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Welcome to the December edition of our Newsletter.  I believe that it shows the 
vibrant learning community that we are.  We have welcomed many visitors into 
the school in recent weeks and all of them have commented on the welcoming 
family atmosphere which pervades both sites.  I was immensely proud to see 
the way that students meet and greet visitors as it is an important life skill.

The atmosphere in school through December was purposeful and thoughtful 
as we made our preparations for Christmas throughout the only holy season of 
Advent.

I hope these pages give you an insight into our school community.  We are always 
keen to welcome visitors, so if you have not been to visit, please contact us to 
arrange one.

I hope you had a lovely Christmas and I wish you joy and happiness in 2019.

God Bless
Mrs Lennon
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Year 11 Student of the Month

December 2018
Every month, teachers are asked to nominate Year 11 students for Student of the Month. The student who is 
chosen as student of the month receives a Gold Behaviour Watch point and has a certificate posted home. All 
of our nominees receive a Silver behaviour Watch Point. Our Year 11 Student of the month and nominees are 
displayed on the Year 11 Celebration Board on the D corridor.

Congratulations to our Year 11 Student of the month December 2018

The following students received nominations:

Oludemilade received 3 separate 
nominations for his commitment to 
learning and consistently working 

hard in his lessons.

Oludemilade Aina

Paul-Ange 
Bayot

Mohammad 
Chowdri

Mbegaan 
Cole

Ngilaan 
Cole

Kaceilee 
Dahunsi

Anwar 
Husain

David 
Igbedion

Danny 
Lawlor

Chantelle 
Page

Manu 
Sibichan

Angela 
Enilolobo

Ruby 
Trott

Marcus 
Hernandez
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Parents Support Group 2019
For parents of children with ADHD & linked issues

       Monday.  Cost £1

Monday Afternoon & Evening
                    12:30pm & 7pm

7th Jan  1st  July

4th February 9th  September

4th March 7th October

13th May 11th  November

1st April                     2nd  December

10th June

 Subject to school holidays

Share a coffee with people who listen

St Augustine’s Church Room, Rock Av. Gil. ME7 5PW

Tel:  Lesley Lucock: 01634   851312     email:lesley.lucock@btopenworld.com
Lisa Scarrott email: loxenham005@icloud.com

www.staspsg.wixsite.com/adhd

Reporting Absences

If you need to contact us to report your child’s absence, could you please use the following 
contact number:

01634 543123 and then, when prompted, dial extension 5800.

This will connect you directly to our attendance officer, who can then update the records.

Miss T Chapman
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
November 2018

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate 1 student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 
on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as 

well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month November 2018

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work in 
Hospitality and overall commitment to 

your work.

For producing excellent work 
in Hospitality and overall 

commitment to your work.

For producing excellent work 
in Travel & Tourism and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Science (Level 3) and 

overall commitment to your 
work.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Sport (Level 3) and overall 
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.

Ay
om

id
e 

O
lu

ni
yi

K
at

ie
 H

an
d 

Il
m

ar
s J

an
ku

ns
 

Ay
om

id
e 

O
lu

ni
yi

K
ac

ey
 T

at
te

rs
al

l

C
ou

rt
ne

y 
Th

om
as

Li
ly

 W
oo

dh
am

 



St John Fisher Newsletter December 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Jan 19: VWA   

Year 11 Drama Performance

On Thursday 13th December, the Year 11 Drama students took part in their first GCSE Performance 
Exam. This is the first of two performance exams that the students will complete this year and the 
department are extremely proud of what they have achieved thus far.

The exam component, called Devised Theatre, is for students to create their own dramatic pieces based 
on a given stimulus. The students have been working since September to create these original pieces 
and of the seven groups that were presented, not one of them was the same. The mature content and 
inspiring material is proof that the students here at St. John Fisher are socially aware and understand the 
consequences of our society’s most serious social issues.

The Drama department and the Year 11 students would like to thank every member of staff who helped 
their preparation over the last term. They would also like to say thank you to all the family, friends and 
staff members who gave up their Thursday evening to come and watch their performances as a live 
audience. It was lovely to see such a big show of support from the school and local community and it 
made it easier for the Year 11s to take part in such a daunting exam.

From January, our Year 11 Drama students move onto preparation for their second performance exam, 
Scripted Theatre, where we are confident that the level of maturity and acting skill shown will match 
that of the first exam. But for now, the St John Fisher drama department can revel in the pride and joy 
the students feel from being able to complete a third of their Drama GCSE before departing to enjoy a 
well-deserved Christmas break.

Miss S Dare

Christmas Workshop

On Saturday 15th December, Mrs. Stewart (Lower Site Receptionist) organized a Christmas Workshop. 
Twenty-three adult participants made Christmas door wreaths and table decorations at Lower Site. Foliage 
was kindly donated by Great Comp Garden in Platt and mistletoe by Farmers Farm Shop in Teston.

The Christmas Workshop raised £475 for Manage Your Mind.
Mrs A Stewart
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consul t ing  

Futsal Competition  

  

 Brompton Academy 
 Chatham Grammar 
 Fort Pitt  
 Greenacre 
 Holcombe Grammar 
 Howard 
 Hundred of Hoo 
 Rainham Girls 

School 
 Rainham Mark 

Grammar 
 Rochester Grammar 
 St John Fisher 
 Strood Academy 
 Thomas Aveling 
 Victory Academy 
 Walderslade Girls 

 
 
 

On Thursday 13th December, a 
group of selected students from St 
John Fisher took part in  the 
Medway Schools Futsal 
Competition at Medway Park. 

This was a large event with 15 
schools from across Medway. 

13 boys and 11 girls from St John 
Fisher participated from Years      
7-10. 

The lead up to the competition 
had created a high level of 
anticipation around the school. 

The students looked forward to 
testing their skills and tactics  
against students from around the 
Medway area. 

Throughout the day, the students 
worked as a fantastic team, 
showing enthusiasm and passion, 
with many games finishing in our 
favour. 

 
 

Mr Gough, Mrs Gilby and the the 
PE Department would like to thank 
the students for representing the 
school with pride and great 
sportsmanship.  

 

, 
Boys Girls 

Farron Chime Tazmin Shaw 
Jake Hand Diya Prasad 

David Miole  
 

 

Boys Girls 
Kaden Tatersall Libby Peckham 
George Moore Lacie Fowle 

Daniel Pipponon Ellie Jordan 
Billy Webb Christina Holmes 

 

Boys Girls 
Daniel Solomon-David Gloria Ojini   

TJ Morris Oyindolapo Paul 
David Vincent Izabela Chiari 

 

Boys Girls 
Joseph Mpyadora Grace Gilbert 

Isaac Shofela Alexandra Iovan   
Irvin Stewart    
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consul t ing  

Handball Competition  

  

 Brompton Academy 
 Chatham Grammar 
 Fort Pitt  
 Greenacre 
 Holcombe Grammar 
 Howard 
 Hundred of Hoo 
 Rainham Girls 

School 
 Rainham Mark 

Grammar 
 Robert Napier 
 Rochester Grammar 
 St John Fisher 
 Strood Academy 
 The Rowans 
 Victory Academy 
 Walderslade Girls 

 
 
 

On Thursday 29th November, a 
group of selected students from 
St John Fisher took part in  the 
Medway Schools Handball 
Competition at Medway Park. 

This was a large event with 16 
schools from across Medway, 
with entrants competing across 
four year groups. 

Boys and girls from St John 
Fisher participated from Years   
7 - 8. 

This was an exciting event with 
a fun and enthusiastic feel 
across both teams. 

The students had had little 
experience in the skills and 
tactics  within the sport, but 
started the competition with 
passion and enthusiasm.  

Throughout the day the 
students worked as a fantastic 
team, helping each other to 
stretch and warm up as well as 
cheering each other on from the 
sidelines. 

We would like to thank the 
students who represented 
school.  

 

, 

Boys Girls 
  

Michael Candy Maja Dzieciol 
Jack Selden Weronika Mikolajczak 

Jon Jevan Ignacio Kayleigh Jane Miles 
David Ngene Ellie Jordan 

Andrew Tomasoni Sabrina Adjei Tawiah 
David Miole Marialisa Gjoni 
Jake Hand Chloe Drain 

 Rebeccah Akinsanya 
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Paul Abobarin Memorial

Deacon Jim held a memorial service for Paul (our Year 12 student who sadly 
passed away in May 2018) on Monday 17th December. We keep his family 

and friends in our thoughts and prayers.

Poem of Life 

Life is but a stopping place,
A pause in what’s to be,

A resting place along the road,
to sweet eternity.

We all have different journeys,
Different paths along the way,

We all were meant to learn some things,
but never meant to stay...
Our destination is a place,
Far greater than we know.

For some the journey’s quicker,
For some the journey’s slow.

And when the journey finally ends,
We’ll claim a great reward,

And find an everlasting peace,
Together with the Lord. (Anon)

Mrs E Bailey
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Year 7 Religious Education Update

In Term 2 in Religious Education, Year 7 students have spent part of the term learning about the importance 
of prayer. They have learnt that, for Christians, communicating with God is a way of strengthening a 
relationship with God. Students learnt about the different types of prayer and how praying allows people 
to show respect to God. Year 7 also spent time learning about the meaning and importance of Advent. 
Advent is the four Sundays leading up to Christmas and Christians may celebrate it by decorating their 
homes and lighting Advent candles to prepare for the birth of Christ. Their homework task was to create 
a diary for Mary – as if they were experiencing what she did prior to the birth of Jesus.

Miss Turner
Head of Religious Education

Vocation Talk

This term, Year 8 have been fortunate to spend some time with our current chaplain, Deacon Jim.  Deacon 
Jim kindly agreed to come into our classes and be ‘grilled’ as our ‘hot seat’ contestant.  Having studied 
vocation in term one, Year 8 students were able to freely ask Deacon Jim any questions about his vocation 
and roles within the school, local community and his 
work with young offenders.  I am proud to say that the 
students asked some very challenging and relevant 
questions which enabled them to develop their 
understanding of vocation further.
 
Deacon Jim is a visible presence in our school and 
students now feel more confident to approach him, 
stop and chat or ask further questions.  We would like 
to thank him for giving up his time to speak with us.

Mrs. Drain. 
Teacher of Religious Education
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On the 13th December 2018, the Red Cross Club and the 
PTA held a disco for Years 7 and 8 to raise money. This 
took place in the gym at St John Fisher Upper Site.  
 
A representative from the Red Cross, Charles Marshal, 
officially opened the disco. We presented him with a 

cheque for £781, a huge sum which the club raised last 
year from cake sales, a pamper evening, a disco, raffles 
and other activities.   
 
Since September, the sixth form students in the Red 
Cross club have been planning and organising the disco. 
The club meets every week on a Tuesday after school in 
A2 and on a Thursday at Lower site in the Hub. The Year 
7 and 8 students helped to choose a play list and a year 
9 student William Mengual was our Resident DJ! 
 
The gym was decorated by Year 12 students with a tree 
and snowflakes made by students in the Year 10 Health 
and Social care class. 
Cakes and gingerbread biscuits were made and 
decorated by the Food Technology club and the sixth 
form members of the Red Cross club. 
The PTA helped by supplying the tuck and manning the 
stall. 
 
During the evening, the sixth formers ran competitions. 
The winners received sweets and a certificate in 
assembly. Best Female Dancer was Lacie Fowle and the 
Best Male Dancer was won by Billy Webb.  The 
students, staff and PTA had a very enjoyable night.  
 
We raised a fantastic total of £237.59! 
 
Thank you to everyone who was involved with helping 
on the night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Cross 
& PTA Disco: Student View 

Tia Waters, Year 13
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Year 7 & 8 PTA & Red Cross Disco: Staff View

Students in Years 7 and 8 had a great time celebrating Christmas whilst raising money for charity and the 
school.

The disco took place on Thursday 13th December at the upper school site and raised an impressive 
£237.59! The proceeds from the disco will be split between the PTA and the British Red Cross 

charity to support the incredible work they do around the world. 

Special thanks must be given to the work of Mrs Field and her Red Cross Club 
students who meet on a weekly basis to plan fundraising events such as the disco. 
A representative from the Red Cross, Charles Marshal, officially opened the disco 
and the Red Cross students were proud to present him with a cheque for £781, a 
huge sum which the club raised last year from cake sales, a pamper evening, disco 
and raffles.  

Special thanks also goes out to:

William Mengual, Year 9, for providing his professional, ‘Light up the Night’ DJ services.

Mr Orpin, for designing our promotional poster and providing photography on the evening.

PTA volunteers: 

Helen Holmes, PTA chair, for supplying the tuck shop. Sam Chapman, for running the tuck shop on the 
evening and Hanna Erwin and Tina Flowers for coming to supervise and support us with the clean-up 
operation at the end of the evening.

Mrs J Douglas
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Welcome back to another busy year!

PTA News 

During term two, SJF’s School Council surveyed students 
and staff to identify potential fund raising targets. Here are 
a few of the items that we are considering fundraising for:

• Crafting materials for clubs at lower site.
• 4 X Basketball hoops: two for lower site and two for upper
• A laser cutter for the DT department. This piece of equipment will benefit the whole school but is also 

essential for our DT students, especially those that are doing GCSE.

We’re looking forward to working with parents and carers again this year in a range of activities, not just 
fundraising. We would love to hear from you if you are interested in what’s going on at SJF and would like 
to have a say or support the school with activities. 

The PTA is open to ALL parents and carers. You can turn up to meetings as and when you’re able to; there is 
no obligation to attend all meetings. Our meeting time and dates are posted on the school website as well 
as our official twitter @St_JohnFisher, and Facebook pages @StJohnFisherMedway. You can also contact 
Mrs Douglas for further information: j.douglas@stjohnfisher.school

Key PTA members:

1. Chairperson: Mrs H. Holmes
2. Treasurer: Mrs T. Flowers 
3. Networking and communications: Mrs H. Erwin

As always, a huge thank you to everyone for continuing to support the students and staff of SJF school.

Mrs J Douglas
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Year 8 Options Evening

Our Year 8 Options Evening will be held on our Upper Site (Ordnance Street) on Wednesday 23rd January 
2019 4pm-6pm. (The Curriculum and Options Booklet will be sent out to parents and carers in advance for 
reading.)

The evening will enable you and your child to speak with members of staff to help you make the best 
informed decisions for your child’s future.

We have been holding Curriculum assemblies for your child to ensure that they have detailed information 
about each of the subjects they are considering. 

Making the transition into Key Stage 4 and ensuring that your child has the best start to their GCSEs is 
extremely important to us, so I do hope that you will take the time to attend the event and visit as many 
subjects as possible with your child. It is important to realise that the best grades possible will increase 
career options in the future and therefore it is vital that students choose carefully.

Miss L Crouch and Miss V Walker

Dear Parents/Carers,

It gives me great pleasure in introducing our school dog, called Milo. His 
breed is Malshi and he has been selected because of his suitability with 
children and hypoallergenic fur. The school has undertaken a significant 
amount of research and we are aware of many benefits to having a 
school dog, which is why we have taken the steps to introduce a dog in 
to our community.

Benefits include:

• a calming effect on pupils, particularly those with behavioural or 
learning difficulties;

• improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress and improved 
self-esteem;

• encouraging expression and participation in more withdrawn children;
• fostering a sense of responsibility;
• motivating pupils to think and to learn, as most children have a high 

level of natural interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of animals;
• encouraging respect and thereby improving pupils’ relationships with each other, parents and teachers;
• teaching children to nurture and respect life;
• helping work undertaken with the most vulnerable children, and educational improvements with low 

achievers;
• helping children build confidence in reading

Eventually, Milo will support students who have special needs, or who are upset in any way and in need 
of calm, comfort and space. However, before then, Milo will slowly be introduced through assemblies and 
form time.                                                                                                                                               

 Miss L Crouch
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SJF Welcomes Local Councillors

In November, SJF was privileged to welcome local councillors on two occasions.

As reported in brief in our last newsletter, on 8th November we welcomed Councillor Martin Potter 
(Rainham North) and School Organisation and Capital Programme Planning Manager Paul Clarke. They 
met with Mrs. Lennon to discuss the school’s new build and also spoke with Key Stage 3 students to 
discuss a Diwali assembly that they had planned and presented.

Meanwhile, on 14th November, Councillor Vince Maple (Chatham Central) and Councillor Clive Johnson 
(Gillingham South) came to SJF for a visit. The Councillors met with Mrs. Lennon, toured the school and met 
with current students. Councillor Maple later tweeted that it was ‘Great to hear of the positive progress 
and improvements being made.’

We would like to thank all our visitors for taking the time to visit SJF – it was a fantastic opportunity for our 
students – and we look forward to welcoming them again in the future!

Miss V Walker
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Medway Youth Council Visit

On 27th November, SJF was privileged to welcome Angela Taylor to speak to the School Council about the 
work of the Medway Youth Council. 

During her visit, Angela, pictured here with Mrs. Douglas and students, observed the work of the SJF 
School Council in action and was impressed with the way that they were helping to improve the school. 
She then explained the work of the Medway Youth Council, which is an organisation run by young people, 
for young people, so that they can focus on addressing the issues in Medway that matter to them.

SJF looks forward to developing improved links with the Medway Youth Council in future, and we would 
like to thank Angela Taylor for visiting. Anyone wishing to know more about the work of the MYC should 
visit http://www.medwayyouthcouncil.co.uk/. 

Miss V Walker
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Ordnance Street – Safe Crossing

St John’s CE Infant School have started a petition with the local authority to request a safe crossing for 
children and families on Ordnance Street. 

Mrs Collman, the Headteacher, has asked for support in signing this petition. You can either sign online or 
call into the St. John’s school office to sign their paper copy.

The petition is active on the Medway Council website at the page below.

https://democracy.medway.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?ID=117&RPID=33633439&HPID=33633439

Money Matters 

  

At the Money Matters event, Year 9 and Year 10 students explored their options around how to use 
money wisely. 

Year 9 worked on choosing a mobile phone contract and Year 10 worked on managing a budget.

Through a variety of case studies, they considered different options of spending money with a purpose. 
Students learnt how to manage their finances. They discussed how to become a critical consumer, manage 
risks and emotions associated with money and understand the important role money plays in our lives.

These case studies provided real-life examples. The sessions enabled students to query various what-if 
situations and gave them an insight about the consequences of choices that adults make about money on 
a day-to-day basis.

The activities allowed the students to work in groups and share their own experiences in order to decide 
the best course of action in solving the problems at hand.

Mrs Ali 
Head of Mathematics
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Advent Carol Service 

SJF would like to say a big thank you to everyone who came to celebrate 
the festive season with our wonderful Carol Service held on Friday 7th 
December at our lower school site on Maidstone Road. The lower site 
proved to be a fitting location for the service.  

As parents, carers, staff, governors and councillors arrived from out of 
the cold, they were warmly greeted by the Headteacher. The school 
site looked its festive best and guests were guided by students through 
the beautifully decorated corridors.    

Deacon Jim (School Chaplain) led the wonderful service and the 
lower and upper school choir led the congregational singing with 
confidence. Readers were exceptionally well prepared and readings 
were undertaken by students from across all different key stages.  All 
students sang and read with clarity and expression and soloists sung 
with confidence, delivering some moving pieces.  Both the lower and 
upper school choir, along with the readers, received well-deserved 
praise after the service for their beautiful singing and committed story 
telling. 
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Advent Carol Service (cont.d)

To conclude the evening, mince pies and hot chocolate were served 
to the delight of all present.

We were delighted to welcome so many parents, staff, governors and 
councillors to celebrate this special time of year with us.

I would like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to:

Deacon Jim,  Mrs Dare (Choir Lead) , George Salamancheque (Pianist) 
and all the students who gave up their time and committed to the 
event. 

A further thank you must go to everyone who was able to join us 
for this inspiring community event. It was a perfect way to bring the 
school community together and put everybody in the Christmas spirit. 

God Bless 

Miss L Crouch
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Student Led Advent Services

In addition to the Carol Service, a number of Advent Services were run in school 
throughout December. Our students had an integral role to play in the preparation 
and participation for preparing the whole school community for advent.  During the 
penultimate week of term two, each year group came together to celebrate advent 
each morning. Each of the services were planned and delivered by students.  The 
services did well to remind us of the meaning of Advent and the four virtues of the 
arrival of Jesus Christ; Hope, Love, Joy and Peace, each one being marked by the
lighting of the traditional Advent wreath. To help deliver the message, the 
students very cleverly incorporated the charity work that we have been doing 
in collecting items for the homeless and put out one last plea for items to 
be donated.The message from the students celebrating the Advent Service 
was that Advent is also about almsgiving - giving to those who are in a less 
fortunate position then ourselves.  

Services such as these are a wonderful chance for students of SJF to experience 
being part of a Catholic community, and it gives them a sense of belonging to 
the larger body. It also illustrates that students have an equally important role 
in leading the faith in the community. 

Remember, Jesus welcomed children and used them as models of faith 
when speaking to his followers  (Luke Chapter 18, verses 15-17)

The Headteacher, Governors, staff and students would like to say a 
huge thank you to the students who prepared and delivered the advent 
services all week. Also, a thank you goes out to all parents and carers for 
their full support.                                                                                              

Miss L Crouch

Homeless Appeal 

Regular readers may remember earlier articles requesting donations for the Cardinal Hulme Homeless 
Centre. We delivered our gifts at the end of term. Dr Hickey, who is in charge of the centre, writes:

“We were astounded at the number and variety of gifts you brought for the homeless. We are very 
grateful for your support. The patients are also very pleased for your thoughtfulness. Many find Christmas 
a stressful time and any gift is appreciated.

With thanks again for your help. God bless you all.” 

We look forward to helping the homeless again in the future.
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Kent Fire and Road Safety at St John Fisher 

We would like to say a huge thank you to fire 
fighter Lucy Plummer from Kent Fire and Rescue 
who came along to talk to our Year 8, 10 and 11 in 
December about  road safety. 

Year 8 and 10 were educated on aspects of arson through the discussion of a true life case study that took 
place in Kent. Students learned that committing arson can cost lives and also being with someone who 
commits arson makes them just as guilty, meaning they can serve a very lengthy prison sentence. 

Year 11’s talk focused on the difference between being a good or bad passenger and the consequences of 
being a bad passenger. Passenger safety was again reinforced through a true life case study of a collision 
between a new mother who lost her new born baby when she was bringing her home from the hospital 
and a group of teenagers, illustrating exactly what it means to be bad passengers.

I would like to say a thank you to our students who sat and listened attentively to the messages and advice 
to keep them safe on the road.    
                                                                                                        

Miss L Crouch

Seeking Appointment of a Chaplain at St John Fisher Catholic School 

Are you passionate about developing the Catholic faith amongst young people?  Do you have the ability 
to inspire young people and develop their faith?  If so, this is the job for you!

St John Fisher is looking to appoint an enthusiastic and forward thinking individual to support the liturgical 
and wider Catholic life of the school. As a reserved post, we would expect the candidate to be a practicing 
Catholic. The successful applicant will be responsible for leading and developing whole school collective 
worship, finding new ways to engage young people and promote the distinctive Catholic nature of the 
school. The post demands personal qualities of self-motivation, empathy and emotional resilience.  Whilst 
committed to their own faith first and foremost, the candidate must understand young people and be 
committed to their faith development.

This is a really exciting opportunity to join a dynamic, innovative and vibrant school as it continues to 
push for excellence.  If you want to work with wonderful students, committed staff and a forward thinking 
leadership team, this is the school for you.  We are always striving to improve and we want you to be part 
of this journey.

Application forms can be downloaded from the school website: www.stjohnfisher.school. They should 
be completed and emailed to a.bovis@stjohnfisher.school or posted directly to the Headteacher, Mrs D 
Lennon, at the address above.

Mrs Lennon
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Advent Masses celebrated by Father Sean, Father Neil and Father Bart 

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas Day and ends on Christmas Eve.  Advent means ‘Coming’ in 
Latin. This is the coming of Jesus into the world. Christians use the four Sundays and weeks of Advent to 
prepare and remember the real meaning of Christmas.

This Advent season, we had great pleasure in sharing our Advent Masses with Father Neil on the 7th 
December, Father Sean on the 14th December and Father Bart on the 19th December. Each Father 
respectively led staff and students in prayer and offered us his blessings.    

The school community would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all three Fathers for helping 
SJF with the Advent Masses.                                                                               

Miss L Crouch

Kyle Barrett-Alden (Y10): Scouting Achievement

Kyle Barrett-Alden (Y10) has been involved with the Scouts for the last seven years. 
Having reached the status of Explorer Scout, he is now part of a group of young people 
training in the art of Tea Ceremonies most commonly performed by Buddhist Monks. 
Through this training, Kyle and his peers have been working with Scouts from around 
the world in educating and promoting inclusion and diversity and trying to find ways 
to help refugees to seek safety, education and freedom. 

As a result of his efforts, Kyle and eight other Scouts have been awarded The 
Messengers of Peace badge (opposite). This is an impressive achievement; they are 
the only Scouts to achieve the badge out of the 640,000 scouts across the UK. Kyle is 
the youngest Scout to ever do so.

Kyle is also part of a trio participating in education programmes around the country 
into malaria. This work involves raising awareness within Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
Explorer groups and encouraging them to raise funds to support the prevention of the 
spread of the disease. 

SJF is proud of Kyle and his achievements. Any parent or carer wishing to know more about the Scouts 
programme should visit https://scouts.org.uk/home/ 

Miss V Walker

Movember

During the month of November, in a bid to raise awareness of men’s health, 
Mr Gough, Mr Thomson and Mr Bowers grew moustaches. Movember, as it is 
called, aims to raise funds and awareness for prostate cancer, testicular cancer 
and mental health/ suicide. These are amongst the biggest causes of death in 
men. Prostate and testicular cancer is treatable but can take a long time and 
be a hard battle. Movember aims to support those going through the process. 
Movember also aims to deal with addressing issues around mental health by 
designing new approaches that work for men. If you want to find out more 
about Movember, please visit their website https://uk.movember.com/ .

Mr S Bowers
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Hour of Code

Computer Science Education week is held annually in recognition of Admiral 
Grace Hopper’s contribution to computing.  During this week it has become 
a worldwide effort to celebrate computer science starting with “An hour 
of code”.  The idea behind the project is to demystify code and show that 
everyone can learn the basics.

At St John Fisher Catholic School, students are fortunate enough to have 
Computer Science as part of their KS3 curriculum and as an option at KS4.  
However, we decided to give the students some additional challenges to take 
part in during their Computing lessons.  All Key Stages took part in activities 
that help nurture problem-solving skills, logic and creativity.  By studying 
Computing, students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-century 
career path.

Year 7 used programming logic to solve puzzles.  They learned how to 
sequence instructions, write procedures, and utilize loops along the way in 
this self-guided activity. 

Year 8 started to design their very own arcade game. Each of the first levels 
contained some starter code students needed to complete by applying what 
they’ve learned and creativity to design their own game. 

Year 9 students solved a set of 21 coding puzzles to learn how to program the 
monsters that they collected. The first puzzles were very simple and introduce 
basic concepts. As students progressed through the set, the puzzles became 
more challenging. They learned and applied computational thinking concepts 
like sequencing and automation. 

Year 10 activities helped reinforce the coding fundamentals of sequencing 
and loops.  These were integrated directly into the gameplay, so even those 
completely new to Computer Science could experience that it’s fun, creative, 
and accessible.  

Year 12 had could choose their activity from the Hour of code website.

It’s still not too late to have a go. All the family can get involved and learn how 
to code and the hour will show that computer science is fun and creative and 
that it is accessible at all ages and for all students, regardless of background.

Here is the official website 
address if you wish to have a go.

https://hourofcode.com/uk 

Happy Coding!
Mrs G Baxter
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Rewards Events - Christmas Cracker, Bluewater Trip and Cinema Reward Afternoon

As part of our ongoing commitment to rewarding students, we held two reward events during the last 
week of term.

The top 25 point scoring students from each year group were invited to a cinema afternoon on Tuesday 
18th December. Students in Years 7 and 8 enjoyed ‘The Greatest Showman’ whilst students in Years 9, 10, 
11 and 12/13 watched ‘Avengers: Infinity Wars’. A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all who attended.

On Wednesday 19th December, we held our prize draw for Bluewater vouchers. To be entered into the 
draws, students had to earn rewards slips on Behaviour Watch in the weeks after 3rd December. A bronze 
slip earned a place in the £25 draw, a silver a place in the £50 draw and a gold or Headteacher’s award a 
place in the £75 draw. There was no limit to the number of entries a student could have into each draw. 
The winning students, with permission from parents/ carers, were then taken to Bluewater straight from 
school for some last minute Christmas shopping. 

I am pleased to report that the vast majority of students earned themselves a place in at least one of the 
draws.

The winning students were as follows:

Year 7 and 8:

£25- Aaliyah- Jada Balfour
£50- Denisa Iovan- Codru
£75- Daniella Augustine
 

Year 9 and 10

£25- Lacey McGarr
£50- Nawal Rehan
£75- Shaniah Collinson

Year 11, 12 and 13 

£25- Charlie Tandy
£50- Tsuetan Todorov
£75- Conor Watkins
 
Congratulations to the winners and to all students who worked so hard to earn their places in the draws.

Miss T Chapman
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Project Calm - Mindfulness through Craft Making  

Project Calm was an initiative run during Term 2 for selected Year 7 and 8 students to access craft making 
during their lunchtime. This impacted positively on their day to day experience in the classroom and 
allowed them to make a Christmas gift for a family member or friend. 

Research reveals that craft making impacts on health and well-being in a positive manner. Crafting 
improves students’ attention, boosts their information retention, decreases their stress and anxiety levels 
and improves their self-control.  

Students who were invited to take part in ‘Project Calm’   were given the opportunity to experience what  
mindfulness  means and learn how  craft making can impact on them in a positive manner  with their day 
to day schooling and classroom experience.  

Due to the nature of the project, it also meant that students had to listen to and follow instructions. By 
following a simple set of steps, in the correct order, students were able to complete their craft books in 
time for Christmas. A skill that they need when in the classroom and later in life! 

Students working on the project also needed to work together, using their communication and social 
skills. It soon became clear that the project was just as much a team effort as it was as an individual 
project. The students excelled at team work and it was a pleasure to see them support each other, again 
allowing for the project to finish in time for Christmas.

Ultimately, the project allowed for students to be creative, to express themselves, to work collaboratively 
as well as individually and listen to and follow instructions. These are all skills that allow for school and 
classwork to feel less stressful and overall improve.  

Term 3 will see another ‘Project Calm’ undertaken which will result in artwork for school display along 
with artwork for our newly decorated chapels.                                                                                  Miss L Crouch



St John Fisher Newsletter December 2018

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Jan 19: VWA   

Year 11 Mock Results Day

With only four months left until the summer examination season, our students are showing a real 
dedication to their studies and demonstrating exceedingly high aspirations.  This was clear at the Year 
11 mock results afternoon.  This event allowed students and staff to reflect on the January Pre-Public 
Examinations and gave students a taster of what it will be like in August 2019 when they open their official 
results.  There were screams of joy for many students who had achieved or surpassed their expectations 
and this has provided students with the motivation needed as they enter the final stage of their GCSE 
studies.

Miss Morris
(Head of Year 11)

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

At the end of Term 2, we hosted the Year 11 Parents’ Evening.  I would like to extend my thanks to 
the parents who were able to attend at this particularly busy time of year and hope that you found the 
appointments purposeful and useful.

At this crucial time in your child’s school career, I would advise you to read through the “Revision Guide” 
booklet that you were given on Parents’ Evening.  If you did not receive a booklet, or were unable to attend 
Parents’ Evening, this is now available on ShowMyHomework and also on the school website (https://
stjohnfisher.school/home/school-information/parental-information/exam/). This booklet contains tips 
for parents to support their children with revision as well as some subject specific resources and revision 
ideas for English, Maths, Science and R.E.

Thank you again for your ongoing support.                                                          

 Miss Morris
(Head of Year 11)
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Have a Go Activity Weekend 
 
Free for young people aged 13 to 17 with a visual impairment 

 
The Royal National College for the Blind (RNC) 
Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 February 2019 

 
Join us for a fun weekend! 

 Try sports such as Goalball and VI football 
 Art, music and drama 
 Bowling, golf and lots more 

 

  
Free overnight accommodation for accompanying adults/siblings 
 
“We love this place, it is so empowering for the young people. The 
support mixed with the encouragement to be independent and try new 
things is unique and very special.” Dawn, mother from Sheffield. 
 
For more information and to request a booking form: 
Call 01432 376 621 
Email info@rnc.ac.uk  
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Want to play in a huge band, sing, 
learn new music and meet new 
friends?  

What? 
Easter Courses include 3 separate 
courses which cater for Medway’s 
Young Musicians: 
 
 

§ Main Band Course 
§ Medway Junior Youth Orchestra 
§ Medway Intermediate Youth 

Orchestra 
 
Where? 
Rainham Mark Grammar School, Pump 
Lane, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7AJ.  
 

MMA’s Easter Music 
Courses 2019 

When? 
Main Band Course:  
8th – 10th April 2019  
10:00 – 15:00 each day 
MJYO/ MIYO Course:  
11th – 12th April 2019 
10:00 – 16:00 each day 
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MMA runs three separate Easter Music Courses 
 

Easter Main Band Course is open to anyone in Medway aged 7-18 (school 
years 3-13) who has been learning to play an instrument since the 
beginning of this academic year. We also welcome members of Music 
Centres and Medway Ensembles. The course will include opportunities for 
playing in small instrumental ensembles and a large mixed orchestra. 
Percussion ensemble, singing and fun general musicianship games and 
activities will also be included. 
 
We run two orchestral courses for more advanced musicians; Medway 
Junior Youth Orchestra (Grade 1-3) and Medway Intermediate Youth 
Orchestra (Grade 3-5). New members are welcome! 
 
If you are not sure which course is right for you, we will be happy to help. 

More information 

How to Apply 
 

Please complete and return an application form as soon as possible and by 
Saturday 16th March 2019 at the latest. Please include your payment with your 
application. 
 
Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 
 
 

Application Form 
 
 

You can find the Easter Music Course application form and details of 
where to send it to on our website: 
www.medwaymusicassociation.co.uk  
 
If you need any more information, or have any further questions, 
please email us at: info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk  
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Medway Music Association 
Easter Music Courses 2019 

 

Main Band Course: Monday 8th, Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th April 2019. 
 

Medway Intermediate Youth Orchestra (MIYO) and Medway Junior Youth Orchestra (MJYO): Thursday 11th and Friday 12th 
April 2019. 

 
Venue: Rainham Mark Grammar School, ME8 7AJ 

 

For the attention of Head Teachers, Music Coordinators, Heads of Music & Licensed Music Teachers 
 

We are delighted to inform you that following the last nine years of highly successful Medway Music Association Holiday 
Courses, we will be staging our Easter Music Courses at Rainham Mark Grammar School. There will be short, informal 
performances on Wednesday 10th April at 2.30pm and Friday 12th April at 3.00pm which parents, relatives and friends are 
welcome to attend.  
 
The Main Band Course will include opportunities for playing in small instrumental ensembles and a large mixed orchestra. 
Percussion ensemble, singing and fun general musicianship games and activities will also be included. Participants must 
attend all three days. 
 
MMA’s Easter Music Courses are open to anyone in Medway aged 7-18 (school years 3-13) who has been learning to play an 
instrument since at least the beginning of this academic year. We also welcome members of Music Centres and Medway 
Ensembles and those recommended by their instrumental teachers are also encouraged to apply. 
 
The Registration Fees for all successful applicants are: 
3 Day Main Band Course - £20  
2 Day MIYO/MJYO Courses - £20. If Main band course and MIYO or MJYO courses are applied for - £30 
 
A cheque made payable to Medway Music Association must be included with the completed application form. Payment will 
not be taken from any unsuccessful applicants. Applications by hand to the Music Centre at St. Thomas of Canterbury can 
include cash payments if preferred. Please email office@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk should you wish to pay by BACs. 
 

Medway Music Association is passionate about making music available to all young people in Medway and that no one is excluded on financial 
grounds. If the Registration Fee is prohibitive, please write a letter explaining your situation to the Director, Derek Blease, and send it with your 

application form in order to be considered for bursary support for the Music Course. All will be considered on a case by case basis. 
 
Participants must bring their own refreshments. This should include lunch and plenty of water. No cans or glass bottles please. 
We will be running a tuck shop selling crisps, sweets and chocolate, so please bring a small amount of money if you would like 
to buy any tuck. In addition, MMA T-shirts, bottles and pencils will be for sale. 
 
Participants must remember to bring their instrument(s) to the Music Courses. 
 
It is hoped that all applicants will be accepted for the Music Courses, but places will be allocated on a first come, first served 
basis. Please note the deadline for receipt of applications is 16th March 2019.  
 
We attach an information sheet & application form and would be very grateful if you could distribute them to pupils in your 
school who you feel would benefit from this exciting opportunity.   
 
More information and application forms can be found at www.medwaymusicassociation.co.uk. If you have any queries please 
visit our website or contact Sarah Coole, MMA Administrator, Email: info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk  
or Telephone: 07572 352187 
  

Medway Music Association works in close partnership with Dynamics – The Medway Music Education Hub CIC to provide 
musical opportunities for all young people in Medway. 
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2018 – 2019
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 to Friday 19th October 2018

Autumn Break Monday 22nd October 2018 to Friday 26th October 2018

TERM 2 Monday 29th October 2018 to Thursday 20th December 2018

Christmas Break Monday 24th December 2018 to Friday 4th  January 2019

TERM 3 Monday 7th  January 2019 to Friday 15th February 2019

February Break Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday 22nd  February 2019

TERM 4 Monday 25th February 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019

Easter Break Monday 8th April 2019 to Thursday 18th April 2019

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 19th April 2019

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 22nd April 2019

TERM 5 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 to Friday 24th May 2019

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019

May Break Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6 Monday 3rd June 2019 to Tuesday 23rd July 2019  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 3rd  September 2018 – CPD in school (School closed to Students)
Open Day - Saturday 13th October 2018 – In school
School closed - Friday 19th October 2018 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 21st December 2018 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

TERM 6 Monday 22nd July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)
Tuesday 23rd  July 2019 - Staff Development Day (School closed to Students)

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


