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Catholic Social Teaching in Science
 
	 
	KS3 
	KS4 
	KS5 

	Life and Dignity of the Human
Person

All created in the image and
likeness of God
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	• Respect for all learners and their abilities
• Explore how science improves human health and wellbeing
• Promote safe and ethical practical work
	• Study medical advances and bioethics
• Evaluate impacts of genetic technologies
• Consider human dignity in scientific decision-making
	• Critically analyse ethical issues in modern science
• Debate emerging technologies and human flourishing
• Apply scientific knowledge to global challenges

	
Call to family, community and
participation

Whatever is needed for each person to flourish
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	• Collaborative practical investigations
• Develop communication and teamwork skills
• Recognise science in everyday community life
	• Investigate public health and community issues
• Explore science careers serving society
• Engage in group problem-solving projects
	• Examine science policy and societal impacts
• Participate in research and outreach activities
• Consider science as service to the common good

	Solidarity and the common good

Not just doing things for other people but acting with them to build a more just
world together
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	• Investigate local and global issues
• Use evidence to solve real-world problems
• Appreciate science as a tool for justice
	• Study climate change and sustainability
• Evaluate scientific responses to inequality
• Assess benefits and risks of innovations
	• Analyse global scientific challenges
• Consider equitable access to technology
• Apply science for sustainable development

	The dignity of work and the
rights of workers

As far as possible, decisions should not be taken at the highest levels but by the people who are most affected
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	• Learn about a range of STEM careers
• Work responsibly and safely
• Value contributions of scientists
	• Explore workers' rights in scientific industries
• Understand ethical responsibilities in research
• Develop employability skills
	• Examine ethics in scientific workplaces
• Consider leadership and responsibility in research
• Evaluate regulation and accountability

	Stewardship of God’s creation

We are called to care for creation as stewards, not just as
consumers
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	• Care for the school environment
• Investigate ecosystems and biodiversity
• Reduce waste in practical work
	• Study environmental science and conservation
• Evaluate human impacts on ecosystems
• Promote sustainable use of resources
	• Analyse global environmental challenges
• Examine scientific solutions to sustainability
• Consider stewardship in policy and innovation

	Rights and
responsibilities

When one person has a right, others have a responsibility to
uphold that right
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	• Understand health and safety responsibilities
• Respect the rights of others in practical work
• Use evidence responsibly
	• Examine rights relating to health and technology
• Discuss responsibilities of scientists
• Evaluate ethical use of data
	• Analyse regulation, ethics and accountability
• Consider responsibilities in scientific communication
• Debate rights linked to emerging technologies

	Option for the poor and the
vulnerable

To choose to consider the needs of the poorest and most
vulnerable people
first
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	• Study issues affecting vulnerable communities
• Explore access to clean water and healthcare
• Recognise unequal impacts of environmental issues
	• Investigate global health inequalities
• Evaluate access to scientific advances
• Consider science in humanitarian responses
	• Analyse poverty-related scientific challenges
• Debate equitable distribution of resources
• Assess science's role in supporting vulnerable populations
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