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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the October edition of the St John Fisher Catholic School newsletter. 
Year 11 are taking their first set of pre public or mock examinations and 
several students in the Sixth Form are retaking their Maths and English GCSE 
examinations in the next 2 weeks. I would ask that you please keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers throughout this trying time for our students.

I have had the pleasure of visiting 8 of our local Catholic primary schools over 
the past 6 weeks. On each visit, I was accompanied by former students from 
that primary school. The students spoke to Year 6 students, their parents and 
staff in each school. Our students were so confident and articulate when they 
presented their journey and successes through SJF. I was immensely proud of 
them. The response from the primary schools was fantastic and we welcomed 
hundreds of visitors to our open events. 

Please do follow us on our official social media 

so that you can get a greater detail on the wide variety of activities happening 
every day.

God Bless

Mrs D Lennon
Headteacher

@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

@StJohnFisherMedway
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Parliamentary Review Gala

  
Regular newsletter readers will remember that September’s issue included an article on St John Fisher’s 
inclusion in this year’s Parliamentary Review for South-East England. (The Parliamentary Review is published 
annually and aims to give ‘a comprehensive picture of the state of secondary education currently, and the 
head teachers who are leading the way in best practice’.)

On 1st October, Mrs. Lennon and Miss Walker attended the Parliamentary Review Gala in London which 
celebrated the launch of this year’s publication. Speeches were made by Ed Balls (former Secretary of 
State for Children, Schools and Families) and George Osborne (former Chancellor of the Exchequer) and 
all the institutions included in the review were congratulated and thanked for their efforts.

The full article can be viewed online at http://www.theparliamentaryreview.co.uk/editions/secondary-
education/secondary-education-south-east 

Miss V Walker
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Primary School Visits
Throughout September and October, 
Mrs. Lennon made visits to some of our 
local primary schools, taking some of our 
students who had originally attended 
that primary with her.
At each school, she handed out 
personalised leaflets with the images of 
our students on them – a selection are 
printed here.
We are amazingly proud of the mature 
way our students presented themselves 
and spoke to primary pupils, and would 
like to thank them for their efforts.

Miss V Walker
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
September 2018

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate 1 student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as 

well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month September 2018

Student of the Month Nominees

Applied Student of the Month Of
September 2018 For Travel and 

Tourism.

For producing excellent work 
in Science (Level 3) and 

overall commitment to your 
work.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Travel & Tourism and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Sport (Level 3) and overall 
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Hospitality and overall 

commitment to your work.
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Spanish Exchange Continues to Grow the SJF Global Community

During the 2018 Summer term, SJF played host to a group of Spanish students for a week (pictured below). 

Each Spanish student was buddied up with one of our Year 8 pupils during their visit; one of them, Marta, 
became good friends with one of our students in Year 8, Maisy.

Maisy and her family toured Spain in a campervan over the summer. On their way to Valencia, they visited 
Marta and her family in her home city of Teruel, in the Aragon region of Eastern Spain. Maisy and Marta 
are pictured below.
 

Miss V Walker
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Offering professional one to one and group instrumental tuition in Guitar, Bass, Ukulele, 
Drums, Vocals and Piano throughout the Kent and South east area for primary/secondary 

schools, universities and after school clubs.

Qualified teachers with 20 years teaching experience.

Grades taught if required for all levels.

Price List

                        30 min lesson = £15                     Group teaching (minimum 5 or more students)
                      1 hour lesson = £30                    1 hour = £40
                                                                             30 min = £20

Contact Details 

Phone/Message: 07949777671            Email: rochestermusicschool@gmail.com

MUSICIANS UNION MEMBERSHIP NO. 1029152     DBS DISCLOSURE NO. 001599025451

PTA News

It was lovely to meet some of our parents/carers and former students of St John Fisher school at our first 
PTA meeting last term. We thank you for taking the time to come and share your thoughts and ideas with 
us. PTA involvement can really enhance the lives of our students in school and we are looking forward to 
working with you throughout the year.

Our next meeting is taking place on Wednesday 14th November, 6-8pm at our upper site. Please do come 
along if you can. 

Many thanks, Mrs Douglas.
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Imam Visit to year 12 and 13 Health and Social Care class

We were privileged to have a talk from our local Imam, Safudin Nisar, and ex-student Marwanul, about 
Islam. This was to give our students some ideas about how service users from different faiths have varying 
needs. 

The Imam explained the basis of the Islam faith and how Muslim people practice their faith on a day to 
day basis. He talked about the importance of prayer, the Five Pillars of Islam, going to Mosque, the Quran, 
Fasting and Charity. 

Understanding that Muslims fast for a month called Ramadan is important in terms of their nutritional 
care, especially if they suffer from conditions such as diabetes. Muslims are not allowed to eat to eat pork, 
drink alcohol or take recreational drugs. They should only consume halal meat, which has been killed in a 
way that follows the Islamic faith. 

It is also important that care homes and hospitals provide 
quiet areas where service users can pray every day. It was 
really interesting to understand not only why Muslims 
pray 5 times a day, but the ways in which they pray were 
also explained. 

The forth Pillar is called Zakat. Every Muslim should give at 
least 2.5% of their wealth to someone who has less than 
themselves, it is considered to be obligatory and service 
users may want to continue this with help from carers/
advocates to complete necessary paperwork. 

The fifth Pillar is pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia which 
they ae expected to make once in their lifetime. This could 
be celebrated in care homes and discussed with other 
service users to promote knowledge and understanding 
of different faiths. 

The talk was very informative and the Health and Social 
Care students can use all of the information to inform 
their coursework and their work experience placements.

Mrs A Field
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Design And Technology
Club

Year 7 and 8

Chaplaincy

The annual Deanery Mass took place at St Simon Stock 
Roman Catholic Church on Wednesday September 26th. 
Father James Tierney celebrated the Mass for the Catholic 
schools in the Chatham Deanery. Representatives from each 
school participated in delivering bidding prayers for the staff 
and students as well as for leaders in the world and those 
who are unwell or struggling at the time. Mr McCaughan 
accepted the blessed candle on behalf of the staff and 
students from St John Fisher.

Miss J Turner

Enjoy 
yourself!

Team Work 

Design and 
Create new 
products!

Develop 
Skills

Gain More 
Experience 

on the 
Machines!

Day: 
Thursday

Time: 
3:05pm till 4:00pm

Teacher:
Mrs Owen

Room:
SA8
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Go For Movember!

Some of the SJF staff will be growing moustaches and 
beards this month to help raise money for the Movember 
Foundation, the leading charity for men’s health. Look out for 
an update in next month’s newsletter about how they got on!
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Calling all year 8’s!
Are you interesting in taking 

Food Preparation 
and Nutrition for GCSE?

Then this is the 
club for you!

Mrs Owen is running an after school programme 
called ‘Food Life Skills’.

It will be every Monday starting 12th November for 
8 weeks! Make sure you can attend all sessions!

For more information, collect an application letter 
from your Design and Technology Teacher. Return 
completed application forms to Mr. Darby ASAP, as 

there is limited space available. 



St John Fisher Newsletter October 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Oct 18: VWA  

@StJohnFisherMedway



St John Fisher Newsletter October 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Oct 18: VWA  

@StJohnFisherMedway

Eco Team Update

The Eco Team is a group of students working on lower site to 
improve the school environment for the benefit of all pupils 
so that they can build ‘greenness’ into both the day-to-day 
life of the school and pupils’ learning. 

This term, the Eco Team has focused on revamping our 
conservatory at lower this year by installing greenhouse 
heaters and placing some plant pots on our shelving units. 
We are very grateful to the parent who donated these. 
Ultimately, the team intends to transform the conservatory 
so that it is an additional quiet area for students during 
break and lunch time.

The Eco Team has also worked to change the bins on 
lower site so that they are now green recycling bins. The 
team would like to say a big thank you to Mrs Lennon, 
the Headteacher, for helping to make this possible. The 
team leader, Robbie, has also designed posters and will be
organising an assembly to recruit new year 7 students. The team is excited about the year ahead and 
looking forward to working with our new year 7 students.

Mr A Sogbetun

School Council News

The first School Council meeting took place on 16th October.  It was lovely to meet the following year group 
representatives. 

Year 7: Chloe, Tyrese, 
Year 8: Michael, Nadira, 
Year 9: William, Chanelle,
Year 10: Lauren, Gianluca, 
Year 11: Conor, Ruby.
Year 12, Deputy Head Girl: Megan

All students contributed to the meeting and are keen to get involved, help others and take on leadership 
responsibilities. I’m really looking forward to working with them more throughout the year.

Our next school council meeting is taking place on Tuesday 27th November. Look out for an update in a 
future newsletter!

Mrs J Douglas



St John Fisher Newsletter October 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Oct 18: VWA  

@StJohnFisherMedway



St John Fisher Newsletter October 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Oct 18: VWA  

@StJohnFisherMedway

KentOnline
News you can trust

Robert Butler made his senior debut for the London Broncos against Toronto Wolfpack 
By Luke Cawdell    lcawdell@thekmgroup.co.uk

Rob Butler has gone from ball-boy to professional with the 
London Broncos.

Just a few years ago he was sitting on the sidelines at 
Priestfield when the rugby league side used Gillingham’s 
football stadium for an ‘on the road’ game.

But a fortnight ago the dream to play senior level rugby 
came true when Butler came off the bench in Broncos’ 
game against Toronto Wolfpack.

The former St John Fisher School pupil helped them to a 47-16 victory, their fourth win from four at the 
start of the Championship season.

Butler said: “I was sitting on the side of the pitch watching and at the time I don’t think I was playing any 
higher than club level.

“You definitely dream that one day it could be you but you never think it could be attainable.”

Butler began playing rugby league with the Medway 
Dragons, just a few years after their formation, starting as 
an under-12 before the Broncos came calling.

He joined their academy and spent three years there – two 
while at sixth form and one while doing part-time work at 
Morrisons – before getting a professional deal.

“It was nice to make the next step up but I know I have got 
a lot to prove,” said the 19-year-old, who has now moved 
to London from his family home in Rochester.

“My family have been there throughout the whole process and when I couldn’t drive, they would take me 
up to London.

“It was nice for everyone and exciting for me.”

The original article can be viewed on the KentOnline site here: https://www.kentonline.co.uk/medway/
sport/robert-butler-london-broncos-debut-medway-dragons-161197/
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University Fair at Emirates Stadium

On the 28th of September, sixth form students attended an educational trip 
to the Emirates Stadium, for a university fair. This was a great opportunity for 
sixth form students to find out information and speak to different types of 
people regarding apprenticeships and university. Throughout the day, students 
had the chance to speak to a number of exhibitors who would be able to help 
with UCAS applications and explain how to write a unique personal statement. 

There were many different universities at this careers fair, including Canterbury 
Christ Church, Lincoln, Coventry and many more. Each university would discuss 
required grades and what they offer at the university in order to help you choose 
the perfect course for you. This was extremely helpful to students who had any 
questions or queries regarding university or apprenticeship placements. 

Making the transition from sixth form to university can be a daunting experience, 
so this trip to the Emirates put many students at ease because students were 
able to speak to professionals about things such as student finance and life 
beyond sixth form. 

The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and we thought that the careers 
fair was a great opportunity for those who wanted to find out more information 
regarding universities and apprenticeships. 

Dean Hughes and Kacey Tattersall 
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Chessington Day Trip

On Monday 15th September, Year 9 Travel and Tourism, Health and 
Social Care and Business Studies went on a day trip to Chessington 
World of Adventures. Around 30 students went that day, representing 
all 3 subjects. 

We met at the school canteen for 7:45 and completed our registration 
before getting on the coach for 8am. The drive was peaceful; there wasn’t 
too much traffic, which meant we all had a longer time to actually visit 
Chessington. When we arrived, we went to a talk that lasted about an 
hour telling us about their business and how many businesses they run. 
During the session we had group tasks to do; the group that contributed 
the most won a prize of getting a wristband which we could download 
all of our images onto. 

Once the talk was over, the winning group went to the shop and the 
teacher got the wristband to be put onto another student. When 
going around the theme park you could go in your groups and go onto 
whatever rides you wanted.  This was splendid because it meant you 
didn’t have to go on rides you didn’t want to; you could be in your 
groups and just stay off a ride if you wanted to. My group went on a lot 
of different types of rides. For example, we went on the Vampire and 
Dragon’s Fury twice. We went on the Black Buccaneer four times in a 
row! Our group really enjoyed the day as a whole and had a great time.
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We all were basically laughing and smiling all day and this was a great way 
to feel. We are all good friends and this meant we had an even better day, 
as we all communicated well and we knew how to make each other laugh 
and smile. 

At 4pm we all met at Sealife to get our picture taken in our groups. There 
was a green screen behind us, which was used to add the effect of a Sealife 
real experience. After this, we had our register taken just to check we were 
all there. Whilst we were waiting for people to get their pictures taken, a 
lot of groups merged together and had a good chat and laugh. This was 
great because it allowed students who weren’t previously friendly to get 
to know each other. This helped friendship groups, as people who may 
not have so many friends all of a sudden were clicking with so many more 
people - it was outstanding! 

Once we were all there, we jumped onto the coach and drove home. 
Chessington was really great and a wonderful opportunity to talk to 
people you may not have seen yourself talking to before! It is amazing to 
meet new people, and the park is the experience of a lifetime if you have 
never been before. 

The day as a whole was great and I’m pretty sure everybody enjoyed the 
day!
 

Molly Seaney, Year 9
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Robot Wars: An Update 

Following a successful design entry at the 
end of last summer, three budding Year 
11 engineers, through an astounding level 
of perseverance and creativity, built and 
prepared their ‘Unipup’ (part unicorn, part 
puppy) robot in order to face off against 
other deadly robots in a Battle Royale at 
the University of Greenwich on the 20th of 
September. 

Parents and Carers following SJF on Twitter 
may recall our pride and joy at the success 
of these young ladies in the first round of 
heats, in which ‘Unipup’ came second in the 
first round, and came out as champion in 
the second. This afforded us a place in the 
finals, where not only schools, but members 
of the public would also come to watch. 
Amongst them were several parents and 
carers, supportive students and friends of 
the competitors, and SJF staff who came to 
offer their support in this final round, which 
took place on Sunday 23rd of September. 

Following an intense battle in which 
‘Unipup’ was flipped, tossed, and at one 
point even burned, we gave as good as we 
got, coming out 5th overall, from an initial 
700 applicants to the competition back in
January. Myself, Mr. Darby, and the entire school community are exceptionally proud of this accomplishment, 
and of the skills our students have gained by partaking in this experience. 

Furthermore, we are pleased to announce that applications for Robot Wars 2019 are now open! See Mr 
Darby or Miss Roberts for details and an application form as soon as possible. 

Miss V Roberts
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Religious Education

On the sunny day of the 28th of September, Year 7 travelled to Aylesford 
Priory for their spiritual retreat. Students were able to learn about 
the history and importance of the priory, which dates back to the 
13th century. Father Baker celebrated a Welcome Mass for the new 
Year 7 members of the St John Fisher community. The day included 
time spent touring the site, completing booklet tasks that developed 
their knowledge and understanding of the Priory. Students also 
had opportunities to reflect on faith and learn what daily life at the 
Priory might include. Students have reported back to the Religious 
Education department saying: ‘It wasn’t what I thought it would be, I 
really enjoyed the day!’ and ‘I enjoyed learning about the art and the 
buildings.’ The event supports the RE termly homework project about 
Aylesford Priory and its importance as a place of pilgrimage.

Miss J Turner
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SJF Open Days

Throughout September and October, we have been pleased to welcome 
parents and carers of Year 6 students to our SJF Open Days.

At each event, guests were taken on tours by Year 9 and 10 students, 
listened to a presentation about the new school building and were 
invited to attend the Headteacher’s talk where they heard from Mrs. 
Lennon, as well as some current students.

Our Saturday and evening Open Events also provided the opportunity 
for our visitors to engage with some fabulous activities such as watching 
Science teachers set their hands on fire and eating the cookies from 
Food and Nutrition. 

We were proud of all students who represented us so wonderfully on 
our Open Days. Guests commented that students were ‘friendly and 
helpful’ and that it was a ‘very welcoming’ atmosphere.

Any parent or carer who was unable to attend an Open Event is very 
welcome to contact Reception and arrange a separate visit.                                                                                                                      

Miss V Walker
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 to Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break Monday 22nd October 2018 to Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2 Monday 29th October 2018 to Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break Monday 24th December 2018 to Friday 4th  January 2019

TERM 3 Monday 7th  January 2019 to Friday 15th February 2019

February Break Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday 22nd  February 2019

TERM 4 Monday 25th February 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break Monday 8th April 2019 to Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 22nd April 2019

TERM 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 to Friday 24th May 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019

May Break Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6 Monday 3rd June 2019 to Tuesday 23rd July 2019  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 3rd  September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to Students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – In school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

TERM 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 - Deanery Retreat (School closed to Students)

TERM 6 Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd  July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


