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Catholic Social Teaching in English and Media
 
	 
	KS3 
	KS4 
	KS5 

	Life and Dignity of the Human
Person

All created in the image and
likeness of God
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	Year 7 – Term 2 & 3 
The Bone Sparrow explores the dignity and
humanity of refugees despite their treatment in detention centres, encouraging students to recognise the value of every individual.

Year 7 – Term 5
Between Names explores identity and 
belonging, highlighting the importance of 
respecting individual dignity and cultural 
heritage. 

The Rose That Grew from Concrete celebrates human resilience and the value of every person despite difficult circumstances.

Year 8 – Term 1 
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief explores self-worth, identity and the importance of accepting differences. 

Theseus demonstrates courage and sacrifice in protecting others.

Year 8 – Term 2 & 3 
Refugee Boy highlights the inherent worth
of all people regardless of nationality, race or circumstance.

Library
The Library is a safe space, a place of inspiration, encouraging learning and curiosity and support, welcoming to all. The library creates a calm and peaceful environment to ensure reflection and learning.

Year 8 – Term 4
Romeo and Juliet examines the tragic
consequences when human life is devalued
through prejudice, conflict and hatred.

Year 9 – Term 2 
My Polish Teacher's Tie explores respect, 
identity and the dignity of individuals
regardless of nationality or background. 

Chemistry highlights the importance of 
recognising the value and worth of others 
beyond stereotypes.

Year 9 – Term 5 
Anita and Me explores identity, belonging and respect for different cultures. 

Invisible Mass of the Back Row examines the
 importance of recognising the worth and 
individuality of every person. 

The Lost Child highlights the value of family 
and human relationships.

Library
The Library holds information and literature that supports the dignity of human life. Year 7 and 8 have regular sessions reading in the library where they can explore the collection.
	English Lit Paper 1 
A Christmas Carol promotes compassion, human dignity and social responsibility towards the poor.

English Lit Paper 2
An Inspector Calls explores the inherent worth of every individual through Eva Smith's treatment by society. 

Power and Conflict poems such as Poppies and War Photographer encourage empathy for those affected by conflict.

Speaking Endorsement
Students are encouraged to express their own views confidently while listening respectfully to the perspectives of others, promoting respect for the dignity and worth of every individual.

Library
The Library is a safe space, a place of inspiration, encouraging learning and curiosity and support, welcoming to all. The library creates a calm and peaceful environment to ensure reflection and learning.
	English Lit Paper 1
The Great Gatsby critiques a society that values wealth above people.

Othello examines prejudice, discrimination and the destruction of human dignity through manipulation and jealousy.

English Lit Paper 2 
Students explore the physical and psychological impact of war on individuals, developing empathy and understanding for those affected by conflict.

A Level Lit Coursework
Frankenstein explores the consequences of rejecting and marginalising individuals through the creature's treatment by society. 

Media
Students critically explore how individuals and groups are represented in the media, examining issues such as gender, ethnicity, age, disability and social class.

Set products such as The Big Issue, Woman’s Hour and Attitude encourage discussion of equality, inclusion and human dignity.

Library
The Library is a safe space, a place of inspiration, encouraging learning and curiosity and support, welcoming to all. The library creates a calm and peaceful environment to ensure reflection and learning.


	Call to family, community and
Participation
Whatever is needed for each person to flourish[image: A round red circle with a person and person holding donkeys

Description automatically generated]

	Year 7 – Term 5 
When the Rainbow Serpent Woke explores the importance of community, shared traditions and cultural identity. 

The Day the Drums Went Quiet highlights the significance of family, heritage and collective memory.

Year 7 – Term 6
Much Ado About Nothing explores family 
relationships, friendship and the influence of 
community on individual choices.

Year 8 – Term 1
Percy Jackson and the Greek Gods and Percy
 Jackson and the Lightning Thief explore family relationships, loyalty and the importance of  belonging to a community. 

Theseus shows responsibility towards society by defeating the Minotaur to save others.

Year 8 – Term 2 & 3 
Refugee Boy demonstrates the importance 
of belonging, family support and
participation within a community.

Year 9 Term 2
Odour of Chrysanthemums explores family 
relationships and the consequences of 
emotional disconnection. 

My Polish Teacher's Tie demonstrates the 
importance of belonging, acceptance and 
community.

Year 9 – Term 4 
The Tempest shows how reconciliation and 
forgiveness help restore healthy relationships 
and communities.

Year 9 Term 5 
A Family Supper explores family relationships, traditions and responsibilities. 

Anita and Me highlights the importance 
community and belonging. 
The Bamboo Princess demonstrates loyalty, family duty and cultural values.


Library
The Library holds information and literature that supports the importance of belonging, community, shared traditions, diversity and cultural identity. Family relationships and individual relationships show respect and kindness. Year 7 and 8 have regular sessions reading in the library where they can explore the collection.  It is open and accessible to students before school, break time and lunch time, and homework club after school.

	English Lit Paper 2 
Macbeth explores the consequences when individuals place personal ambition above their responsibilities to family and community.

A Christmas Carol demonstrates the importance of family, generosity and belonging through Scrooge's transformation. 

English Lit Paper 2 
An Inspector Calls highlights society's collective responsibility for others. 

Speaking Endorsement
The Spoken Language Endorsement develops students' ability to participate actively in society through discussion, presentation and debate, preparing them to contribute positively to their communities.

Library
The Library holds information and literature that supports the importance of belonging, community, shared traditions, diversity and cultural identity. Family relationships and individual relationships show respect and kindness. It is open and accessible to students before school, break time and lunch time, and homework club after school.
	English Lit Paper 1 
The Great Gatsby explores the breakdown of relationships and community in the pursuit of wealth and status.

English Lit Paper 2
Life Class and Journey's End demonstrate the importance of friendship, loyalty and human connection during times of conflict.

War Extracts
War extracts often examine the impact of war on families and communities, highlighting the importance of relationships, support and belonging during times of crisis.

Media
Students investigate how media products shape communities and encourage participation in society.
Topics such as social media, online communities and audience engagement allow students to consider how individuals contribute to public discourse and democratic participation.

Media Coursework
Students consider how media influences relationships, identities and communities, reflecting on the role media plays in shaping society and connecting people.

Library
The Library encourages Year 12 students to participate in reading mentoring with Year 9 students.

	Solidarity and the common good

Not just doing things for other people but acting with them to build a more just
world together
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	Year 7 – Term 5 
Island Man explores feelings of displacement and the challenges faced by migrants, encouraging empathy and understanding. 

Between Names promotes acceptance and inclusion of people from different cultures.

Year 8 – Term 1
Theseus sacrifices his own safety for the good of Athens. 

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief demonstrates teamwork, friendship and helping others to overcome challenges.


Year 8 – Term 2 & 3 
Refugee Boy demonstrates how communities
 can work together to support those facing 
adversity.

Year 8 – Term 6
War Poetry explores shared human suffering
 and the need for peace, understanding and 
collective responsibility.

Year 9 – Term 2 
Korea encourages students to consider 
empathy, understanding and our 
responsibility towards others. 

My Polish Teacher's Tie promotes acceptance of cultural differences and inclusion within society.

Year 9 – Term 4 
The Tempest highlights the benefits of 
cooperation, forgiveness and reconciliation for the wider community.

Year 9 – Term 5 
Island Man encourages empathy towards
 migrants and those living between cultures. 

Scavengers in a Truck explores poverty and 
social inequality, encouraging students to 
consider the needs of others. 

Invisible Mass of the Back Row promotes 
inclusion and acceptance.

 Library
The Library holds information and literature that promotes inclusion and acceptance and encourages empathy. Stories encourage themes of resilience, teamwork, friendship and helping others to overcome challenges.

	Eng Lit Paper 2 
An Inspector Calls promotes Priestley's message that society should care for one another and work together for the common good. 

Power and Conflict poetry explores the impact of war on communities and nations, encouraging students to consider the consequences of division and conflict.

Speaking Endorsement
Students explore contemporary issues, develop empathy for differing viewpoints and learn how respectful dialogue can support understanding and social cohesion.
	English Lit Paper 2
Journey's End highlights comradeship, sacrifice and mutual support in the trenches. 

Scars Upon My Heart presents the shared experiences and suffering of women during wartime.

Life Class explores the collective impact of war on society and relationships.

War Extracts
Students analyse acts of courage, sacrifice and comradeship, considering how individuals work together to support one another during conflict.



Media

Media texts often highlight social issues and inequalities.
Students analyse how media can challenge injustice, raise awareness of social concerns and promote understanding between different groups within society.

Media Coursework
Students consider how media can raise awareness of social issues, challenge injustice and promote understanding, using their products to communicate messages that benefit wider society.

Library 
The library has information and literature that raises awareness of social issues, challenges injustice and promote understanding within the community.

	The dignity of work and the
rights of workers

As far as possible, decisions should not be taken at the highest levels but by the people who are most affected
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	Year 7 Term 5
Island Man can be linked to migration for work and the sacrifices people make to support themselves and their families. Discussions around opportunity and economic contribution can be explored.

Year 8 – Term 1
Daedalus and Icarus highlight craftsmanship, skill and creativity through Daedalus' work as an inventor. Discussions can focus on using talents responsibly and ethically.

Year 8 – Term 2 & 3 
Refugee Boy raises questions about equality
 of opportunity and barriers faced by refugees 
in accessing education and future 
employment.
Year 8 – Term 6 
War Poetry explores the sacrifices made by 
soldiers and encourages reflection on how 
society values service and labour.

Year 9 – Term 2
Odour of Chrysanthemums explores the
 harsh realities of working-class life, 
mining communities and the impact of 
labour on families.

Year 9 – Term 5
Scavengers in a Truck highlights 
economic hardship and the realities faced
by vulnerable workers. Students can explore issues of fairness, poverty and social justice.

Library
The library holds information and literature about the environment, issues of fairness, poverty and social justice.
	English Lit Paper 1 
A Christmas Carol highlights fair treatment of workers through Bob Cratchit's experiences.

English Lit Paper 2 
An Inspector Calls examines workers' rights through the treatment of Eva Smith and critiques exploitation by employers. 
	English Lit Paper 1
The Great Gatsby examines social class divisions and the exploitation of the working classes through characters such as George Wilson.

English Lit Paper 2 
	Scars Upon My Heart provides insight into women's contributions and changing roles during wartime.

Media
Through the study of media industries, students explore employment, ownership, regulation and working practices within the creative industries.
Texts such as The Big Issue encourage discussion about poverty, employment and social responsibility.






	Stewardship of God’s creation

We are called to care for creation as stewards, not just as
consumers
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	Year 7 – Term 5
When the Rainbow Serpent Woke emphasises respect for nature, the environment and Indigenous beliefs about caring for the land. 

Island Man contrasts the natural beauty of the Caribbean with the urban environment of London.

Year 8 – Term 1 
Percy Jackson and the Greek Gods explores humanity's relationship with nature and the power of the natural world. Students can discuss respect for creation and the consequences of misusing power.

Year 8 – Term 6 
War Poetry often contrasts the beauty of the
 natural world with the destruction caused by human conflict.

Year 9 – Term 2
Odour of Chrysanthemums contrasts the 
natural world with industrialisation, 
encouraging discussion about humanity's 
relationship with the environment.

Year 9 – Term 4 
The Tempest places the natural world at the
 centre of the narrative, encouraging 
reflection on humanity's relationship with 
creation.

Year 9 – Term 5
Blessing explores the preciousness of water 
and natural resources, encouraging 
appreciation and responsible use of creation.

The Bamboo Princess reflects humanity's
connection to the natural world.
Library
The library holds information and literature that encourages respect for nature, the environment and creation.
	English Lit Paper 2 
Power and Conflict poems such as The Prelude and Storm on the Island explore humanity's relationship with nature and the power of the natural world.

English Language Paper 1 & 2 
English Language Paper 1 and Paper 2 non-fiction and literary extracts often encourage discussion of environmental responsibility and humanity's impact on the world.
	A Level Lit Coursework
Frankenstein explores humanity's relationship with nature and the dangers of attempting to control natural processes. Romantic settings throughout the novel encourage reflection on respect for the natural world.

Media
Students analyse media campaigns and representations linked to environmental issues, considering the role media plays in influencing public attitudes towards sustainability and care for the world.


	Rights and
responsibilities

When one person has a right, others have a responsibility to
uphold that right
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	Year 7 & 8 – Term 2-3
The Bone Sparrow and Refugee Boy 
encourage discussion about human rights and
 society's responsibility to protect vulnerable
 people.

Year 7 – Term 5 
Between Names explores the right to cultural 
identity and the responsibility to respect 
diversity. 

The Day the Drums Went Quiet encourages 
students to recognise the importance of 
preserving cultural traditions and histories.

Year 8 – Term 1
Pandora's Box explores the consequences of 
choices and the responsibility individuals have for their actions. 

King Midas and the Golden Touch teaches that greed can lead to harm and that wealth 
should not be valued above people.

Year 8 – Term 4
Romeo and Juliet explores the tension 
between personal desires and responsibilities towards family and society.



Year 9 – Term 2
Chemistry explores how individuals should 
treat others with respect and responsibility.

 Korea examines personal responsibility and
 the consequences of choices.

Year 9 – Term 4 
The Tempest considers leadership, justice and the responsible use of power.

Year 9 – Term 5
A Stench of Kerosene explores the 
consequences of social expectations and the
responsibilities individuals have towards 
others. 

The Tale of the Doomed Prince highlights 
choices, duty and responsibility. 
A Family Supper encourages discussion of 
family obligations and moral decision-making.

Library
The Library holds information and literature that respects the rights and freedoms of individuals, human rights and society’s responsibility to protect vulnerable people.

	English Lit Paper 1 
Macbeth explores the consequences of abusing power and failing in moral responsibilities. 

A Christmas Carol demonstrates the responsibility individuals have to support those less fortunate than themselves.

English Lit Paper 2 
An Inspector Calls emphasises social responsibility and accountability for one's actions. 



English Language Paper 2 
English Language Paper 2 often explores viewpoints surrounding social issues, encouraging students to evaluate rights and responsibilities within society.

Speaking Endorsement
Students learn to communicate their opinions effectively whilst recognising their responsibility to listen respectfully and engage thoughtfully with alternative viewpoints.

Library
The Library holds information and literature that respects the rights and freedoms of individuals, human rights and society’s responsibility to protect vulnerable people.

	English Lit Paper 1 
Othello explores leadership, trust and the consequences of abusing power. 

English Lit Paper 2
Journey's End explores duty, leadership and moral responsibility during war.

War Extracts
War literature encourages students to reflect on leadership, duty, moral responsibility and the consequences of decisions made by those in positions of power.



A Level Coursework
Frankenstein examines Victor's failure to take responsibility for his creation. 

Media
Students explore freedom of expression, censorship, regulation and ethical responsibilities within media production.
They consider how media producers influence audiences and the responsibilities associated with creating and distributing content.

Media Coursework
Students explore their responsibility as media producers to communicate accurately and ethically, considering issues such as copyright, bias, misinformation and audience impact.

Library
The library encourages accurate and ethical information and literature. Upholding copyright legislation and reducing misinformation and stereotypes. 

	Option for the poor and the
vulnerable

To choose to consider the needs of the poorest and most
vulnerable people
first
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	Year 7 – Term 2-3
The Bone Sparrow focuses on the experiences of refugees and asylum seekers, promoting empathy and compassion for vulnerable groups.

Year 7 – Term 5
The Rose That Grew from Concrete focuses on overcoming adversity and highlights the 
struggles faced by marginalised individuals. 

Island Man explores the experiences of 
migrants who may feel isolated or 
disadvantaged within society.

Year 8 – Term 1 
King Midas and the Golden Touch critiques 
excessive wealth and selfishness, encouraging students to consider the needs of others rather than personal gain. 

Rumplestiltskin highlights the vulnerability of 
those with little power and the importance of justice and fairness.

Year 8 – Term 2 -3
Refugee Boy examines displacement, injustice and the importance of supporting those facing hardship.

Year 9 – Term 2
Odour of Chrysanthemums highlights the
 struggles of working-class families and the 
challenges faced by vulnerable communities 
affected by poverty and dangerous working 
conditions.

Year 9 – Term 5 
Scavengers in a Truck directly highlights 
poverty and the struggles of vulnerable #
communities. 

Blessing explores inequalities in access to 
essential resources. 

Vultures encourages students to consider 
suffering, conflict and humanity's 
responsibility towards others.

Library
The Library holds information and literature that respects the rights and freedoms of individuals, human rights and society’s responsibility to protect vulnerable people.

	English Lit Paper 1 
A Christmas Carol directly addresses poverty, inequality and the treatment of vulnerable people.

English Lit Paper 2
An Inspector Calls focuses on the exploitation of working-class women and the consequences of social injustice. 

Power and Conflict poems such as War Photographer and Remains highlight suffering and the experiences of vulnerable individuals affected by conflict.
	English Lit Paper 1
The Great Gatsby highlights social inequality and the treatment of those without wealth or status.

English Lit Paper 2 
Scars Upon My Heart gives voice to individuals affected by war, particularly women whose experiences were often overlooked. 

War Extracts
Many extracts focus on the experiences of ordinary soldiers, civilians, refugees and those most affected by war, encouraging consideration of society's responsibility towards vulnerable groups.


A Level Lit Coursework
Frankenstein explores exclusion, isolation and society's treatment of the vulnerable.


Media 
Through the study of media representations, students examine how marginalised and underrepresented groups are portrayed and how media can both challenge and reinforce social inequalities.

Media Coursework
Students may choose to focus on underrepresented groups or social issues, exploring how media can give a voice to those who are often overlooked or marginalised.
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