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Dear Readers,
Welcome to our April newsletter. Even though we were on holiday for two weeks
of this month, our newsletter is still packed with stories!
As a Catholic school, Easter is an important time of year for us. Inside this
newsletter, we explain how our community has marked the Lenten period with
Masses and by working with the Medway Street Angels, a charity set up by an
SJF alumnus to help the local homeless community.
This month’s newsletter captures some of the outstanding work going on in the
school. I am incredibly proud of Octavian, a Year 10 student who has won a
national award for Enterprise. Within these pages, you can also read an update
on the students and staff who have earned their Duke of York award, and find
out which of our brilliant pupils won this term’s Easter Eggstravaganza prizes.
As you may know, Year 11 and 13 students begin their formal written examinations
next week. I am delighted to see reports of their focused preparation in these
articles, and I ask you to keep all students doing examinations this summer in
your thoughts and prayers.
God Bless,
Mrs. Lennon
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The ability to download music and films on demand and share information is a great benefit of the
internet, but keep the following information in mind:
• Check what your children are downloading, as the film and music industries monitor the internet for
people downloading illegally and you’ll be held responsible for any illegal downloads your children
make.
• By downloading material from illegal sites, children risk downloading viruses or spyware at the same
time. They can also be downloaded from emails, pop-ups or sharing files as well as USB drives and
connected devices.
• Bloatware, trojans, malware and worms can also be downloaded. These can do anything from taking
control of your computer to slowing your device down.
• Phishing and pharming are ways of getting hold of private information, either by sending emails
pretending to be a genuine organisation such as a bank or building society, or sending you to copies
of genuine websites.
• File-sharing websites usually need special software. If your children are using one to download illegal
material, you may find a related icon on the desktop.

Talk to your children about how to download safely and legally, and help them understand why it’s
important to keep the computer free from viruses:
• Make it clear that it’s illegal to download most films, songs and games without paying for them.
• Research any download site your child is using and check it’s legal and trustworthy.
• Point your children to secure sites where they can buy music and films, such as iTunes or Amazon.
You can limit the amount they spend by getting them gift cards for a particular sum.
• Look into services such as Spotify (for music) or Netflix (for films) which allows unlimited streaming.
• Check your child’s computer and device internet histories regularly for signs of illegal activity. A total
lack of internet history may also be a sign of illegal activity.
• If an attachment seems suspicious, check with the person who sent it and scan it with appropriate
antivirus software before opening it. Some software provides a list of reputable sources for
downloading, as well as flagging those known for harmful content.
• Check your bank accounts and all bills you receive for any signs of identity theft.
(source https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/downloading-viruses/)
Mrs G Baxter
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
March 2019
Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader
is asked to nominate one student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Elise Jeffrey

Applied Student of the Month March 2019

Applied Student of the Month Of
March 2019 For Travel and Tourism.

For producing excellent work
in Science (Level 3) and
overall commitment to your
work.

Elise Jeffrey

For producing excellent work
in Health and Social Care and
overall commitment to the
subject.

Anita Rumenova

Skie Elsey

For producing excellent work
in Hospitality and overall
commitment to your work.

Tavonga Magona

Nicole Bell

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work
in Travel & Tourism and
overall commitment to the
subject

For producing excellent
work in Business Studies and
overall commitment to the
subject.
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Year 11 Prepare to Perform Afternoon
On Thursday 4th April, parents, carers and students were
invited to attend the ‘Prepare to Perform’ Afternoon. This was
an opportunity for students to collect their results from their
March PPEs and to have informal conversations with subject
leaders about their next steps regarding revision. Guests were
also invited to sample a range of delicious recipes which have
been developed by chef Mark Lloyd on behalf of PiXL! These
recipes are designed to enhance concentration and energy
levels and may be a way to support students through this
daunting period. If you would like to try these recipes, they can
be viewed on ShowMyHomework. This event was attended by
the majority of Year 11 and it was a pleasure to see the students
taking ownership over their success and learning.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the students, staff,
parents and carers for their attendance at this event. Additionally,
I would like to thank Mrs Owen and her KS4 Food Preparation
and Nutrition classes for preparing the sample recipes.
Miss S Morris
Easter Forums
During the Easter break, St John Fisher ran a series of focused revision sessions for our Year 11 students.
Despite the opportunity for a well-earned break, our students embraced these sessions wholeheartedly! I
am delighted to report that Year 11 students continue to show motivation and dedication to their studies
and are continuing to work exceptionally hard to ensure that they get the best possible outcomes in the
summer.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the staff who have given up their time to run these sessions for our
students and to say a massive well done to the students who attended! Keep up the hard work!
Miss S Morris
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Last term we reported on Business students in Year 9 and 10
taking part in the National Tenner Challenge competition. All
of the participating students did an amazing job and made a
profit from their enterprise ideas; we’re incredibly proud of
all of them!
We are now thrilled to announce that Octavian Paun from Year 10 has won the
‘Most Inspiring Individual’ category for 11 – 14 year olds.
https://www.tenner.org.uk/2019/04/25/national-tenner-challenge-2019-winners-announced/

Octavian will be attending the National Award Ceremony at the Bank of England in London on Wednesday
8th May, where he will get to meet some of the recent graduate employees who have just joined and chat
with everyone informally during lunch.
Sarah John, Chief Cashier and Director of Bank Notes at the Bank of England, is the keynote speaker at the
awards ceremony. Octavian and his family will have an opportunity to take part in a Q&A after Sarah has
spoken.
Thank you to everyone who supported this event and congratulations to Octavian.
Mrs Douglas
Teacher of Business, Parental Engagement and Events Co-ordinator
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Hospitality and Health and Social Care
Afternoon Tea Party.

An afternoon tea was held at Lower Site on April 29th
with an Old Time Music Hall Theme. This event was
attended by several service users from KASBAH and
Age UK Strood, along with their carers. KASBAH is a
local charity founded in 1966 by a group of parents
who wanted support and guidance to get the best
possible outcomes for their children with spina bifida or
hydrocephalus.

The food was prepared, cooked and served by our Level
2 Hospitality students. Our guests enjoyed sandwiches,
Victoria sponge cake, scones and lots of tea! The Lower
Site choir, led by Miss Dare, provided entertainment
as they performed several songs, including ‘When You
Wish Upon a Star’, ’There Will Be Blue Birds Over The
White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘Singing in the Rain’. The
Year 12 Health and Social Care students attended and
supported the event, interacting with all of the service
users and the staff to make sure everyone was having a
good time. Big thanks go to Mrs Egbuniwe, Mr Brown
and all the other members of staff who supported the
event in different ways.
Mrs A Field
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) students complete the English Reading Challenge.
As readers of previous newsletters will know, SJF students in Year 7 and 8 are completing our exciting
reading challenge, where each book read leads to a destination! Our EAL students have been meeting
on a Friday morning at Lower Site to assist with their challenge. Reading as a collaborative activity is very
beneficial to EAL learners. Our reading club have found the following activities very enjoyable and would
like to recommend them to others:
• Read aloud to learners. Recent research has shown that being read to for as little as ten minutes a
day can make a significant difference to a learner’s reading ability.
• Read in pairs in class.
• Paired reading with an older learner.
• Read aloud in small groups.
If you wish to have any further information regarding our early morning EAL group, please contact Mrs
Locke (EAL Co-ordinator).
Mrs N Locke

Sixth Form Interviews
During late March, over a hundred Year 11 students were interviewed by members of the Senior Leadership
Team to discuss joining St John Fisher. This was an enjoyable experience for both the staff and students
and we look forward to these students joining us in September in St John Fisher Sixth Form.
If any students still wish to apply for St John Fisher Sixth Form, they may download an application form
from the school website or alternatively see Mrs Hutchinson in Reception who has copies.
Mrs E Bailey
Year 7 and 8 Parents’ Evening
Over the last term, we have hosted the Year 7 and Year 8 Parents’ Evening. I would like to extend my thanks
to the parents who were able to attend and hope that you found the appointments useful and purposeful.
Thank you for your ongoing support!
Miss L Clarke
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St John Fisher School Council is a group of individuals who have been elected by their peers to represent
the views of form and year groups during whole school termly meetings.
Our school council reps have been busy this year! They have regularly attended meetings, telling us what
they like about school and what they think we could do to improve the school environment and their
experiences.
Below are some key points raised by students and changes that have been made so far this year.

Thank you to the following staff who have attended our meetings and helped to make changes:
Mr McCaughan, Miss Walker, Miss Chapman, Mr Headon and Mr Roberts

Mrs J Douglas
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In KS3 Religious Education, Year 7 students spent Term 4 learning about
Lent and the Passion of Jesus. They discussed how Jesus dealt with the
temptation in the desert and compared it to challenges they face. They
learnt about the events of Holy Week and how Jesus showed humility by
arriving on a donkey and washing his disciples’ feet. They also debated
whether or not Jesus had to die – many gave the argument that it would
have been good for him to stay alive and continue performing miracles.
Others claimed that he needed to die as his death makes it possible for
people to go to Heaven. Year 8 spent the term learning about morality
and the process of making moral decisions. Students were able to study
the basics of utilitarianism and compare it to how a religious person
would make a moral decision.

In KS4, Year 9-10 students have completed the GCSE Judaism component. They have learnt about the
different festivals celebrated by Jews – in particular the Days of Awe and the 3 Pilgrim festivals. They have
learnt about different types of synagogues and how Jews use them outside of worship. Year 11 students
had the opportunity to attend 3 different intervention sessions over the Easter half-term break. These
sessions were well attended and run by Mr Jennings and Mrs Drain. Year 11 have 3-4 lessons remaining
before the first external RE exam on the 13th May. Please keep them and any students taking exams at this
time in your thoughts and prayers.
Throughout the Easter Season, until Pentecost, the RE department will continue to collect donations of
clothes, toiletries or household items for Medway Street Angels.
The Medway Street Angels support up to 70
homeless people in Medway. Amber Gilbert,
an alumnus of St John Fisher Catholic School,
set up the Medway Street Angels charity three
years ago. She saw that the number of homeless
people on the streets of Medway was steadily
increasing and wanted to do something about
it. So with a few other volunteers, she began
collecting donations and meeting to distribute
to the homeless. The charity now provides a
meal for anyone who is in need twice a week and
distributes items to those in need.
Preferential option for the poor is a key theme
of Catholic Social Teaching and it is expected
that all Catholics should consider what they can
do to support the poor. However, our whole school community is invited and encouraged to participate in
this act of kindness. The department will be sponsoring a logo competition. All students will be encouraged
to create a new logo and the charity will select one to use as their new symbol. A prize will be awarded to the
student or students whose logo is selected by the charity and we will report on this in future newsletters.
Miss J Turner
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Duke of York Update - Bronze Award

Duke of York Update - Silver Award

Two additional special achievement awards have been announced by the Duke of York award.

If an individual completes all the Silver Badges they will win the Silver Star Special Achievement. I am glad
to announce that we have 5 Silver Star winners:

If an individual completes 50 (or more) Bronze badges they will win the Badge Champion Special
Achievement. I am glad to announce that we have 3 Badge Champions:

Mr B Willsher
Mr D Orpin
Kitty Fenton-Scott
Ilmars Jankuns
Vladmirs Golubkovs

Mr D Orpin
Kitty Fenton-Scott
Ilmars Jankuns
The below certificate shows those who have achieved their Bronze award:

The below certificate shows those who have achieved their Silver award:

Mrs G Baxter

Mrs G Baxter
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Parent Teacher Association (PTA) News
St. John Fisher School PTA is committed to building closer
partnerships with parents and carers. We have been
looking at ways that parents can access information
about school life, share their views and engage with their
children’s education.
To help with this, we are pleased to announce that we are now full members of Parentkind. All our
parents and carers can join free of charge and access lots of interesting ideas, news and resources. You do
not need to be an active member of our PTA to access this resource.

The PTA is open to ALL parents and carers. You can turn up to meetings as and when you’re able to and
there is no obligation to attend all meetings. Our meeting time and dates are posted on the school website
as well as our official Twitter, @St_JohnFisher, and Facebook @StJohnFisherMedway. You can also contact
Mrs Douglas for further information: j.douglas@stjohnfisher.school.

Next meeting dates:
09/05/19 – 6-7pm lower site
20/06/19 – 6-7pm lower site
Mrs J Douglas
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LENT 2019
Before the Easter holidays, SJF held our traditional Ash Wednesday Services at St Michael’s Church and
in school. During the services, students and staff received ashes placed on the forehead as a sign of
repentance for things that we would wish to ‘clear out’ and ‘put away’ from us. Father Baker delivered
Mass to our Year 7 and 8 students, while Deacon Jim delivered a service to all other years. During this
important time, students were asked to approach Lent through thinking about Jesus first, then others, and
then themselves.
With thinking about others being a crucial part of our Lenten preparations, SJF worked with the Medway
Street Angels, a local homeless charity. Students were encouraged to bring in any unwanted goods or
food that could be donated instead of giving up chocolate or sweets. This also gave the students time to
reflect on how perhaps we may take things for granted. (Readers can find out more about the work of the
Medway Street Angels in the RE Corner of this newsletter.)
Lent 2019 came to a close in the last week of the term with the Faith in Action group (Year 7 and 8
students) delivering an assembly of the journey through Holy Week for all students and staff. The purpose
and message of the assembly was to enable students and staff to reflect on the last few days of Jesus’ life
and the Christian concept of Resurrection.
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the Faith in Action Group for preparing and
delivering the Holy Week assembly to all staff and students.
Mrs L Crouch
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Chatham Deanery Retreat and Wellbeing Day 23rd April 2019
Within our school’s Catholic Community, retreats provide the opportunity and space for our staff and
students to take a step back from their daily life, reflect and develop their spiritual formation and physical
wellbeing.
On the 23rd April, staff from the Deanery’s Catholic Primary schools joined us for our first ever staff
Retreat and Wellbeing Day. Over 200 staff were present to take part and the aim of the day was to deepen
the understanding of the mission of the Church in education, to help staff understand how they can
contribute to the Catholic life of the school, and to recognise that spiritual development of staff is part of
the educational responsibilities of schools, so that they can then guide the spiritual development of our
students.
The day started with an inspirational talk from Canon Luiz Ruscillo, who
travelled down from Lancaster to share the day with us. Staff then moved on
to various workshops which included activities such as yoga, flower arranging,
drumming, arts and crafts along with more vigorous activities such as circuit
training and boxing.
Later on in the day, a Concelebrated Mass was delivered by Dean Bart along
with Father Baker, Canon Luiz Ruscillo and Deacon Jim.
To complete the day, lunch was served where all staff discussed and shared
their experiences from the day.
The day was a great success and prepared staff to welcome students back to
school after the Easter break.
We would like to thank all of the event organisers, as well as every staff member
who joined us for such a wonderful and meaningful day.
Mrs L Crouch
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Eggstravaganza
As part of our ongoing commitment to rewarding students, we held 2 reward events during the last week
of term.
The top 25 point scoring students from each year group were invited to a cinema afternoon on Thursday
4th April. Students in Years 7 and 8 enjoyed Johnny English whilst students in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12/13
watched Jurassic Park: The Fallen Kingdom. A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all who attended!
On Wednesday 3rd April, we held our prize draw for Bluewater vouchers. To be entered into the draws,
students had to earn reward slips on Behaviour Watch in the last weeks of term. A bronze slip earned a
place in the £25 draw, a silver a place in the £50 draw and a gold or Headteacher’s award a place in the
£75 draw. There was no limit to the number of entries a student could have into each draw. The winning
students, with permission from parents/ carers, were then taken to Bluewater straight from school to
spend their hard earned prizes.
The winning students were as follows:

Year 7 & 8:
£25- Riley Fleming
£50- Haroon Khan
£75- Chloe Newton
Year 9 & 10
£25- Cristyan De Azevedo Martins
£50- Jakub Szwarc
£75- Ernie Zekas
Year 11, 12 & 13
£25- Karolina Stalioraityte
£50- Carolina Moura
£75- Vladimirs Golubkovs
Congratulations to the winners and to all students who worked so hard to earn their places in the draws!
Miss T Chapman
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START

TO

FINISH

TERM 1

Monday 3rd September 2018

to

Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break

Monday 22nd October 2018

to

Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2

Monday 29th October 2018

to

Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break

Monday 24th December 2018

to

Friday 4th January 2019

TERM 3

Monday 7th January 2019

to

Friday 15th February 2019

February Break

Monday 18th February 2019

to

Friday 22nd February 2019

TERM 4

Monday 25th February 2019

to

Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break

Monday 8th April 2019

to

Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday

19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday

22nd April 2019

TERM 5

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday

to

Friday 24th May 2019

Monday 6th May 2019

May Break

Monday 27th May 2019

to

Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6

Monday 3rd June 2019

to

Tuesday 23rd July 2019

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
TERM 1

Monday 3rd September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to Students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – In school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2

Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

TERM 5

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 - Staff Development Day (School Closed to Students)

TERM 6

Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines,
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.
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