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Dear Readers,
I hope you enjoy the February edition of our newsletter.
It has been another exciting month of hard work, welcoming visitors
and educational visits.
Our students continue to work hard and exam season starts in a few
weeks.
Please do follow us on Twitter (Twitter@st_johnfisher) and Facebook
(Facebook@StJohnFisherMedway) for regular news about the work
we are doing etc.
God Bless

Outstanding Perfomance
Mrs D Lennon
Headteacher

St John Fisher student George Moore
has been selected to play for the
Medway District Team.
On Saturday 23rd February, George
played for the Medway team in the
quarter finals of the District Cup against
Swale.
The game was played at the
Woodcombe Sports and Social Club in
Sittingbourne.

Mission Statement:
George started as a substitute in the
first half, with Medway finishing
‘St John that
Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely
half 1-0 ahead. The Medway manager
a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’
brought George on at halftime. StHeJohn Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
played a pivitol role in the second half,
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Year 11 Student of the Month
February 2019
Every month, teachers are asked to nominate Year 11 students for Student of the Month. The student who is
chosen as student of the month receives a Gold Behaviour Watch point and has a certificate posted home. All
of our nominees receive a Silver Behaviour Watch Point. Our Year 11 Student of the month and nominees are
displayed on the Year 11 Celebration Board on the D corridor.

Congratulations to our Year 11 Student of the month February 2019

Chantelle Page

Chantelle received two nominations
for consistent hard work and always
trying to challenge herself.
The following students received nominations:
Harry
Cheverst

Jack

Osgood-Phillips

Elise
Jeffrey

Melissa
Rouncivell

Marcel
Kaleja

Charlie
Tandy

Danny
Lawlor

Artur
Trimailovs

Weronika
Wszola
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SJF Welcomes International Students
During the Autumn term, SJF was pleased to welcome two international students for
extended study visits.
Jakob was a guest pupil from Germany who took part in Year 12 A Level classes during
his stay with us.
Bertille, a guest pupil from France, attended Year 8 classes at the Lower Site
throughout the second half of the Autumn term.
Both these students were staying with families in the Medway area. SJF is pleased to offer international
guest pupil placements where possible, as we believe that this is a brilliant opportunity for our students
to get to know people living in different countries and cultures and develop their understanding of our
international community.
If you would like to organise an international guest pupil visit, please contact Miss Walker, Deputy
Headteacher, at the school.
Miss V Walker

Key Stage 3 Exams
All at St John Fisher were delighted with how our Year 7 and 8 students conducted themselves during the
PPE examinations in February. All students were given a personalised timetable with their exam room and
seat number on it. Students took this responsibility seriously and knew where they needed to be at the
correct times, ensuring all students were seated promptly. These PPEs were a huge success and we would
like to thank all of the staff and students who were involved in this process.
Miss Lauren Clarke

French Trip
On Wednesday 13th February, talented linguists from Year 8 and 9 attended
“Cine-mini Pour Les Jeunes”, a Key Stage 3 Study Day at the British Film Institute
in Southbank, London. They had a fantastic morning watching a range of comedic
short films and practicing their speaking and listening skills. In the afternoon, they
were treated to a screening of “Le Petit Nicolas” which they all found hilarious!
The students did a brilliant job of representing the school, and their impeccable
behaviour was a credit to them.
Mr P Charlton
Mission Statement:
‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely
a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
January 2019
Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader
is asked to nominate 1 student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Harry Cheverst

Applied Student of the Month January 2019

Applied Student of the Month Of
January 2019 For Sport Level 3.

For producing excellent work
in Hospitality and overall
commitment to your work.

Joshua Hellwege

For producing excellent work
in Sport (Level 3) and overall
commitment to the subject.

Jayhan Standen

Harry Cheverst

For producing excellent work
in Health and Social Care and
overall commitment to the
subject.

Ayomide Oluniyi

Theo Calladine

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work
in Travel & Tourism and
overall commitment to the
subject.

For producing excellent
work in Business Studies and
overall commitment to the
subject.
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Apprenticeship Fair
A group of Year 12 students were invited to attend ‘The Apprenticeship Fair’
which was held at Mote Park in Maidstone on the 8th of February. The fair
was organised by 4 MPs, including our local MP Tracey Crouch. Its aim was to
raise aspirations in young people by highlighting possible career paths that
can be accessed through apprenticeship schemes.
Our pupils were given the opportunity to speak to a variety of employers
including Lloyds Bank, BMW, Rolls Royce and The Bank of England as well as
large catering, hospitality, finance and construction companies. The students
discussed apprenticeships, not only with the employers, but also with young
people who were currently on or had recently finished apprenticeships.
Our students really benefited from the fair as they left with lots of information
and contacts.
After the event, we were delighted to receive a letter from Tracey Crouch MP
about our attendance to the Apprenticeship Fair. Ms. Crouch commended SJF
for ‘the professionalism of your students that attended’ and said that ‘it was
wonderful to see students interacting with businesses and organisations from
both the private and public sector’, adding that ‘many employers told us of
how impressed they were with the young people.’
We would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Ms. Crouch for her
ongoing support for SJF; we look forward to working with her again in the
near future.
Mr G McCaughan

Half Term Revision
With only eight teaching weeks until the first written GCSE exam, I am delighted to report the motivation
and dedication shown by our Year 11 students to ensure their success. This was particularly apparent
during the February half term where students attended specific booster sessions to ensure that they get
the best possible outcomes in the summer.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the staff who have given up their time to run these sessions for
our students and to say a massive well done to the students who attended!
Keep up the hard work!
Miss S Morris
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RE
This month in KS3 Religious Education, all Year 7 and 8 students sat pre-public exam (PPEs) style assessments
in the hall. Students were asked to respond to questions which covered content that has been studied
since September. In order to assist in the preparation for these exams, revision and at home learning
resources were made available in class and online.
Students in Years 9-10 have looked at religious rituals and ceremonies practiced in the Jewish faith. Some
of the rituals, like circumcision, caused a great deal of discussion. Students also had many questions about
the marriage rituals ranging from: ‘Can a Jewish person divorce?’ to ‘How can the Talmud help a person
find a marriage partner?’
Year 11 are preparing, not only for the March PPE, but for the GCSE exams – the first of which for Religious
Education is on the 13th May. Students should attend intervention on Thursdays or Mondays in B1 at
3.10pm. They can access the textbook on kerboodle.com; and they have revision guides to assist in their
home learning.
The Religious Education department has
chosen Medway Street Angels as St John
Fisher Catholic School’s Lenten project.
Catholic Social Teaching (CST) is being
promoted throughout all year groups this
year. One of the key principles of CST is the
option for the poor and vulnerable. This
world is shaped by the division between
growing prosperity for some and poverty
for others. The option for the poor reminds
us of God’s preferential love for the poorest
and most vulnerable people. Following that
guidance, we have chosen a local charity,
Medway Street Angels, to be the focus of
a charity collection for the school. Former student, Amber Gilbert, was instrumental in creating the charity.
All students will be encouraged to donate items for the charity including: shirts/trousers, socks/shoes,
toiletries (toothpaste/brushes, shampoo, deodorant, etc.), house-hold goods, gloves/scarves, tents/
sleeping bags, non-perishable food items, money. A letter will be sent outlining the purpose of the
collection and the items that could be donated. Any support will be greatly appreciated.
Miss J Turner
Mission Statement:
‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely
a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’
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Year 8 Educational Visit: Kent University
On the 28th January our year 8 students visited our partner university [The University of Kent] to get a
taste of university life. They took part in guided tours of the campus that involved treasure hunt style
activities, to help them fully grasp the scale and complexity of a university campus. They received guided
tours of the facilities within the university including science and forensic laboratories and the campus
library which amazed many students due to its size and the volume of books it contained. Throughout the
day students took part a variety of bespoke lectures aimed at helping them understand what university
entails and were encouraged to think about whether university life was for them.
The students were a credit to the school and many of them were inspired by what they saw. Some of their
observations were:
‘The trip was exciting and I was surprised by the size of the campus.’ Nadira Ahmed
‘I was surprised at how many subjects they had to offer.’ Lana Alves
‘I really want to go to university now.’ Hazhan Danyar
Mr D O’Halloran
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PTA News
St John Fisher School PTA is committed to building closer
partnerships with parents and carers. We have been
looking at ways that parents can access information
about school life, share their views and engage with
their children’s education.
To help with this, we are pleased to announce that we are now full members of Parentkind. All our parents
and carers can join free of charge and access lots of interesting ideas, news and resources. You do not need
to be an active member of our PTA to access this resource.

The PTA is open to ALL parents and carers. You can turn up to meetings as and when you’re able to; there is
no obligation to attend all meetings. Our meeting time and dates are posted on the school website as well
as our official twitter @St_JohnFisher, and Facebook pages @StJohnFisherMedway. You can also contact
Mrs Douglas for further information: j.douglas@stjohnfisher.school.

Next meeting dates:
29/03/19 - 6-7pm Upper Site
09/05/19 – 6-7pm Lower Site
20/06/19 – 6-7pm Lower Site
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Prefects
This year we have extended our student leadership opportunities throughout the school and now have
prefects representing Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. Students were invited to apply for a range of roles
and were then elected. Students in Key stage 3 attended a formal vote combined with a staff vote. I am
delighted to announce the names of our new prefects to you and am excited about the positive changes
their hard work, dedication and leadership will bring to St. John Fisher.
Uniform Head Students
Connor Watkins (Year 11)
Annalise Helene (Year 10)
Charity and Liturgy
Emily Warren-Heys (Year 7)
Hazhan Danyar (Year 8)
Hayley Bursey (Year 9)
Events
Sabrina Adjei-Tawiah (Year 7)
Shauna Best (Year 8)
Kyle Barrett-Alden (Year 10)
Nicole Kenala (Year 10)
Xavier Grist (Year 10)
Sports
Chloe Drain (Year 7)
David Vincent (Year 9)
Lilymae Excell (Year 10)
Isaac Shofela (Year 10)
Environment
Chloe Newton (Year 7)
Robbie Cutler (Year 8)
Skie Elsey (Year 9)
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our prefects the best of luck in their new roles and look
forward to our first official meeting on 12th March.
Miss S Morris
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Year 8 Science project homeworks
Following the Christmas break, Year
7 and 8 pupils were tasked were
challenged to produce a piece of
homework based on an area of science
that interests them. This came with
one caveat – no written reports were
allowed. In order to foster engagement
and fuel the spirit of scientific inquiry,
7 St Michael and 8 St Mary were given
four suggestions of topic: renewable
energy, evolution, genetics and space,
but were also encouraged to discard
these suggestions and come up with a
topic that suited them – no idea was
too crazy!

Mission Statement:
‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely
a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’
St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school

QA: Mar 19: VWA

St John Fisher Newsletter February 2019
@st_johnfisher
@st_johnﬁsher

@StJohnFisherMedway

www.stjohnfisher.school

Year 8 Science project homeworks (cont.d)
Look at what they came up with! From
crazy cakes to righteous rap battles,
university style lectures to knitted models,
our students created a massive variety of
awe inspiring project works which they
then shared with their peers and several
of our staff, improving the knowledge
of all involved. Showcasing their artistic
talents, DT skills, use of language devices
and musical skills, as well as their scientific
knowledge, these students brought a
new level of cross-curricular excellence to
their usual home learning.
We hope our students are exceptionally
proud of their efforts in this project – we
definitely are!
Miss V Roberts
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France Trip February 2019: A Diary
Day 1
On the Friday, we all met at school and then got on the coach outside
school at approximately 8:15. We then made our way down to Dover
Port to board the ferry.
After around an hour and half of sailing, we were in France! sIt was
an hour and a half drive to the PGL centre.
When we arrived at around 5 o’clock, we were greeted by the staff
before going to dinner. For dinner we were served with pizza and
chips!
Our evening was spent on a tour of the centre and some workshops.
We had to dress people in our groups up and do cat walks, as well as
completing quizzes about France.
Day 2
We were woken for an early breakfast before a marketing workshop
where we listened to a talk and then had to promote our items.
We had lunch and then we went back to our rooms to get warm
clothes on ready to do our outdoor activities. My group practised
catching on to a trapeze before we moved on to abseiling down a tall
wooden building on to a rope to the bottom.
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France Trip February 2019 (Contd.)
Day 2 (Cont.d)
Then we moved on to do archery and, after we were showed how
to safely use the equipment, we all had a few turns. The last activity
was team building: solving lots of riddles and working together. All
this made us very muddy, so we went back to our rooms to shower
and get ready to go to dinner.
Day 3
On the Sunday, we headed to Disney Land Paris for the day. Our
tickets allowed us to use both parks all day. We were going on
different rides all day and having loads of fun! Finally, at the end of
the day, the fireworks began and it was an amazing experience!
Day 4
Sadly, it was time to leave. We packed our suitcases up and gave
our keys back. On the journey back to Calais, we stopped at a hyper
market where we could get our lunch and purchase any drinks,
snacks or souvenirs there. We then went back and got back onto the
coach and drove for about 20 minutes to the port ready to relax on
the journey home.
Thankyou to all the staff who organised the visit.
Please turn over for some more photos.
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France Trip February 2019 (Contd.)

Katie Hand – Year 10
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NCS Update
NCS is a four-phase programme specifically designed to provide you with all sorts of new experiences.
Whether you’re a daredevil or creative genius, talkative or more reserved, you’ll be surprised by how
much you’re actually capable of, coming away with a host of new skills and bags of confidence. If you want
to boost your UCAS statement or CV, meet incredible people, get your voice heard and have a lot of fun
while you’re at it, then NCS is for you.
Huge congratulations are in order to the students, staff and parents from SJF! The NCS Trust set every
school in England a target number of young people in Year 11 and 12 to sign up to the NCS programme
each year and this year I am very proud to announce that SJF have already exceeded this target! So far,
32 young people from the school have decided to have a life changing summer, developing skills for the
future whilst making a positive change to their communities and having fun at the same time! These 32
young people represent over a massive 275% increase from the number of young people who came away
on programme with us last year, meaning that SJF has the third biggest growth in the region – so a huge
congratulations to you all – this is an incredible achievement!
Mr D O’Halloran
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Outstanding Perfomance

St John Fisher student George Moore
has been selected to play for the
Medway District Team.
On Saturday 23rd February, George
played for the Medway team in the
quarter finals of the District Cup against
Swale.
The game was played at the
Woodcombe Sports and Social Club in
Sittingbourne.
George started as a substitute in the
first half, with Medway finishing that
half 1-0 ahead. The Medway manager
brought George on at halftime. He
played a pivitol role in the second half,
helping Medway to 2 more goals, with
Medway the eventual winners 3-0.
Congratulations to George!
co n su l ti n g
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Chelsea’s Choice The Brooke Theatre Chatham
A performance of Chelsea’s Choice by the AlterEgo theatre group was delivered to our Year 9 students at
the Brooke Theatre on the morning of 5th Wednesday 13th February 2019.
The production identified how young people, boys and girls, are groomed by adults for the purposes
of sexual exploitation using various methods. These adults ensnare young people eventually taking
complete control and dominating their whole lives. The performance also identified to the students
that children as young as 13 are at risk of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and that victims come from all
backgrounds and communities.
The play proved highly effective in:
•
Raising awareness of healthy relationships and appropriate behaviour
•
Promoting safe internet use
•
Identifying risky situations
•
Raising awareness of ‘The Grooming Process’ and the differing forms that it can take
•
Raising awareness of Child Sexual Exploitation and the differing forms that it can take
•
Sign-posting relevant services
The performance concluded with a question and answer session, where many of our students had
questions to ask.
Feedback from students after the performance identified that they had an increased awareness of
•
Exploitation
•
Consent
•
Healthy / unhealthy relationships
St John Fisher would like to thank the production team, and the Brook Theatre, for this hard hitting but
very informative experience.
Miss L Crouch
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START

TO

FINISH

TERM 1

Monday 3rd September 2018

to

Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break

Monday 22nd October 2018

to

Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2

Monday 29th October 2018

to

Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break

Monday 24th December 2018

to

Friday 4th January 2019

TERM 3

Monday 7th January 2019

to

Friday 15th February 2019

February Break

Monday 18th February 2019

to

Friday 22nd February 2019

TERM 4

Monday 25th February 2019

to

Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break

Monday 8th April 2019

to

Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday

19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday

22nd April 2019

TERM 5

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday

to

Friday 24th May 2019

Monday 6th May 2019

May Break

Monday 27th May 2019

to

Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6

Monday 3rd June 2019

to

Tuesday 23rd July 2019

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
TERM 1

Monday 3rd September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to Students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – In school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2

Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

TERM 5

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 - Staff Development Day (School Closed to Students)

TERM 6

Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines,
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.
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