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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the January 2019 edition of our monthly newsletter. Despite the
cold, wind and rain, numerous activities have taken place inside and outside the
school buildings.
It is such a pleasure to hear of positive feedback from visitors and members of
the public when our students have been positive ambassadors for SJF. We have
had several primary schools in for visits and we have really enjoyed learning
from our visits to them.
We are so ambitious for our students and it is fantastic when they surpass our
expectations.
I hope you enjoy reading the articles. Please do follow us on social media.
God Bless,
Mrs Lennon
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Year 11 Student of the Month
January 2019
Every month, teachers are asked to nominate Year 11 students for Student of the Month. The student who is
chosen as student of the month receives a Gold Behaviour Watch point and has a certificate posted home. All
of our nominees receive a Silver Behaviour Watch Point. Our Year 11 Student of the month and nominees are
displayed on the Year 11 Celebration Board on the D corridor.

Congratulations to our Year 11 Student of the month January 2019

Kaceilee Dahunsi

Two separate nominations for being
brilliant in her lessons and polite and
respectful at all times.
The following students received nominations:
Oluwatobi
Adeyemo

Oluwatoyosi
Adeyemo

Harry
Cheverst

Sian
Davis

Marcus
Hernandez

Jerin
Joshi

Mattias
Leijon

Arnold
Pinto

Melissa
Rouncivell

Artur
Trimailovs

Maxim
Walker

Venus
Yau
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Year 9 ‘School of Rock’ Trip
On Thursday 17th January, the Year 9 GCSE Drama class went on an adventure to The Gillian Lynne Theatre,
in London’s Covent Garden, to watch the acclaimed musical ‘School of Rock’ based on the 2003 film of the
same name.
The musical follows the story of Dewy Finn, a washed up rock musician on the edge of being kicked out
of his flat, who comes across an opportunity. He poses as his best friend, a substitute teacher at a private
school, hoping to make some money. Instead, he finds that the students he teaches are musical geniuses
and sets out a plan to enter them in the ‘Battle of the Bands’ competition. Along the way he realises that
the students have taught him something about the meaning of rock and roll and what being in a band is
really all about.
The trip was to aid students in the preparation for their final Year 11 exam where they will be asked to
answer questions based on a live performance that they have seen. By watching and evaluating ‘School
of Rock’ in lesson, the students will be able to understand more about the theatre and the ways in which
professional drama works.
As well as enjoying the show, the students were also given a tour of London’s ‘Theatreland’ and allowed
to explore Covent Garden, taking in the sights and being able to enjoy the live entertainment provided by
a fabulously talented opera singer. All the students who attended were ambassadors for the school that
day and it was so lovely to see them enjoying London’s musical culture.
Mrs S Dare
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
December 2018
Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader
is asked to nominate 1 student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Nahian Rahman

Applied Student of the Month December 2018

Applied Student of the Month Of
December 2018 For
Science Level 3.

For producing excellent work
in Health and Social Care and
overall commitment to the
subject.

Jerin Joshi

For producing excellent work
in Travel & Tourism and
overall commitment to the
subject.

Nahian Rahman

For producing excellent work
in Hospitality and overall
commitment to your work.

Chantelle Cutler

For producing excellent
work in Business Studies and
overall commitment to the
subject.

Anzelika Lincika

Kostadin Kostov

Robin Barnett

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work
in Sport (Level 3) and overall
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent work
in Science (Level 3) and
overall commitment to your
work.
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GCSE Retake Mathematics and
English Students Celebrating Success
On 17th January, Year 12 and
13 students received their GCSE
Resit results for Mathematics and
English. We were pleased with the
improvements that students made
and several students achieved a grade
4 in English and in Mathematics.
Well done!
Mrs E Bailey

GPS Scheme
On the 16th of January 2019, a small group of our
sixth formers and their parents joined me at the
Goldsmiths Progression Scheme information evening.
This follows their successful applications to the
GPS summer programme, in which pupils select an
‘Explore Strand’ from the following options: Mind,
Choice, Power, Business, and Creative. In the following
weeks, dependent on their strand choice, our pupils
will experience a series of taster lectures and tutorials
given by university professors and doctoral candidates,
followed by a subject related trip in Central London,
and concluding with a social event to give students
a fully rounded idea of university life. We want to
congratulate our students on obtaining places on the
programme, and we look forward to following their
successes and supporting them in the weeks to come.
Miss V Roberts
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Religious Education News
In KS3 Religious Education lessons, Year 7 students have
been learning about the seven sacraments of the Catholic
Church. They have learnt the story of Jesus’ Baptism
and how the Holy Trinity (God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit) was present at this event. They
have discussed the differences in Christian teachings on
baptising adults and infants. Some classes have learnt the
importance of being forgiven and forgiving others. Year 8
students have been trialling a new scheme of learning on
Catholic Social Teaching. They have discussed what causes
social injustices like poverty and racism. They continue to
learn about the way that Catholics, and all good people,
should be trying to overcome social injustices.

Students in Years 9-10 continue to learn about Judaism; they have looked at key beliefs and teachings of
the faith and have moved on to how Jews put these beliefs into daily practice. Students especially found
the food laws to be particularly challenging. As one student exclaimed, ‘What! No bacon?’ Year 11 have
almost completed the GCSE course; the final section has been about Catholic
forms of expression which include features of a Catholic church, religious
artwork, music and drama. Year 11 will be sitting a PPE exam in March so
students should be attending intervention on Thursdays or Mondays in B1.
They can access the textbook on kerboodle.com; in addition, they have revision
guides to assist in their home learning.
Year 13 students have also completed PPEs in January. This included three
exams, each two hours in length and students were expected to respond to
three essays for each paper. Not an easy task; one student responded saying,
‘We need more time!’ Revision will include more timed essays as a result. Also,
students will spend time developing 5-minute essay plans to assist them when
sitting the external exams.
Miss J Turner
Mission Statement:
‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely
a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’
St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school

QA: Jan 19: VWA

St John Fisher Newsletter January 2019
@st_johnfisher
@st_johnﬁsher

@StJohnFisherMedway

www.stjohnfisher.school

Teen Tech Trip
On 22nd January, a group of Year 9 pupils attended the Teen Tech event at the
University of Surrey Sport Centre. This event, attended by 25 schools in the
United Kingdom and hosted by Satro, is designed to encourage Year 9 students
to pursue the exciting career opportunities that STEM, (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) offer. At the event, students were given a glimpse
of what working in the fast-paced technology sector is like and received hands-on
tutorials about some of the most exciting tech innovations.
The day started with demonstrations of what technology has evolved in the last
20 years, how it is now and then predicted its growth over the next 20 to 30 years.
This was followed by different workshops delivered by Network Rail, The Royal
Surrey County Hospital, JVC Kenwood, Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers and many more.
Toward the end of the program, each school was asked to present an innovation
challenge, designing something which could make the world a better place. The
students brainstormed the task and decided upon
a medical Google that can be used by medical
practitioners to detect sickness in the human body
at the hospital. This would help doctors attend
to patients quickly and more efficiently. Once
they agreed upon the concept, the team quickly
developed plans to execute it, outlining possible
setbacks and future improvements. After that, they
presented their innovations to the audience. I am
delighted to say they won an award, in the form of a
certificate (pictured), for their great idea!
Mr S Oni
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Just look at what we’ve started…

Duke of Edinburgh (cont.d)

At the end of 2018’s academic year, St. John Fisher

Once the volunteering, physical and skill sections are complete, our

introduced the Duke of Edinburgh award. The license was

students will be placed into small expedition groups and taught all the

bought, plans and contacts were made, and we began to

vital skills required for a weekend expedition in the North Downs. This

wonder just what our young people might do with the

will involve cooking in the field, pitching tents, navigation and map

opportunity...

reading. The year will then be topped off with a practice trip and then
the assessed expedition will take place the following month.

As part of the award they needed to complete 3 months
of volunteering, physical and skill activities. It could have

When they make it back to camp on the last day, I’ll have the honour

involved almost anything they wanted to do, so long as it

of waiting for them with their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, a huge

is evidenced regularly and assessed by someone suitable.

amount of school reward points and, of course, a cup of tea.

Then, after all that, they’d learn how to complete the
With such a strong start and such unbelievably committed students, the

expedition tasks ready for the Summer term.

Duke of Edinburgh award will be an integral part of life at St. John Fisher
Well, I couldn’t be more impressed! After a blistering, hugely successful sign-up and induction process,

for years to come.

our first cohort of DofE Bronze award students have set off.
For further information, please contact the
Within a month we had over 50 hours of volunteering registered and evidenced online; at the time of
writing, we’re at nearly 100 hours! Those early volunteers have made a significant contribution to the
local area, taking hours of their own personal time to care for the elderly, reading to children at the library,

Duke of Edinburgh coordinator M.Harman
M.Harman@stjohnfisher.school

coaching football teams or working for local charities and raising money. Undoubtedly, my favourite idea

Mr M Harman

was those who chose to knit bonding squares for premature babies and mothers!
2019 Sign up information
As for the physical and skill aspects, students have all been just as busy. We have students amongst us
who are learning to trampoline, cook, care for animals, shoot clay pigeons, sing and are taking make-up
and beauty classes.
Of course, there must be a massive thank you to the PE department for supporting students who chose
any number of the half a dozen sport and fitness sessions taking place throughout the year.
At the current rate, DofE students at SJF will be ready for their wilderness expeditions a whole month

Students can only participate from Year 9 onwards,
however Year 8 students are free to sign up on the
1st of May up to July 20th.
Forms and information will be available from both
upper and lower receptions.
Please sign up to our SJF Parentmail.com system
in advance.

ahead of schedule!
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Sports Hall Athletics Competition


















Brompton Academy
Chatham Grammar
Fort Pitt
Greenacre
Holcombe Grammar
Howard
Hundred of Hoo
Rainham Girls
School
Rainham Mark
Grammar
Robert Napier
Rochester Grammar
St John Fisher
Strood Academy
The Rowans
Victory Academy
Walderslade Girls

On Thursday 16th of January 2019, two
teams of selected students from St
John Fisher School took part in the
Medway Schools Sports Hall Athletics
Competition at the Howard School.
This was a large event with 16 schools
from across Medway, with entrants
competing across two year groups.
Boys and girls from St John Fisher
participated from Years 7 and 8.
This was an exciting event with both
teams feeling enthusiastic and enjoying
the fun.
Throughout the day the students
worked as a fantastic team, helping
each other to stretch and warm up as
well as cheering each other on from
the side lines.

We would like to thank the
students for representing their
school with pride and performing
with great passion.
All students received a Silver
reward for all their efforts. Libbie
Peckham and Billy Webb
received Gold awards for their
leadership skills. Congratulations!

,

Boys
David Ngene
Farid Daniels
David Miole
Ebrima Bojang
George Moore
Leandro Freitas
Reis
Billy Webb
Billy Moriarty

Girls
Ayomide Soetan
Mia Gatter
Rebeccah
Akinsanya
Barbara Da Silva
Oluwapelumi
Paul
Libbie Peckham

co n su l ti n g
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Introducing Our Student Librarians
“The library is the heart of the school.” (Ron Black)
In the spirit of the quotation above, three
committed Year 8 students have taken on the role
of student librarians on Lower Site.
Treesa Biju, Robbie Cutler and Joseph Stephens
have been working hard to transform the library
into a hub for all things reading-related. Most
recently, they have reorganised and labelled more
than 800 books to ensure our Accelerated Reader
programme runs as smoothly as possible.
Here is what our student librarians say about their work:
Treesa: “In my opinion, being librarian helps you take responsibility of something you have not done
before and also helps you to be responsible.”
Joseph: “My time as a librarian has taught me many things. For example: teamwork, respect and
helpfulness. Being a student librarian is very beneficial and fun.”
Robbie: “This job takes a lot of hard work and you have to be responsible.”

Appeal for book donations
“There are never enough books.” (John Steinbeck)
Unfortunately, this also applies to our libraries! If you have unwanted books clogging up your
bookshelves, we would be very grateful for any donations.
Books will need to be appropriate for Year 7-8 students and in good condition.
Please hand your donations in to Lower or Upper Site reception between 8am and 3.30pm.
Thank you in advance from the student librarians and Miss Michaelis (library co-ordinator)!

Miss K Michaelis
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‘Gizmo’ (cont.d)
As well as the drama onstage, the backstage drama was being managed
by a fantastic team of student technicians; Year 7’s Emily Warren-Heys,
Sophie Crosbie and Tom Hodges, Year 8’s Samuel Obe and Damien Di
Falco, Year 9 Kate Bravery and Year 11 Danny Lawlor. From working the
lighting, moving the set and applying fake blood, the students were kept
busy by the backstage dramatics.

‘Gizmo’
On Thursday 31st January, the students of St John Fisher took to the stage to perform in the first whole
school production for ten years. Students from Year 7-11 were involved as both cast and crew for the one
act play, written for the stage by playwright Alan Ayckbourn.
The play tells the story of a young barman Ben Mason, played by Year 11 Maxim Walker, who suffers from
post-traumatic paralysis. He had witnessed a shooting at the bar where he worked and spent 14 months
with a team of doctors developing an advanced new device; GIZMO. A microchip implanted in Ben’s brain
helps him to walk by mimicking the movement of the GIZMO wearer. Throughout the play, we see Ben
meet a wide range of characters from doctors (Year 11 Robbie Firmin and Year 10’s Karen Kamanga and
Elliot Blackmore), physiotherapist (Year 11 Sandra Ojini), nurse (Year 11 Connor Watkins) and teenagers
(Year 9’s Izabella Chiari and Amy Rout and Year 8’s Lumi Paul, Louise Asuquo and Kayleigh-Jane Miles).

The students would like to say a big thank you to all staff and members of
the community who helped them on their journey to opening night and
to everyone who took the time to come and watch them. One student,
Robbie Firmin, described the experience as ‘incredibly fun to take part
in. The play was really challenging and it was so amazing to see the new
skills that the other actors have learnt’. We would also like to thank the
Year 5 students of St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s RCP who came with their
teachers to watch our dress rehearsal earlier in the week. They really
helped us to improve our performance!
The Drama department are now looking
forward to next year, hoping to have ignited
the drama bug across the school so that
more students will take to the boards in an
even bigger school production. Mrs S Dare

Eventually Ben falls into the hands of Manny Rice and Keith, played by Year 9 Sasha Adjagba and Year 10
Joel Senior, both are players in the sordid underbelly of the city. It is with them that Ben is introduced
to Cevril (played by Year 10 Anisa Islam), who is determined to save him, and Lando (played by Year 11
Samuel Fouch), who recognises Ben from a bar he visited to do a ‘job’ for Manny.
This dramatic tale, portrayed by the talented students, was received well by the audience who braved the
coldest night in Chatham for 7 years. As well as enjoying a classic theatre treat of ice cream, our theatre
goers were able to revel in the joy that the students felt at their final bow.
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20K Winter Walk – Sunday 13th January 2019
Mr D. Orpin, Year 8 student Indica and I walked the Ultra Challenges Winter
Walk on Sunday 13th January 2019.
We started early to travel up to Southwark Park. With a start time of 10.20
we were advised to get to the park at least an hour before to check in. On
arrival, we had to show our ticket to receive our hat, neck warmer and
number. Then we went into the food and drink tent to meet with some
other friends also doing the walk.
We were called to the starting area ready for a warm up. Once warmed up
we were recommended to introduce ourselves to someone else you didn’t
know. This is how I met another teacher who was doing the walk on her
own. She then walked with us.
The first few kilometres were fairly easy and we chatted as we went. It was
lovely going past all the sites of London. The weather was dry and not too
cold so we were very lucky.
At 11km there was a food and drink tent where lots of people stopped to
sit down and eat and drink. We decided to have something but carry on
with the walking straight away.
After this, the walk got harder as we had to go up the steps of each London
bridge, cross the bridge and then go down the steps the other side. At
this point in the walk this is where our legs started to protest about all the
steps but we continued, eventually crossing the finish line in 4 hours and
15 minutes.
We raised just over £200 for The Alzheimers Society. Thank you to everyone
who sponsored us.
Mrs L Simpson
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Tracey Crouch MP Visit
This month Tracey Crouch, MP for Chatham and Aylesford, paid a visit to SJF to discuss the plans for our
new build.
Ms Crouch was extremely positive about the school and was very impressed with the pupils that she met.
Ms Crouch then toured the Upper Site, discussing the plans to replace the existing buildings with
Mrs Lennon and Mr McCaughan.
She was excited about the opportunity that the new building would offer to our pupils and to the wider
community. She also offered to support the school by ensuring that the project gets discussed with senior
MPs including Damian Hinds MP (the Education Secretary), for which we are very grateful.
Mr G McCaughan
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Year 8 Options Evening
On Wednesday 23rd January, parents, carers and students attended the Year 8
Options Evening. During the evening, students had the opportunity to discuss
subjects in depth with staff so they could make informed choices. Teaching
staff and current students studying GCSE courses were available for the Year
8 students to speak to. The Key Stage 4 students provided crucial information
about their experiences of the GCSE coursework and examinations they are
now working towards.
The students and their parents and carers thoroughly enjoyed the evening
and there was a real feeling of nervous excitement in the air. Year 8 students
left with a real understanding of what GCSE options are on offer to them and
where their choices can take them in the not-so-distant future.
Our students still have the time and opportunity to discuss with teaching staff
before making their final decision by Wednesday 13 February 2019.
Finally, a thank you to all students, parents and carers for the positive turnout.
It was encouraging to see so many students discussing their future prospects,
whether it be higher education, apprenticeships or potential future careers.
Miss L Crouch
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Design and Technology Fair
Every year there is a Christmas fair at
Hilltop Primary school and last
Christmas, St John Fisher School
helped out by running a stall. Many
thanks to Kayleigh-Jane Miles and her
family for helping to organise this.
Throughout the Autumn term, every
Thursday in Design and Technology
Club, we made some Christmas related
products that we could sell to raise
money for the department.
Design and Technology Club also held
a stall at the Christmas Carol Service
to continue to raise money for the
department.
Adding both events together, we raised
a grand total of £132.
We are very grateful for Mrs Coleman’s
support.

Thank you!

Mrs. M Owen

Year 10 Parents’ Evening
On the first week of term three, we hosted the Year 10 Parents’ Evening. I would like to thank all the
parents who were able to attend at this time of year and I hope that you found the appointments
purposeful and useful.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mr C Thompson
(Head of Year 10)
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START

TO

FINISH

TERM 1

Monday 3rd September 2018

to

Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break

Monday 22nd October 2018

to

Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2

Monday 29th October 2018

to

Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break

Monday 24th December 2018

to

Friday 4th January 2019

TERM 3

Monday 7th January 2019

to

Friday 15th February 2019

February Break

Monday 18th February 2019

to

Friday 22nd February 2019

TERM 4

Monday 25th February 2019

to

Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break

Monday 8th April 2019

to

Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday

19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday

22nd April 2019

TERM 5

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday

to

Friday 24th May 2019

Monday 6th May 2019

May Break

Monday 27th May 2019

to

Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6

Monday 3rd June 2019

to

Tuesday 23rd July 2019

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
TERM 1

Monday 3rd September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to Students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – In school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2

Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

TERM 6

Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines,
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.
Mission Statement:
‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely
a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’
St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school

QA: Jan 19: VWA

