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We were delighted to welcome Councillor Potter to St John Fisher on the 
6th December 2017. Councillor Potter joined the Medway Council Cabinet 
as the Education Lead in 2015 and is responsible for improving standards 
in school.

Councillor Potter toured the school, met students and staff. He was
extremely interested to hear about all the changes made. He later took 
to Twitter, tweeting, “Excellent visit to St John Fisher Catholic School 
with Mrs Lennon, staff and students. It was a pleasure to meet so many 
highly ambitious young people and to talk high expectations and raising 
aspirations with supportive school leadership and staff”.

Councillor Potter has asked to be invited to a school council meeting and 
we will be delighted to welcome him back.

Councillor Potter Visits
St John Fisher Catholic School
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Dear Families and Friends,

Welcome to the December edition of the St John Fisher Catholic School newsletter. 
December is a special month as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We are also 
preparing with friends and family for the holiday season. 

We have had many special events during December and welcomed many visitors including 
several of our partner Catholic Schools to the school. We have also been out of school to 
take part in events including to St Michael’s Church for the Penitential Services and for the 
wonderful Carol Service on Friday night. The smiles on the faces of both the Choir and the 
congregation were a joy to behold. 

The work on the new building to replace the Ordnance Road site continues at pace. There 
is a builders’ day at the end of January where approximately 6 construction firms will visit 
the site. From there 2 firms will work on their designs and will then compete to win the 
contract.

The governors have decided to appoint a Senior Deputy 
Headteacher to take charge of this enormous project. 
We had 13 applications for the post and an extremely 
high calibre of applicants. The successful person was Mr 
McCaughan who joins us on the 1st of January 2018. He 
presently works at the outstanding St. Michael’s School in 
Central London and he has extensive experience of leading 
school builds. We welcome him most warmly to the St John 
Fisher community.

I wish you joy and happiness at Christmas and in 2018 and look forward to continuing to 
work with you in the coming year. 

Thank you

God Bless

Mrs D Lennon
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Invaders and Settlers
The Eagle series by Simon Scarrow

The Middle Ages 
Black Death by Phillip Ziegler
Eleanor of Aquitaine by Alison Weir
Medieval Women by Eileen Power
Medieval Women by Henrietta Leyser
The Middle Ages by John Gillingham
The Paston letters
The weaker vessel by Antonia Fraser

British America /Slavery
Roots, Alex Haley 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe 
12 years a slave by Solomon Northup
The last runaway by Tracey Chevalier
A respectable Trade by Philippa Gregory
Youtube clips: Liberty kids 101

Tudors
Tudors and Stuarts (Usborne History of Britain), 
Fiona Patchett 
Henry: Model of a tyrant, David Starkey 
How to be a Tudor: Ruth Goodman 
The Tudor series by Philippa Gregory
The cousins’ war series by Philippa Gregory
The Shardlake series by C.J. Sansom
Tudors and Stuarts (Usborne History of Britain), 
Fiona Patchett 
Henry: Model of a tyrant, David Starkey 
How to be a Tudor: Ruth Goodman 
Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel
Bring up the bodies by Hilary Mantel
BBC-The six wives of Henry VIII with Lucy 
Worsley

Stuarts
The English Civil War at First Hand, Tristam Hunt 
A Brief History of the English Civil Wars, John 
Miller 
Killers of the King, Charles Spencer 

WWI 
Forgotten Voices of the Great War, Max Arthur 
War Horse, Michael Morpurgo 
Regeneration Trilogy by Pat Barker

WWII
Inside the Third Reich, Albert Speer 
The Hitler Myth, Ian Kershaw 
The rise and fall of the Third Reich, William 
Shirer 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, John Boyne 
Hitler by Ian Kershaw
The Holocaust by Martin Gilbert
The Third Reich by Richard Evans
The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak
Schindler`s Ark by Thomas Keneally
Maus by Art Spiegelman
Two Brothers by Ben Elton
Medicine 
Florence Nightingale by Sally Hewitt
Renaissance Medicine by Nicola Barber
Medieval Medicine by Ian Dawson
Medieval Surgery by Tony Hunt
The Reconstruction of Warriors (Archie McIndoe) 
published by the RAF  

St.  John Fisher Catholic School
History Department

Supplementary reading list
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The feedback that students receive from their teachers is one of the most important ways that they learn, 
identify errors and know how to develop in their understanding. Over the past twelve months myself 
and colleagues have been examining and reviewing the most effective way that teachers can feedback to 
students on the work in their exercise books.

As part of this examination we have studied academic reports on what makes the most effective feedback 
as well as gathering the opinions of staff and students. We have also carried out a pilot study with a whole 
year group in May, June and July of last year.

We have found that for feedback to be most effective it should highlight errors and misunderstandings in 
students’ work and promptly address these errors with students. The most effective feedback happens 
when students then act on it by making corrections, completing a task linked to the feedback, answer an 
exam question in the area etc.

Based on this we have introduced a new feedback and assessment policy which prioritises the frequency 
of the feedback to students and the depth in which students respond to it.

The policy in its entirety can be viewed on the St. John Fisher School website but the key points to note 
are as follows:

• Teachers will still mark one piece of work formally per half term e.g. test paper, essay, performance 
   piece etc.

• Every set of books will be reviewed every four to six lessons. As part of the review teachers will read 
   every exercise books and identify the key errors and misconceptions that have been made.

• No written comments are expected in the books (teachers may use discretion), however, a ‘book review 
   sheet’ will be completed and kept centrally within subject areas.

• Feedback will take place the following lesson to the class and could constitute visual feedback (PowerPoint 
   slide show etc.) oral feedback, tasks to address weaknesses etc.

• The next lesson (after the book review) students must engage with the feedback – this could involve 
   correcting errors, misconceptions and areas for development, answering questions, drawing diagrams    
   etc. This response to the feedback will take place in purple pen.
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Since introducing this policy we have carried out a thorough review involving examinations of students’ 
books as well as seeking the views of staff and students. Our initial findings are showing that the new 
policy is having a positive impact on the progress of students and that they are able to act on feedback in 
a much more effective way than previously.

I would like to share with you two quotes which I feel summarise our findings about the new policy:

“My teachers know what I don’t understand much better and are doing something about it” 
(Year 7 student)

“Feedback that staff are giving students is really quality – it’s a useful use of time” 
(Member of teaching staff)

If you would like to get in touch to discuss the new policy, if you have any questions or if you would like 
to offer comment please email me using the details below. In the meantime, please speak to your child 
about the new assessment policy – they will probably know it as the ‘Purple Pen Feedback’.

Mr I Jordan, Assistant Headteacher 
i.jordan@stjohnfisher.school

Example 
of student 
acting on 
feedback 
received 
as part of 

the review 
process in 
Science.

Example of student acting on feedback received as 
part of the review process in Maths.
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News From Chaplaincy

Amherst Court Care Home – Carol Singing

On Monday 11th December, the Chaplaincy Team, Mr Jones, alongside Mrs Dare from Performing Arts 
and the Year 7 choir brought some festive cheer to Amherst Court Care Home by singing Christmas Carols 
to the residents and staff; continuing the link that has been established with the Care Home and the 
community. 

When we arrived, we were taken to the lounge area in the centre of the Care Home and positioned 
ourselves in front of the awaiting residents. 
 

Supported by Mrs Dare with her ukulele, the Choir sang a selection of Christmas Carols from our School 
Carol Service booklet, including Silent Night and Hark the Herald Angels Sing. The Choir sang with 
enthusiasm and sounded wonderful. The staff and residents of the Care Home who gathered around 
appreciated the singing by our students as some of them sang along to the Carols they knew.  

We then finished off our carol singing with ‘We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas’ which the residents and staff 
were more than happy to sing along with. 

Overall, our visit to Amherst Court was a big success, 
one both the residents, staff and students really valued 
and enjoyed taking part in.

Mr M Jones, Assistant to the Lay-Chaplain
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The Blessing of the Crib 

On Wednesday 13th December Deacon James Coleman led a 
short service for the blessing of the crib. Joined by the Chaplaincy 
Team and Chapel Students from year 10, this happy occasion took 
place in the Chapel. 

St. John Fisher Christmas Carol Service

St John Fisher Governors, staff, parents and students gathered together for the annual Christmas Carol 
Service held at St Michael’s Church Chatham on Friday 15th December.  
 
It was a joyful event.  The school choir together with the congregation celebrated Christ’s birth with 
carols, poems and readings this was followed by the Christingle Procession which included three Wise 
men and Mary carrying the baby Jesus to the crib. 

 Hot chocolate and mince pies were served at the entrance of the church, where all gathered for a warm 
drink and festive cheer.  All proceeds collected from the refreshments were donated to charity. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who took part and made this event a true community 
celebration.  I would also like to thank the clergy Father Baker and Deacon Coleman for continued support 
in Chaplaincy. 

Mrs P Leach, Lay-Chaplain

Dates for the diary

January 1st Solemnity Mary mother of God.

January 7th Feast of the Epiphany. 

January 8th Baptism of our Lord
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RE Booster Sessions

The religious education department is eager to assist your child in improving progress in the subject. The 
department is running a carousel of booster sessions:

Time Day of the week Location Topic

3.10-4.00 Thursday C1 Judaism

3.10-4.00 Thursday B2 Existence of God

3.10-4.00 Thursday B1 Exam skills

3.10-4.00 Friday E10 Judaism / Exam skills

There is a free online version of the textbook on www.kerboodle.com. 

To log in you will need:

Student login = initial of last name followed by first name e.g. John Smith = sjohn / SJohn / sjohn1. 

Student password = same as the login unless changed by student (can be reset by the IT department.) 

Institution code = szl6.

Not only does the department make chapter notes for content covered in lessons available online but we 
also set weekly homework tasks on www.showmyhomework.com. All homework is exam question based 
and is due on Friday of each week. Students who do not complete their homework will be expected to 
remain after school to complete the work. The homework also includes some useful revision webpages 
that help students create revision tools like mindmaps and flashcards.

Thank you for your support. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact a member of the 
religious education department.

Miss J Turner, Head of Religious Education
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Week 1 Gingerbread cookies

Week 2

Profiteroles

Week 3
Brownies

Week 4

Reindeer Cupcakes

Week 5
Mince Pies

Week 6

Oreo Christmas 

Pudding Thank you and well done for learning new skills in cooking.

Countdown to Christmas

With the lead up to Christmas, Students were invited to join the Food Technology Department every 
Monday after school to create a range of Christmas based food products. 

Lots of fun was involved as well as learning new skills in the kitchen. 

Well done to the students involved.
Miss M Collins 
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Living with Autism

Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that affects how people perceive the world and interact with 
others. There are around 700,000 autistic people in the UK - that’s more than 1 in 100. People from all 
nationalities and cultural, religious and social backgrounds can be autistic.

Autistic people see, hear and feel the world differently to other people.

Autism is a spectrum condition. All autistic people share certain difficulties, but being autistic will affect 
them in different ways. With the right support, all people with autism can live a fulfilling life of their own 
choosing.

If you would like advice or support in relation to Autism, Medway MAGIC are able to help.

Medway MAGIC was formed in 2006 due to the real need for providing quality information and support 
on Autism to families living with such conditions.

They now support over 500 Members. Our support and guidance is given by parents whom themselves 
live with Autism, enabling ‘The Solution through Understanding’.

If you have a child that you believe has Autism or has a diagnosis of Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome or 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) then Medway MAGIC can help. They have a vast amount of information 
and experience to be able to help get the best for children and their future.

Having an Autistic child is demanding in itself and often there is little time to find out more about Autism. 
MAGIC are dedicated to providing that understanding, as well as helping others to realise the complications 
behind Autism which ultimately benefits the children.

Web: www.medway-magic.org   
Email: admin@medway-magic.org      
Phone: 01634 570706
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Parents Support Group 2018

For parents of children with ADHD & linked issues   

Monday  7 – 9pm. Cost £1

Share a coffee with people who listen          

 St Augustine’s Church Room, Rock Av. Gil. ME7 5PW

Tel:  Lesley Lucock: 01634   85131     

email:lesley.lucock@btopenworld.com 

Lisa Scarrott email: loxenham005@icloud.com

www.staspsg.wixite.com/adhd

Monday Evening

8th Jan:   23rd April     3rd July 12th Nov

5th Feb: 7th May 10th Sept 7th Jan 2019

5th March 11th June 1st Oct
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Choir

The St John Fisher Choir are busy practising for the Christmas Carol Service.  They have been meeting on 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings with Mrs Dare and are sounding spectacular.

Miss B Timoney

Medway Physical and Sensory Service

The Physical And Sensory Service (PASS) is part of Medway’s Educational, Child & Community Psychology 
Service. PASS works actively with children and young people with physical, hearing and visual 
impairment from birth to 19 years. They run a referral, early intervention and support service working 
with families and schools to support children. In addition, they offer two parent support groups for 
families of children with visual, hearing, physical and/or complex needs. 

Phone: 01634 334144

Web: www.medwayfisd.com (type in PASS in the search feature on their homepage to find the direct 
link)

Email: jane.elworthy@medway.gov.uk
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Red Cross Emergency Beacon Club - Lower School Disco held on Thursday 30th November.

The disco was a huge success raising in excess of £350 with all monies raised going to the victims of the 
hurricanes earlier on this year. The whole event was planned and carried out by the members of both the 
Lower Site and Upper Site, Red Cross Emergency Beacon clubs. The music was arranged by our resident DJ 
William Mengual, who is one of our year 8 students. Mr Orpin was in charge of photography and Mr Darby 
won the best dancer competition. Great fun was had doing the limbo and everyone looked fabulous. 
Thank you to everyone who came along to the disco and all of the staff who supported and helped out on 
the night. We all had lots of fun!

Mrs A Field
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The St John Fisher Stretch and Challenge section of the Newsletter

In January 2018, St John Fisher will launch a new pre-University lecture series. Every Tuesday, starting 
from the 9th January, students are invited to attend a lecture afterschool from 3.20 to 4pm in the upper-
site hall. The lectures are designed to ignite students’ intellectual curiosity on a range of subjects, from 
exploring the causes and effects of the bubonic plague to asking why we dream. The lecturer will either be 
from a university or from the school; so far, we have academics from University College London, University 
of Kent and Canterbury Christchurch University preparing to deliver a lecture and we are in the process 
of organising lecturers from University of Oxford and Cambridge as well. This opportunity is open to all St 
John Fisher students, parents and siblings; it is highly recommended in particular to students who aspire 
to go to a Russel Group University but it will also help students who are unsure about going to University 
decide. 

If students, parents, carers or siblings would like to come, please let Mr Williams (science teacher) know. 
Students can do this in school or parents can via e-mail: j.williams@stjohnfisher.school

Mr J Williams
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2017 – 2018

START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 to Friday 20th October 2017

Autumn Break Monday 23rd October 2017 to Friday 27th October 2017

TERM 2 Monday 30th October 2017 to Thursday 21st December 2017

Christmas Break Monday 25th December 2017 to Friday 5th January 2018

TERM 3 Monday 8th January 2018 to Friday 9th February 2018

February Break Monday 12th February 2018 to Friday 16th February 2018

TERM 4 Monday 19th February 2018 to Thursday 29th March 2018

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 30th March 2018

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 2nd April 2018

Easter Break Tuesday 3rd April 2018 to Friday 13th April 2018

TERM 5 Tuesday 17th April 2018 to Friday 25th May 2018

May Day - Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018

May Break Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018

TERM 6 Monday 4th June 2018 to Friday 20th July 2018  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 4th September 2017
Open Day - Saturday 14th October 2017
School closed - Friday 20th October 2017 in lieu of Open Day

TERM 2 Friday 22nd December 2017

TERM 5 Monday 16th April 2018

TERM 6 Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

 Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


