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Dear Parents and friends of St John Fisher.

As I write, the coldest week for many years is forecast. Please keep an eye on our website as that is where we will 
post up to date messages.

Year 11 are starting their next set of pre public (mock) examinations and are working hard to ensure they are ready 
for their examinations. The first of their actual exams is in just over 6 school weeks.

Several Year 13 have already received their offers for university and they are really pleased. We are extremely proud 
of how well they have done. The Head Boy and Head Girl, Joshua and Alisha spoke to the Governing Board of the 
school recently. Both of them, pictured below, with the other members of the Student Senior Leadership Team have 
been at St John Fisher since they were in Year 7. They spoke to Governors about the work they are doing in the 
school, the many changes they have seen in the school and their ambitions for the future. They are a credit to their 
hard work. 

Mr McCaughan will be in contact shortly with the details of consultation events about the new building. We would 
like to involve as many of you as possible in the consultations. This will be the biggest change in St John Fisher since 
the original building was open 54 years ago. 

Thank you for your continued support for the work of the school. We had excellent attendance at the Year 8 Options 
Evening, the Year 9 Parents Evening and the Sixth Form Parents Evening. Working together in this way will ensure 
the success of every student.

God Bless
Kind Regards
Mrs Lennon

SSLT 2017-2018

Top left to right ; Chloe Blackburn (Liturgy Officer), Shahmir Khan (Events Officer), Paris Farley (Events Officer).
Bottom left to right ; Rachel Yahyi (Deputy Head Girl), Alisha Morris (Head Girl), Joshua Allingham (Head Boy), Antonio Burian (Deputy Head Boy)
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News From Chaplaincy

Lent Begins  

HUNGRY FOR CHANGE               

Throughout this season of Lent, especially during March, St. John Fisher Catholic 
School will be collecting tinned and dried food to donate to our local Chatham Food 
bank in support of CAFOD’s ‘Hungry for Change’ programme. 

Thanks to the amazing contribution from both students and staff at Christmas, we have decided to 
continue collecting during Lent. 

Through your donations we, as a school community, have been able to 
help many families who are in need of a food bank, whatever that reason 
may be. Thank you to all those who have supported this campaign, your 
help has made a difference to those in desperate need.    Pass your tinned 
food to Chaplaincy via your Year Groups and their Chapel Stewards.

Mercy Ships

Also during Lent Chaplaincy will be collecting for Mercy Ships. These 
ships which are essentially fully equipped floating hospitals, sail 
around the world stopping at some of the poorest countries to carry 
out operations on children and the vulnerable who would not stand 
a chance of affording medical care.

Date for your Diary 

Holy week begins with Palm Sunday 25th March.
Maundy Thursday 29th March 
Good Friday 30th March (No Meat)

Mrs P Leach and Mr M Jones Chaplaincy Team. 
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News From Chaplaincy

Pope Francis

Pope Francis is planning a visit to Dublin in 
August to celebrate the World Meeting of 
Families 2018 (WMOF) As a Catholic School 
we are called to be a family of families. The 
prayer below is one of several written by the 
Pope as part of the Marriage and Family Life 
Programme.  Please use this Prayer to be 
said with your family.

World Meeting of Families Prayer

God and Father of us all,
in Jesus, your Son and our Saviour. 
you have made us your sons and daughters   
in the family of the Church.

May your grace and love help our families
in every part of the world
be united to one another in fidelity to the Gospel. 

May the example of the Holy Family, 
with the aid of your Holy Spirit, 
guide all families, especially those most troubled, 
to the homes of communion and prayer 
and to always seek your truth and live in your love.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us.

Mrs P Leach and Mr M Jones Chaplaincy Team. 
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Year 10-France trip

We started our journey to France on Friday morning. From St John 
Fisher Catholic School to Dover we listened to music, took pictures 
and talked to our friends. When we arrived at Dover we waited in 
the line to enter the ferry. 

On the ferry we were all in the different areas. Some of us were on 
the deck enjoying the view, others were in the shops and restaurant 
area. When we arrived at Calais, the driver kindly put a movie on 
so we could be entertained. We enjoyed some snacks watching 
quite entertaining movies all the way to the PGL accommodation. 
However, we did have one stop which had Wi-Fi. 

When we arrived at the PGL accommodation sometime in the 
afternoon, we were welcomed by wonderful staff members. We 
were briefly introduced to the accommodation and after we took 
our luggage and all the belongings from the coach, we were guided 
to our rooms. We had about an hour in our rooms to unpack and 
get settled. The rooms were average size with two bunkbeds and a 
bathroom within it. Within the bathroom there was a shower, toilet 
and all the facilities needed for everyday hygiene. 

We had dinner in the dining area in which we were guided by PGL 
staff. The food was nice. Afterwards we had evening entertainment. 
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Year 10-France trip (cont.d)

For this, members of PGL staff got dressed up in banana costumes which was hilarious and they took us 
to a large room. There we were welcomed by other banana dressed members of staff and a presentation. 
We did activities and games such as guess what the French words were in English, and we were not very 
good at this. We then had to design a piece of clothing from the bin bags.  We got one big black bin bag, 
some small black bin bags, a white bin bag and other things like tissues and plastic cups. Each group then 
created their own piece of clothing and had a cat walk. Our teachers were judges and decided which 
creation was the best one. Some of the students did some dance moves on the cat walk entertaining all of 
us there. After this entertainment we went back to our rooms.

Saturday was an interesting day. In the morning we went to breakfast and made an extra sandwich for 
lunch later in the day. The first activity after breakfast was the work shop which is an educational activity 
we as a class needed to go through. It was quite fun and engaging. We had different topics such as, 
develop PGL activities and make a marketing plan to sell ordinary items as something special. 

In the afternoon we were sorted in three groups of ten and went on different activities. One of the 
activities was trapeze which was also one of my favourite activities. PGL staff members were really funny 
and friendly at this activity also they made sure we were safe and gave us direct instructions on how to do 
trapeze properly. The Trapeze is a challenge for some people and it was one for me as well. Here is how 
it went step by step. After we were all safety attached and secure, we climbed up the 6-meter pole from 
which we were supposed to jump from. Let just say getting to stand up on the platform was the hardest 
part for most of us. The pole was moving a bit, so it didn’t feel stable. However, most of us did that part 
and some people overcame their fears. After we managed to stand on the platform the next step was to 
jump from it and catch the trapeze. Some students were able to do it others were not. It was frustrating 
not being able to touch it. The trapeze is so close, but you are just missing that little something to hold 
onto it. 



St John Fisher Newsletter February 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Mar 18: EBA

Year 10-France trip (cont.d) 

Another activity was abseiling. It was again a height activity that some students were too scared to do. 
Also, the weather didn’t make it better because it was raining and made the wood slippery. The point of 
this activity is to climb down from a tall tower. We were again secured with many ropes and had an extra 
guidance black rope which we let go bit by bit. This way we were able to move down.  I found it nerve 
wrecking because the moment when you start going down your body is in 90 degrees position against 
the wall. How it looked is like you are sitting on nothing with your feet flat on the wall. However, it was 
fun and exciting, I loved it. I enjoyed it and I loved the adrenalin it created in me. After everyone from the 
group was finished with this activity we headed inside. All of us were wet and freezing but we all had fun. 

The next activities for my group were archery and team challenge. For archery we all had two or more 
tries each with 3 arrows. The staff was friendly and funny, so we gave them funny nicknames. Archery 
was fun, but team challenge was better for me. In team challenge we had a few challenges we had to 
overcome as a group. One of the challenges was to get across a muddy puddle by using wood as the area 
we can step on. The hardest part of the challenge was to be in contact with every piece of the wood. Let 
me clarify, someone from the team should always be touching the wood. However, if there is a piece of 
wood that is not in contact with anyone we lose it. 

This can also lead to one person touching more than one piece of wood. The challenge gets harder because 
the wood is muddy and slippery leading to accidents such as one that my team had. A girl from my team 
slipped and fell down on one side of her leg. She was fine, without injuries and it was quite funny. I liked 
this challenge a lot because it leads to strengthening our relationships and trust. I think this activity was 
useful. After all the challenges we went to our rooms and had some time to shower and get ready for 
Paris. Before we went to Paris we had dinner and celebrated Charlie’s birthday. 

A few members of PGL staff joined our coach. The journey to Paris was entertaining. PGL staff created 
some quizzes to entertain us like guess the song, riddles, logos etc. When we entered Paris, we learned 
lots of interesting facts about some attractions in Paris, thanks to PGL staff.  
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Year 10-France trip (cont.d) 

In front of the Eiffel tower we took many pictures and some of us bought 
souvenirs. Also, many students felt hungry and went to buy some food. 
The drive back was okay; however, we were all tired and some of us fell 
asleep during the ride back. 

Sunday was a Disney day. Honestly, that was my favourite part of the trip. 
I LOVE Disney! All the rides and the fireworks…it’s just amazing. It’s truly 
breath-taking. I can’t find the words to explain it. You have never seen 
something like this, and it’s unexplainable. It must be seen. I loved Disney 
Studios and all the roller-coaster rides within it. When we got back from 
Disney we were all tired, so we showered and went to sleep.

Monday, it was a busy morning. We cleaned our rooms, got packed and 
ready. Afterwards we went to breakfast and got back on the coach. All 
the PGL staff members came to say goodbye. It was a nice few days, I 
enjoyed them so much. The journey home was fun with comedy movies 
all the way to Cite Europe. In Cite Europe we had a stop for about an hour. 
Most of us went to Mc Donald’s to eat and then to some shops for snacks. 
Soon afterwards we arrived at Calais and went through both French and 
English immigration. It went quick because all the students had European 
passports and there were no troubles. Then we arrived at the Dover and 
had about an hour to the school. At the school everyone collected their 
things and said their goodbyes and then went home. 

Overall, this trip was special and an experience I will never forget. I truly 
enjoyed it and I would do it all over again. 

Adriana Serepec
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Pre-University lecture series 

St John Fisher’s inaugural lecture series draws to a close on the 6th March, with a talk on the history of 
the universe by Dr Claire Vallance from the University of Oxford. The lectures have been successful in 
motivating our students to apply to the best universities in the country. 

In the most recent lecture, Dr Lewis Owen from the University of Cambridge gave an inspiring talk on 
the difficultly in choosing materials to build jet engines. Students were asked to consider the fact that 
while the metal titanium was used for most of the aeroplane, the air travelling through a jet engine was 
roughly 30000C, much higher than titanium’s melting point. Dr Own and the students then explored other 
materials more suitable for building the engines, such as metals coated in ceramics. Many students at the 
end of the lecture spoke to Dr Owen about college-style universities such as the University of Cambridge, 
demonstrating that they are very engaged with choosing the right university for them in the future. 

Students and parents can find out more about building jet engines using the following website: 
https://www.eng-atoms.msm.cam.ac.uk/
 

A scientist from the University of Cambridge cleaning part of a jet engine. 
Image from https://www.eng-atoms.msm.cam.ac.uk/

Mr J Williams
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A HUGE Thank You 
from the PFTA!

On Thursday the 8th February, the PFTA held a Valentine’s 
Disco. 105 students and 22 members of staff danced 
the evening away with the help of William Mengual in 
Year 8 who kindly offered to DJ the event. 

Everyone had lots of fun and we managed to raise 
£171.94 in total profit! A great big thankyou to Miss 
Warr who bravely offered to man the refreshments 
with the help of Sixth Formers who used the experience 
as part of their A-level work. 

Congratulations to Amy Rout in Year 8 who won the 
‘How many sweets in the jar’ competition! 

We are still looking for more parent volunteers for the 
PFTA, so if you would like to be more involved, then 
please contact Mrs Kemp at the school.

Mrs E Kemp
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YELLOW ZIG ZAG LINES - POLITE REMINDER TO PARENTS/CARERS

For the safety of all our students please do not park on the double yellow line or the yellow ‘zig-zag’ 
lines outside the schools’ main entrances. These are located in Ordnance Street and Scotteswood 
Avenue. Please also refrain from parking on the pavements as this makes it difficult for students to get 
passed the cars.

School Keep Clear road markings were initially introduced in the 1964 Traffic Signs Regulations. They 
originally consisted of broken white lines that formed a box containing the words ‘School Entrance’.

In 1975 these markings were changed to the current yellow zigzag lines with the words ‘School Keep 
Clear’ placed between the zigzag lines.

Due to the success in helping to prevent accidents between motorists and children , these yellow zigzag 
lines are now seen at the majority of school entrances and exits throughout the UK.

Yellow zigzag lines can also be found at the entrance or exits of hospitals, fire stations, police station or 
ambulance stations and are used to indicate the length of road where you should not wait, stop or park 
a vehicle.

Yellow and white zigzag road markings are placed to show that the area must be kept clear to allow an 
unrestricted view for approaching drivers and riders or children wanting to cross the road.

Double Yellow lines mean no waiting at any time, unless there are 
signs that specifically indicate seasonal restrictions. 

These restrictions apply to the carriageway, pavement and verge.

Mrs A Bovis

Yellow zig zag lines outside of a school
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2017 – 2018

START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 to Friday 20th October 2017

Autumn Break Monday 23rd October 2017 to Friday 27th October 2017

TERM 2 Monday 30th October 2017 to Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Break Monday 25th December 2017 to Friday 5th January 2018

TERM 3 Monday 8th January 2018 to Friday 9th February 2018

February Break Monday 12th February 2018 to Friday 16th February 2018

TERM 4 Monday 19th February 2018 to Thursday 29th March 2018

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 30th March 2018

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 2nd April 2018

Easter Break Tuesday 3rd April 2018 to Friday 13th April 2018

TERM 5 Tuesday 17th April 2018 to Friday 25th May 2018

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018

May Break Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018

TERM 6 Monday 4th June 2018 to Friday 20th July 2018  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 4th September 2017
Open Day - Saturday 14th October 2017
School closed - Friday 20th October 2017 in lieu of Open Day

TERM 2 Friday 22nd December 2017

TERM 5 Monday 16th April 2018

TERM 6 Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


