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Dear Reader,

Welcome to our November newsletter. November is a special month 

for all of us as we remember family and friends who have died. As a 

school community, we also paid our respects to those who have died 

in wars and military combat through the observation of a 2 minute 

silence across both sites. You will see several articles throughout the 

newsletter where we are building our relationship both with other 

schools in the Medway and also across the UK.

We continue to be incredibly ambitious for our amazing students who 

rise to every challenge we set them. We know that life after St John 

Fisher School is incredibly exciting with many opportunities available. 

We continue to work very hard, in partnership with you, to ensure that 

all of our students are fully prepared with the best possible grades in 

order to embrace the challenges which will lie ahead of each of them.

I hope you enjoy the newsletter, which is always a small glimpse into 

the daily life of St John Fisher Catholic School.

God Bless

Mrs D Lennon
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The St John Fisher Stretch and Challenge section of the Newsletter

Bring your Family to UCL day 
 

University College London is hosting Bring Your Family to University days for students from Year 7 to Year 
11, and their families. This is an exciting opportunity for you to explore and learn about the university with 
your children. 

These events run on Saturdays from 9:30-15:00. You will learn more about university (specifically UCL), 
choosing GCSE or A Level subjects, different university subjects and career paths. These events include 
activities such as subject-specific taster lectures, careers panels, campus tours, parent guidance sessions, 
and the opportunity to talk to current university students studying a range of science or humanities degree 
subjects.

Every student must be accompanied by a parent, other adult relative or guardian. Younger siblings are also 
welcome to attend. The events are free and include lunch. 
The following dates are available: 

Date Year group Application Deadline

Saturday 3rd March 2018 Year 7, 8 and 9 25th February 2018

Saturday 28th April 2018 Year 7, 8 and 9 22nd April 2018

Saturday 16th June 2018 Year 5 and 6 10th June 2018

There are only a limited number of places available so if you would like to take advantage of this opportunity, 
apply online via the following link:

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/widening-participation/visits/parents-carers

Please let Mr Williams know if you have applied.



St John Fisher Newsletter November 2017

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Nov 17: EBA

St John Fisher introduces new teaching initiative - Thinking Hard

“Learning happens when people have to think hard” – Professor Robert Coe

Inspired by Professor Coe, among others, we believe that deeper thinking leads 
to deeper learning. The Teaching & Learning team at St John Fisher have recently 
introduced a new initiative for teachers to use in lessons called Thinking Hard. 
These are a number of devices that teachers can use in lessons to get all students 
to think really hard about the information in front of them. For example, rather
than students simply reading and copying parts of a page of text, they may be asked to reduce the 
information into one sentence, transform it into a diagram, prioritise the most and least important 
sentences or sort the information into categories that they choose. 

St John Fisher Pre-University Lecture Series starting in January

In January 2018, we will be launching a pre-university lecture series. The aim of this is to prepare our 
students for learning at University and inspire their intellectual curiosity. The lectures will be taken by 
University academics (we are currently talking to University College London, University of Cambridge, 
University of Oxford, University of Kent and Canterbury Christchurch University) and teachers at St John 
Fisher. The topic will be any academic subject that the lecturer is passionate about. They will take place 
after school at 3:20 - 4 pm in the upper site hall every Tuesday, starting on Tuesday 9th January. There will 
be more details on this in the December newsletter. 

Mr J Williams
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News From Chaplaincy

The Chapel Stewards
This month, Chapel Stewards gave up their break time to sell poppies in remembrance 
of The Fallen in conflicts during the last 100 years. 

Thank you to all the staff and students who have given their time and 
donated money to this worthwhile charity.

Mr Jones, Assistant to the Lay Chaplain 

Holy Souls

Let us not forget November is the month especially known to Catholics, for special prayers for all the Souls 
in purgatory, particularly family members and friends.

 

Prayer for the souls
Almighty Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, grant that our 

relatives and friends who have passed from this life may, through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, come to 

share your Eternal happiness through Christ our Lord.
Amen 

Eternal Rest, grant to them, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace. 

Amen.                                                                                                                    

Advent Penitentials

Advent is a time about getting ready to welcome Jesus into our 
lives. It is also a time to say sorry for what we may have got wrong.  
With this in mind, years 7 to 13 will be taking part at the beginning 
of December in their Year Group Penitential Services where the first 
candle of Advent will be lit. I would like to thank the clergy Father 
Baker and Deacon Coleman for continued support in Chaplaincy.

Mrs P Leach Lay Chaplain
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Don’t forget

St. John Fisher Catholic School

Community Christmas Carol Service

Friday 15th December 2017

7:00pm - 7:40pm

at

St. Michael’s Parish Church, Chatham.

Hot chocolate and mince pies will be available 

following the service.



St John Fisher Newsletter November 2017

www.stjohnfisher.school@st_johnfisher  @st_johnfisher

Mission Statement:
 ‘St John Fisher School seeks to help and encourage pupils to develop individually, collectively and freely 

a way of life modelled on Christ, in accordance with the Faith of the Roman Catholic Church’

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School, Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 6SG
Ph: 01634 543123 e-mail: office@stjohnfisher.school QA: Nov 17: EBA

St John Fisher’s New Minibus

We are delighted to have recently taken delivery of a new school minibus. The Peugeot Boxer is extremely 
smart and very comfortable. Seating the driver with up to sixteen students and staff, it also has the added 
benefit of having full disabled access which was not available on our old minibus, and because of the design 
of this particular model, we can also be much more flexible in its usage. All this means that we can have
significantly more opportunities to use it when travelling to educational visits and sporting events over the 
coming years.                                                                                                                                          

Mr M Headon
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Youth Speaks

The Rotary Association has sponsored the Youth Speaks competition in Medway for a number of years 
and this year the competition was held on Friday 24th November at Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical 
School. Students from a wide variety of schools and organisations across Medway take part in the 
competition, ensuring that the competition is tough. Speakers are not allowed any form of visual aid 
and are marked on a variety of aspects of their speech including: the construction of their speech, the 
development of their thoughts, their delivery, their logic and ability to communicate. Judges included the 
Director General of Rotary in the South East, Carol Vizzard and MP for Rochester and Strood Kelly Tolhurst. 

St John Fisher sixth form student Carla Moore (Year 12) took part in the 14-17 age group with her self-
written speech focussing on the importance of mental health support for teenagers and young people. 
Carla’s speech was delivered with passion and focus, she outlined the pressures that young people face 
these days, as well as explaining the impact these pressures can have on lives in the future if issues aren’t 
dealt with in a timeous manner. She urged the audience to be open when discussing these issues in their 
own contexts, be that at home or in the workplace. 

After the speeches were over Carla was inundated by speakers and audience members who wanted to 
congratulate her on her speech. The Conservative Councillor Wendy Purdy made a conscious effort to 
congratulate Carla not only on the delivery of her speech but on having the foresight to choose such 
a challenging topic to speak about. Councillor Purdy volunteers her time in the mental health sector 
and was impressed at the depth of passion that Carla showed for a subject that is increasingly on the 
political agenda in 2017. Equally as passionate were the congratulations that Carla received from other 
participants in the competition, they were again impressed with her delivery and passion for the subject 
and it meant a lot to Carla to be recognised in this way by her peers. 

Although not the overall winner on this occasion Carla proved beyond a doubt that she is an inspirational 
and compassionate ambassador for both the mental health of young people and also St John Fisher 
school. Carla said: “It was a great challenge that I participated in, I will be back next year stronger and 
more confident with the ambition and motivation to win.”                                                                

Ms Girvan
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Awards Evening 2017

We held our annual Awards Evening on November 1st, it was an enjoyable evening with past and present students attending to receive awards.

We were honoured to have Casey Russell our Head Boy 2014/15 who has recently graduated with a First in BSc Mechanical Engineering from Exeter University as our 
Guest of Honour. He spoke warmly of the help the school had provided during his time from year 7 to 11 and particularly during the Sixth Form. He is currently studying 
an MSc in Mechtronics at Exeter University and we wish him every success for the future. 

Ms Girvan presented the Ian Le Brunn Award saying: 

“Mr Le Brunn was an inspirational teacher who devoted the last few years of his teaching career to the students of St John Fisher. Every year the Ian 
Le Brunn award is given to a student who has demonstrated themselves to be an inspirational student who has shown determination in their pursuit 
of education. Simona Horvathova was the recipient of this year’s award. Simona has overcome the significant challenges that face EAL (English as 
an additional language) students to become an inspiration to her peers. She has shown determination, strength of character, compassion and a 
commitment to her education throughout her GCSE English courses and has carried this determination through to her A level English studies. I am 
confident that Mr Le Brunn would have supported the decision to give this award to Simona as he was always a champion of people who had worked 
hard to get where they are.” 

Our previous Head Girl Robyn received the Special Commendation Award and Alpha was awarded The Smith Mortimer Award for Strength of Character. 

We had an outstanding solo performance by Emily and a duet by Nya and Hawa, who are surely young stars in the making. 

We would like to thank all the Governors, staff and parents and families who attended to share in the success of our students.

Mrs E Bailey
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On Friday, October 13th, 450 Sixth Form students attended 
“The Big Event” at Gillingham Priestfield Stadium alongside 
Robert Napier School and Fort Pitt Grammar School, where 
they received talks about future opportunities and personal 
experiences. The two special guests speaking to them was 
David McQueen and Jo Wimble-Groves. David McQueen being 
a professional Business and academic speaker and Jo Wimble-
Groves being a successful businesswoman and storyteller, 
both shared their life stories and inspired the audience. 

David McQueen was the speaker for the first interval who 
engaged with his audience using his comedic skills. Focusing on 
encouraging students and motivating them to be successful. 
Connecting with the audience on a personal level, he spoke 
about positives and negatives of his career and family life, 
explaining to everyone that success doesn’t always derive 
from university and that anyone can be prosperous, as long as 
you put the effort into your work.

Jo Wimble-Groves, the speaker in the second interval, spoke 
about the changes she experienced through growing up and 
how she became a global award-winning success.

She has achieved many awards for her customer service 
and entrepreneur skills. Telling her story of how she 
accomplished her goals in life, she explained to everyone 
the difficulties she faced on her journey and how she built 
up her self-esteem and self-confidence. 

Mrs E Bailey 

“The Big Event was very influential, I was very engaged 
and motivated about my future, I thoroughly enjoyed the 
day and had a better understanding about how successful 
I would like to be when I leave school, I want to leave a 
lasting impact on people’s lives.” 

Alisha Morris, Head Girl 

“I felt as though the speakers were talking directly to me 
and their stories moved me emotionally to become as 
successful as them. Everyone was interacting with the 
speakers and listened intently.” 

Joshua Allingham, Head Boy
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Travel and Tourism Chessington trip!

It started with having to arrive at 7:45 AM and be registered by Miss Simpson. We got onto the coach 
and were on our way by 8. After an hour and a half long drive, we finally arrived at Chessington where we 
were presented by an educational workshop. In this workshop, we learnt and discussed how every part 
of the company was run. We were given a range of puzzles to complete as well as a quiz. It challenged us 
to think outside of the box. We had to name as many different departments as we could all around the 
theme park. In the workshop, we discussed the different types of visitors, the time of year that they would 
visit and how the park creates rides and attractions that cater to everyone’s specific needs. We were also 
taught about how they manage money and advertise new rides, opening seasons and events. Towards the 
end of the workshop, the staff member who led the talk took an African snail from one of the many tanks 
that were inhabited by different species. We took a group photo with the snail (and the staff member).

Once we completed the workshop, we were let out into the park, we went off in groups of 6 to explore the 
rides. A personal favourite of our group was the Vampire ride as we went on it four times. Also, Dragon’s 
Fury was really fun and adrenaline pumping. 

Travel and Tourism Chessington trip! (cont.d)

Most of the rides were targeted at our age group so there was plenty to do and see that entertained us. 
We visited the Sea Life centre in the park and many of the other zoos. The penguins were really majestic 
and beautiful. We went to the aquarium and the fish inside were mesmerising. There was a tunnel which 
had a glass ceiling and glass walls and it felt like you were actually swimming with the fishes. There were 
sharks, jellyfish and manatees. There were also lots of signs around the park, giving us interesting and 
intriguing information about the history and background of the park. There were gift shops with lots of 
souvenirs. Also, there were lots of restaurants and places to have lunch. I spent lots of money buying 
sweets and bracelets for my family and friends.

Overall, the Chessington trip was very educational and informing. We learnt so much about management 
and customers. It was really fun and I wish we could do it all over again.

-written by Lily-May Mortimer and Stephanie Beeching – Year 9
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6 St Lucy decided to take part in the shoebox appeal again this 
year because of all the success last year. This year it was 40 
shoeboxes in total. 

The whole school tried to put in as much effort as possible. 
Between me and my sister Abigail we were able to fill and wrap 
4 shoeboxes between us. It didn’t matter how many shoeboxes 
were sent because at least we were able to say we all tried our 
best to make everybody’s Christmas the best it can be. 

All the shoeboxes were given to Mrs Simpson. She then delivered 
all of the shoeboxes to the church.

A normal shoebox should contain items such as: hygiene items, 
school supplies, a doll, cuddly toy, toy trucks, balls and wrapped 
sweets. The shoebox is then wrapped in festive wrapping paper.  

The shoeboxes are delivered to more than 100 different places 
around the world. So that every child can have a very Merry 
Christmas.

I would like to thank everybody that contributed to the shoe box 
appeal this year. St John Fisher Catholic School students can be 
deservedly proud of their efforts toward this amazing charity.                            

By Olivia Baker Year 9
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2017 – 2018

START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 to Friday 20th October 2017

Autumn Break Monday 23rd October 2017 to Friday 27th October 2017

TERM 2 Monday 30th October 2017 to Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Break Monday 25th December 2017 to Friday 5th January 2018

TERM 3 Monday 8th January 2018 to Friday 9th February 2018

February Break Monday 12th February 2018 to Friday 16th February 2018

TERM 4 Monday 19th February 2018 to Thursday 29th March 2018

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 30th March 2018

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 2nd April 2018

Easter Break Tuesday 3rd April 2018 to Friday 13th April 2018

TERM 5 Tuesday 17th April 2018 to Friday 25th May 2018

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018

May Break Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018

TERM 6 Monday 4th June 2018 to Friday 20th July 2018  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 4th September 2017
Open Day - Saturday 14th October 2017
School closed - Friday 20th October 2017 in lieu of Open Day

TERM 2 Friday 22nd December 2017

TERM 5 Monday 16th April 2018

TERM 6 Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


