fun walking 
around all of them.”                                                                              Robbie Cutler

“The trip was great fun. I saw English and German graveyards, Ypres town 
and some trenches. My favourite part of the trip was when we went to the 
trenches and scared lots of people!

I would recommend the trip and I would go again.”                         Jake Hilliard
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Pictures from our practice expedition
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START TO FINISH

TERM 6 Monday 3rd June 2019 to Tuesday 23rd July 2019  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 6 Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd  July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

Term Dates for Academic Year 2019 – 2020
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 2nd September 2019 to Friday 18th October 2019
Autumn Break Monday 21st October 2019 to Friday 25th October 2019

TERM 2 Monday 28th October 2019 to Friday 20th December 2019
Christmas Break Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020

TERM 3 Monday 6th January 2020 to Friday 14th February 2020
February Break Monday 17th February 2020 to Friday 21st February 2020

TERM 4 Monday 24th February 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020
Easter Break Monday 6th April 2020 to Friday 17th April 2020

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 10th April 2020
Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 13th April 2020

TERM 5 Monday 20th April 2020 to Friday 22nd May 2020
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 2020
May Break Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020

TERM 6 Monday 1st June 2020 to Tuesday 21st July 2020

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 2nd September 2019 – CPD in school
Open Day - Saturday 12th October 2019 – In school
School closed to Teachers - Friday 18th October 2019 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 20th December 2019 - Twilight
TERM 6 Friday 17th July 2020 - Twilight
TERM 6 Monday 20th  July 2020 - Twilight 
Term 6 Tuesday 21st July 2020 - Twilight

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, St John Fisher do 
not authorise holidays during term time.


