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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the November edition of our monthly newsletter. It 
represents our vibrant dynamic school and enables you to get an 
insight to what happens at St John Fisher Catholic Community 
School. Increasingly, our articles are written by students and this 
is important as it demonstrates the ownership that students have 
of their school. Our December edition will be available in our first 
week back and will contain details of the many seasonal events 
taking place over the coming weeks. 

As I write, we are starting to prepare for the holy season of Advent 
which leads us in turn to our preparations for Christmas. It is a time 
for reflection and often remembering those who are no longer with 
us as well as a time of enjoyment. I wish every one of you a Happy 
Christmas and peace and happiness in the coming New Year.

God Bless

Mrs Lennon
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Trip to St Anselm’s Catholic School

On the 9th of November, Lily Woodham and Jack Reynolds traveled to St Anselm’s 
Catholic School in Canterbury to attend the Youth Executive Board meeting for Kent 
students. The meeting was attended by St Anselm’s, Canterbury, St John Fisher, 
Medway, St Simon Stock, Maidstone, Ursuline College, Thanet, St Edmund’s, Dover, 
and St John’s, Gravesend. 

Patrick Harrison, advisor for Religious Education in secondary schools, explained 
the purpose and function of the youth executive. He then gave a presentation about 
the work of the YEB and how it contributes to the work of the Archbishop, the 
Diocese and the Education Commission. Simon Hughes gave a brief presentation 
on the work of the Education Commission and his role as Director. We discussed 
positive and negative experiences we have as pupils in Catholic schools. Some of the 
positives include: a strong sense of community; feeling part of a family; respectful 
of each other and of differences; and that the community is for all at the school, 
not just the Catholics. Areas that we want to strengthen include emphasising the 
importance of the Eucharist for Catholics; engaging the whole school community 
with Mass; developing our links with local parishes; developing a wider variety of 
teaching approaches in R.E. and emphasising its importance to all pupils. 

We also talked about the Vatican Synod on young people. Some of the points that were brought up were 
things like social media as tools for evangelization; that Church leaders need to have evangelical credibility; 
and that we should not be ‘first world’ myopic.  

As a part of the meeting, official positions were elected to help plan and run future meetings. We managed 
to vote for the chair and vice-chair of the group. I (Jack) was voted as vice-chair, which means I will help 
the chair with the organization of the YEB meetings.   

Jack Reynolds

School Early Closure at Christmas

School will close early on Wednesday 19th  December at 2.05 pm, 
and again on Thursday 20th December at 1pm.
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Back to Business Day

The process leading up to Back to Business Day was very interesting as 
this was the first year students would be able to get this experience; the 
thought of the business day had Year 10 students excited about learning 
how they would be able to make a change for themselves academically. 

I really enjoyed the Back to Business Day as it was a great opportunity 
for the whole of Year 10 to gain an insight to our future and the paths we 
can take. For example, an apprenticeship generally wouldn’t have been 
my first choice; however, the information given to us students was a real 
eye opener about the choices we could make. 

Learning about how to write a CV was a crucial part of the day. We learned 
about what to include in a CV and how GCSE results can be critical in 
terms of finding a job. We were taught that finding employment can 
be a challenge, so it’s important to do your best. Also, make sure that 
when you’re writing a CV that you have checked your grammar and 
punctuation are perfect. This was really fun as we were all able to make 
a CV ourselves. The information given to us was very helpful and it was 
a phenomenal experience.

For the majority of Year 10, the real highlight was being able to dress up 
smartly. This was very exciting and this also linked into a lesson learnt in 
class about interviews. During a session on interview technique we were 
taught how to address the interviewer and how to introduce ourselves 
formally. Appropriate dress was emphasised. I feel like this was a key 
piece of information that many people didn’t know; it is fascinating how 
the outcome of a job interview could be determined by small things 
such as a handshake or eye contact. 

Ultimately, I feel that the Back to Business Day was enjoyed by the 
whole year group. It was really educational and fun, and other year 
groups wished to have the same opportunity. Hopefully this event will 
guide students to make appropriate decisions for themselves. Being 
able to speak to a variety of employers was something I feel everyone 
was grateful for, as we learnt how they got to the positions they’re in 
and how these things don’t come easily. This day definitely encouraged 
students to pursue their dreams. Thank you for the Back to Business Day, 
it was a great learning experience.

Isaac Shofela
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
October 2018

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate one student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject as well 

as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month October 2018

Student of the Month Nominees

Applied Student of the Month of
October 2018 for Business Studies.

For producing excellent work 
in Travel & Tourism and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Sport (Level 3) and overall 
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Science (Level 3) and 

overall commitment to your 
work.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care 

and overall commitment to 
the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Hospitality and overall 

commitment to your work.
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Sutton Scholars Opportunity 

Last year, seven of our best and brightest Year 8 pupils applied and were successfully accepted to the 
Sutton Scholars Programme at University College London (UCL). This programme involved taking part in 
several ‘Discovery Days’ during February through to May, where students were afforded the opportunity 
to experience a range of academic subjects at a university level. These events took place in the form of 
fun and engaging workshops, and culminated in the Sutton Scholars summer school. This was a non-
residential event in which students not only attended workshops and seminars, but also talked to and 
spent time with current university students, experiencing the social aspect of university. 

St John Fisher is pleased to announce this opportunity is once again available to students in Year 8. This 
provides students with a fantastic opportunity to experience university life, engage further with their 
studies and make informed choices about their options. Applicants should be on track to achieve their 
target grade at the end of the year, and will need parental support. For more information or to apply, 
contact Miss Roberts (v.roberts@stjohnfisher.school). 

(Four of the pupils who attended Sutton Scholars in summer 2018)

Miss V Roberts



St John Fisher Newsletter November 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Nov 18: VWA  

Anti-Bullying Week

On Friday 16th November, the St John Fisher community came together to mark the Anti-Bullying Alliance’s 
Anti-Bullying Week. The organisation aims to stop bullying and help create environments in which students 
can live, grow, play and learn.

Key Stage 3 students had spent some of their registration time that week designing badges to commemorate 
the event. A selection of these designs were then made into badges and handed out to all students on 
both sites as they came into school. Some of our pupils are pictured below:
 

Parents and carers wishing to know more about the organization can visit www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk 

Miss V Walker
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St John Fisher Presentation Evening

On Wednesday 14th November, staff, students and 
families joined us for our glittering Presentation 
Evening. This event celebrates the achievements 
of SJF’s top students from Years 7-13 and is an 
opportunity to reward academic excellence and 
outstanding contributions to school life. 

On the night, attendees were lucky enough to listen 
to wonderful musical performances from the school 
choir, Year 10 student Lisa and Year 13 student 
George. Deacon Jim led us in prayer and Guest 
Speaker Rose Corr, from the Class of 1978, spoke 
about her time at St John Fisher before handing our 
prizes to our winners. Each received a certificate 
and a commemorative pen before we finished the 
evening with drinks and other refreshments.

We would like to congratulate all of our winners 
on the night – the students attending were a credit 
to the school throughout the evening and truly 
represented the brightest and best of SJF 2017-18.

Miss V Walker
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Reading Rush!

Over the last three weeks, the English department hosted St John Fisher’s first ever Reading Rush, in which 
students in Years 7 and 8 competed to complete as many Accelerated Reader quizzes as possible. 

Together, students in both year groups read 296 books and passed an impressive 184 quizzes. The winning 
classes were Mr Hodnette’s 7Bronte, with 51 quizzes passed, and Miss Michaelis’ 8Durrell (43 quizzes 
passed). The students enjoyed their reward in form of a doughnut party.

Special congratulations go to Aaliyah-Jada Balfour (7Bronte) and Augusto Chiari (8Durrell), who passed 
eleven quizzes each. They were awarded certificates and book vouchers for their fantastic effort.

The English department would like to thank all staff and parents for their support of our students’ reading. 

We would also like to remind parents and carers of our Year 7 and 8 students that reply slips need to 
be returned in order for students to take their reading books home. Students can see their teachers for 
replacement slips if needed.

What our students thought of the Reading Rush:

• “What I liked most was the plot twists!” (Alice Elvy)

• “You may not like reading, but I promise you reading is an adventure and an adventure is a risk we all 
need to take.” (Bethany Garbutt)

•  “From the first day of school until now, my reading experience has been fun and really helpful.” (Daniel 
Ianuzziello)

• “Reading Rush made me feel like reading more and more books.” (Retag El Mosslimani)

• “I’m very happy about what I have read. I felt like I went to another world.” (Serefettin Cinar)

Miss K Michaelis
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Writing Against Conflict

St John Fisher students’ work to be published in school anthology

Drawing inspiration from National Poetry Day, the members of Upper Site’s Creative Writing Club organised, 
ran and judged their very first writing competition, entitled “Conflict”.

Budding poets, playwrights, novelists and short story writers from Years 7 to 11 were invited to take part. 
Submissions covered a range of current and important topics, from mental health and friendship issues to 
larger political issues such as racism or the refugee crisis. Diana Ionescu, Alexandra Iovan-Codru, Soniya 
Malhotra, Karen Kamanga and Dawid Bobrowski, members of Creative Writing Club, would like to thank 
all students for their entries. 

The following students were selected as the winners for their year group:

• Year 7: Chloe Newton, Jasmine Lacey, Farron Chime, Ethan Cullen, Amelie Blackmore, Mohammed 
Hussain, Olamide Soyinka, Ben Watkins

• Year 8: Reanna Allan, Nadia Kowal, Harry Collins, Lucian Marin, Dylan Mullaney

• Year 9: Italia Bonner, Grace Wait

• Year 10: Zizi Igiehon, Anisa Islam, Annalise Helene

• Year 11: Aimee McMeekin, Mercy McCauley, Artur Trimailov, Joanna Mroczko, Toyosi Adeyemo, Manu 
Sibichan, David Igbedion, Jude Howe, Melissa Rouncivell

The students have been invited to attend Creative Writing Club (taking place at Upper Site on Mondays 
after school in the library and on Lower Site on Mondays at lunch time in SA5) in order to edit and perfect 
their work, ready for publication. The school anthology will be published using Amazon’s Young Storyteller 
scheme – see future newsletters for further information!

Creative Writing Club also welcomes new members who did not submit for the writing competition, but 
wish to see their work published.

Miss K Michaelis



St John Fisher Newsletter November 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Nov 18: VWA  

Sixth Form Open Evening

We were delighted to see so many Year 11 students, both from St John 
Fisher School and other local schools, attend the Sixth Form Open 
Evening. In order to help with A Level choices, students attended 
mini lessons on a range of A Level topics. They also got  advice from 
present staff and students about vocational qualifications. 

We were also thrilled to host The University of Kent Outreach Team  
who were on hand to give advice about university and student 
finance. The students included Tom, one of our alumni, who has 
recently started at university. He was particularly pleased to be back 
with us passing on his knowledge to our current students.

Sixth Form application forms can be downloaded from our school 
website and need to be returned to school by 14th December.

Mrs E Bailey
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Why Join SJF Sixth Form ?

Outstanding vocational results in the top 5% of schools 
nationally

Overall wonderful Level 3 results of 65% A*-B in 2018

5 minutes from Chatham Station

A designated Sixth Form area with computer rooms, 
excellent teaching facilities and café

A range of academic and vocational courses at Level 2 
and 3 to cater for all students

You have an exciting future ahead of you; 
let us be part of making your dreams a reality!
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Careers in Sport

The GCSE PE classes in Years 9, 10 and 11 were visited 
by Harvey Grout, from Careers in Sport, on Wednesday 
14th November. 

The students took part in a workshop to broaden their 
knowledge of the different types of jobs and careers 
available in the sport industry. These ranged from 
coaching and teaching to health and nutrition to sport 
science. 

Students also had the opportunity to demonstrate skills 
that employers will be looking for and to consider how 
their CV may reflect them as an individual. 

The PE department would like to thank Harvey for his 
visit as our students now have a wider understanding of 
careers in sport.

Any further information about careers in sport can be 
found at: www.careers-in-sport.co.uk 

Miss S Cheedy

DROP IN Maths 
Intervention

SB3
Tuesdays

3:15pm- 3:45pm

• Bring along a question/ topic that you 
need some help with.

Everyone is welcome

• Get prepared by improving your skills 
in the topics you are struggling with.

• Get your MathsWatch account sorted 
too!!
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Our PTA is growing!

It was good to see our regular parents, along with some new faces, 
at our recent PTA meeting on 14th November.  

We are pleased to announce that the following key PTA roles have 
been filled:

1. Chairperson: Mrs H. Holmes
2. Treasurer: Mrs T. Flowers 
3. Networking and communications: Mrs H. Erwin

A huge thank you to everyone for coming along and continuing to support the students and staff of SJF 
school.

Year 7 & 8 PTA & Red Cross Disco

We are currently organising a school disco for Year 7 and 8 students that will be held 
on Thursday 13th December at the upper school site.  Tickets are on sale in school 
and the proceeds from the disco will be split between the PTA and the British Red 
Cross charity to support the incredible work they do around the world. Students will 
be bringing a letter home about this event very soon. We are fortunate to have the 
help of Mrs Field and the students of the Red Cross Club; however, we are always 
grateful for additional support with setting up, supervising or packing up.  If you are 
able to offer any help, please contact 

Mrs Douglas: j.douglas@stjohnfisher.school

The PTA is open to ALL parents and carers. If you are interested in what’s going on and would like to 
have a say or support the school with activities then we would love to hear from you.  You can turn up to 
meetings as and when you’re able to; there is no obligation to attend all meetings. Our meeting time and 
dates are posted on the school website as well as our official Twitter @St_JohnFisher, and Facebook page 
@StJohnFisherMedway.
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Food Skills Club

Food Skills Club takes place on a Monday after school for Year 8 students on upper site in room B4.

The club runs from a prompt start at 3:25pm and finishes between 4:40pm and 5pm.  Students were 
invited to attend the club so that they could experience cooking skills at a fast pace ready for choosing 
Food Preparation and Nutrition as a GCSE course. There was a cost to join the club to cover the cost of 
ingredients.

Students have been producing three dishes 
a week and in addition have learnt time 
management, healthier eating, budgeting and  
food safety and hygiene.

There are still spaces available for Year 8 students 
to attend. If anyone is interested, please speak 
with Mrs Owen.
                                                                                                                                                          

Mrs M Owen

This week the students learnt how to make:
•	 Fruit jelly
•	 Tomato, bean and pasta soup
•	 Tortilla toastie 

Mrs. M Owen

This week the students learnt how to make:
•	Raita
•	Lamb Rogan Josh
•	Naan Bread 

Mrs. M Owen 

This week the students learnt how to make:
•	 Hummus, pepper and carrot pockets
•	 Vegetable samosas
•	 Greek yogurt with honey and raisins 

Mrs. M Owen

Well done!

Well done!Well done!

Well done to you all!
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Celebrating Diwali

On the 8th November 2018, the Hindu celebration of 
Diwali came alive at St John Fisher School. The festival 
celebrates the victory of good over evil, light over 
darkness and knowledge over ignorance. 

Diwali is the most well- known of the Hindu festivals, 
lasting five days. The word Diwali means ‘rows of 
lighted lamps’. Diwali is known as the ‘festival of lights’ 
because houses, shops and public places are decorated 
with small earthenware oil lamps called diyas.   

Hazhan Danyar, Hurriya Syed and Priya Kaur delivered 
their Diwali assembly to Year 7 and 8 pupils. The 
objective of the assembly was to make the students 
aware of this festival - why and how it is celebrated, and 
its origins, as well as why and how Diwali is celebrated 
across India. They also told the story of Rama and Sita.  
The students showcased the spirit of Diwali through 
wearing traditional clothing and by bringing into school 
sweets that are also made and eaten around the time 
of the festival.  

The assembly concluded with all three girls having a meeting with Councillor Martin Potter and School 
Organisation and Capital Programme Manager Paul Clarke to explain their assembly topic to them. 

Well done!  
Miss L Crouch
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Remembrance Day at St John Fisher 9th November 2018

On Friday 9th November, the whole school stopped at 
11:00am for a 2 minute silence to remember the fallen 
and injured service men and women from war and conflict. 

As part of our commemoration, there was a collaborative 
project between chaplaincy, History, Design Technology 
and the Art department. Students’ learning was focused 
on designing and making poppies, learning why the 
poppy is synonymous with the First World War and the 
significance of wearing the poppy. This then culminated 
in a poppy display, a display of local heroes who fought in 
the First World War and an audio tape of readings of war 
poetry in both chapels. Throughout the day students and 
staff visited the chapels to look at the displays and listen 
to the readings.    
 
On lower site we had the privilege of listening to Mr. Kallend, a veteran of two Gulf War Campaigns who 
saw active service as a medic, play the Last Post on his trumpet over the tannoy system.

We were proud of the respect that students showed in marking the occasion

God Bless

Miss L Crouch
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History Trip to “Untold Stories”

2018 is the anniversary year of several high profile historical events, including:

• The centenary anniversary of the end of World War 1

• The 70th anniversary of HMT Windrush and the immigration of West Indian residents to the UK

• The 60th anniversary of the Notting Hill Race Riot

• The 50th anniversary of Enoch Powell’s “Rivers of Blood” speech

• The 25th anniversary of the murder of Stephen Lawrence.

With this in mind, myself and twelve history students visited Chatham Dockyard on 31st October to in-
vestigate the “Untold Stories” exhibition.  This exhibition is the culmination of four years’ work and aims 
to educate visitors about the contributions of people of colour to history.  This event was run by the Uni-
versity of Kent and in addition to the exhibition itself, we were able to attend three workshops relating to 
current events, in particular the Charlottesville “Unite the Right” rally, and their links to history.

One of these workshops focused on the misuse of medieval ideas, symbolism and iconography and 
demonstrated how very often symbols used to incite hatred have come from peaceful beginnings.  The 
crux of this workshop was to encourage young people to use knowledge to fight hatred and ignorance.  
The second workshop was focused on the status of people of colour in America in the early 19th century 
and the development of the slave trade.  Our final workshop focused on the contributions of people of 
colour to science.

One of the key themes of the day was the concept that our current perception of history is limited and 
that in order to develop a coherent understanding of past events there needs to be a discourse that 
integrates the stories of minority groups. These stories, typically, have been written out or ignored but 
actually provide valuable insights into British history.

For example, did you know that Aina Sarah Forbes Bonetta (Queen Victoria’s adopted goddaughter) lived 
in both Chatham and Gillingham?

Not only was the day fascinating, impactful and eye-opening but our students were fantastic ambassa-
dors for our school.  In particular, Jesse Amoah, Isaac Shofela, Telvin Owusu and Stanley Amodubello all 
received Gold Awards for their insightful and thought-provoking contributions.

Miss S. Morris
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Science Projects

Some Year 7 classes were asked to create something that would help them to 
remember what they had learnt about cells in the first half of this term. This is 
what they came up with!

Lillie Erwin - “I made my cake by first baking and using different sweets to show 
the different organelles. I made a specialised cell and if I was doing it again I’d use 
sweets that didn’t melt!”

Charlie Jessup - “I made my model with playdough and match sticks – it was useful 
because it helped me remember the mitochondria.”

Bambeh Kamara - “I made my project out of plasticine, it took me about an hour 
and a half because the plasticine was a bit difficult to work with.”

Sara Nikol Erolova - “In order to create my plant cell model I got a box and painted 
it in the style and way I wanted it to look like. Then I added a lot of sheets of paper 
and different materials which I thought looked similar to different parts of a plant 
cell. I think this taught me a lot and it helped me to remember the structure of the 
plant cell.”

Mr J Fisher
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 to Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break Monday 22nd October 2018 to Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2 Monday 29th October 2018 to Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break Monday 24th December 2018 to Friday 4th  January 2019

TERM 3 Monday 7th  January 2019 to Friday 15th February 2019

February Break Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday 22nd  February 2019

TERM 4 Monday 25th February 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break Monday 8th April 2019 to Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 22nd April 2019

TERM 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 to Friday 24th May 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019

May Break Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6 Monday 3rd June 2019 to Tuesday 23rd July 2019  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 3rd  September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – in school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to students)

TERM 6 Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to students)
Tuesday 23rd  July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to students)

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


