
Parentmail 11.06.21 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for your amazing hard work and efforts to help your children.  Please contact us if you 

have any questions or concerns you wish to raise with us. I will continue to communicate each week 

by Parentmail and please also check our website for more details. As the weather has improved, 

pupils will no longer be allowed to stay in classrooms over break and lunchtime from this week. 

Students are not required to wear masks from Monday 17th of May but may do so, if they wish.  

The move to one site has been very successful. Staff and students have enjoyed all the great weather 

as well. 

Planning Permission Granted for New Build 

St. John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School is delighted to confirm that planning permission has 

been granted for a new single-site school on City Way. The development will strengthen our school’s 

position in the community and provide an environment for pupils to explore their true potential. 

Situated at the top of the hill between Chatham and Rochester, with inspiring views looking out across 

the River Medway, the new build will offer a wide range of outstanding facilities in addition to standard 

teaching rooms, including multi use games area (MUGA) pitches, a football pitch, a dance studio, gym 

and kiln room. In addition to these facilities, we will also be brought together as a single community 

for the first time in the school’s history. A video of the proposed design is available to view on our 

website at www.stjohnfisher.school/new-build.   

Now that planning has been granted, Wates, the company responsible for the build, will start work 

immediately, and our hope is that we will move into the building in the Spring of 2023. This means 

that any student currently in Year 11 or below will be able to attend at the new City Way Site for some 

of their time with us. 

Headteacher Dympna Lennon said: “I am proud to say that in the last few years St John Fisher has 

been transformed. We have seen a significant uplift in our results and our Ofsted rating. We are 

determined to become a world-class school and our new school building is a significant step in getting 

there. This is an exciting new chapter for St. John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School. Moving to 

our new site will provide the outstanding facilities that our students, staff and community deserve.” 

Chair of Governors, Clive Mailing said: “Whilst this has been a very long while in the making, we now 

have the fantastic opportunity to provide first class modern facilities for all our students and staff. This 

will not only be able to be enjoyed by the majority of our existing students but for future generations 

of Medway pupils and our local community.” 

Director of Education for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark, Dr. Simon Hughes, said: 

“We are delighted that all the effort on the part of the school’s leaders and the Department for 

Education has resulted in the local planning authority in Medway granting permission for our 

prestigious new building. We are very grateful to officers within the Department for Education who 

listened carefully to the challenges Dympna and her team face daily with the dilapidating estate and 

who have worked tirelessly with us to find a creative solution to funding the building programme. I 

am really looking forward to accompanying the Most Reverend John Wilson, Archbishop of Southwark 

to the formal opening in 2023.” 
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Cllr Martin Potter, Medway Council’s Portfolio Holder for Education and Schools, said: “The new 

school building will provide a wonderful opportunity to improve the learning environment for pupils, 

enable the school to come together as one and strengthen community links. The project also 

supports our ambition to become a Child-Friendly City, putting young people at the heart of 

everything we do. I look forward to watching the works progress.” 

Wates Representative Paul Abrahams, Operations Director – Wates Construction, said: “We’re 

pleased to be awarded the important task of building the new St. John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive 

School an appointment that reflects our credibility and experience in the education sector. At Wates, 

we understand how learning environments have a direct impact upon the development of young 

people and attainment levels and we bring our appreciation to every stage of the process. Everything 

we do is guided by our purpose of working together to inspire better ways of creating the places, 

communities and businesses of tomorrow.” 

Additional enquiries can be directed to Senior Deputy Headteacher, Mr. McCaughan, on 

g.mccaughan@stjohnfisher.school.  

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless. 

Mrs Lennon 
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RE: ST JOHN FISHER FEAST DAY CELEBRATION – Friday 18th JUNE 2021 
 
I am writing to outline the arrangements for the St John Fisher Feast Day taking place on 
Friday 18th June 2021 at the upper school site on Ordnance Street, Chatham, Kent, ME4 6SG. 
 
All students should arrive in school as per usual for the normal start time, normal school 
uniform rules apply.  
 
The day will begin with a whole school Mass streamed live into your child’s form room from 
9am- 10am.  After Mass, students will be participating in a form group quiz and will then 
watch the annual St John Fisher Talent Competition where they will have the opportunity to 
vote for a winner. Winning entries will receive trophies.   
 
Once again, this year, our ever popular and growing St John Fisher Got Talent Competition 
will be virtual. It is being pre-recorded due to Covid restrictions and shown in form groups 
after the morning quiz. This is a fantastic opportunity for your son or daughter to show off 
their talent and skills.  
 
If your son or daughter would like to a submission, they will need to record their video entry 
and upload it via their usual Microsoft Teams account. Each student will be in the Team for 
their whole year group (an example of the Year 9 Team is shown below) and can upload 
their entries using the assignment process they are familiar with for sharing work with their 
teachers. 
  

 
 
 
 
Many students last year were able to use their mobile phones at home to do this. Acts last 
year ranged from singing to dancing, reciting poetry to own poetry, football tricks/ skills, a 
murder mystery story and entrepreneurial skills in the form of an advert. Acts should be no 
longer than 4 minutes.       
 



There will be no canteen facilities available this day, so please provide your son/daughter 
with a packed lunch and a drink. If your son/daughter receives a free school meal, one will 
be provided for them and  
Students should wear normal school uniform. 
 
 
All students will be dismissed at 12.00pm.  
 

Pick up and Drop off on Perry St. 

Could I please ask parents to try not to use Perry St. to drop off or collect your children.  

There have been complaints about damage to vehicles and the disturbance caused for residents. 

Thank you for your understanding 

Praise and Rewards 

Over the course of the academic year, and during lockdown, staff members have been awarding 

praise points to students who are working well and putting in great effort in class. Many of you will 

have received automated emails informing you of this praise, especially over lock down. As students 

receive praise points, they move up ‘tiers’ ranging from Bronze though to Diamond. At each stage 

there is an acknowledgement of students’ achievements ranging from certificates to pens. 

We are really proud of the efforts our students have made, over 550 students have moved onto at 

least the Bronze tier and nearly 200 have moved to Diamond tier! I would like to thank all our 

students and parents for the hard work that we are recognising with this reward scheme. I have 

included some information about the rewards and tiers below so that you are fully aware. I hope you 

will enjoy joining with us in celebrating your child’s success at school. 

Tier Reward Method of Delivery 

Bronze Certificate Email to parents/carers email 
address 

Silver Certificate Hard copy sent home in post 

Gold Lapel Badge Presented to student by Head 
of Year 

Diamond Pen Presented to student by Head 
of Year 

 

Bronze Certificate 



 

Silver Certificate 

 

 



Gold Lapel Badge and Diamond Pen 

 

Year 11 into Sixth Form Induction 

 

It is an exciting time for Year 11 as they move into the next stage of their education in Sixth Form. A 

3 day induction will take place on 21st-23rd June and further details will be sent out after half term. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to start studying their A Level and Level 3 courses and get a head 

start before they join us in September. There will be taster sessions for subjects as well as talks for 

university, NCS, our Oxbridge, Medic and Leadership Programmes and study guidance to aid their 

transition.  

We look forward to seeing them for this induction. 

 

Mrs Bailey and Mr O’Halloran 

 

Up Beat! Singing Club 

So far, our KS3 singing club has been running online with the music teacher on TEAMs and the pupils 

in school. We are excited to announce that as of this coming Tuesday (18th May) the sessions will be 

face to face with the music teacher coming into school. This will be done following all the 

government and school guidelines around social distancing. 

Thank you to all of the fabulous singers who are attending already and if any other Year 7 or 8 pupils 

would like to join please email Mr Bowers (s.bowers@stjohnfisher.school ) for more details. 

Medway Youth Service’s Summer Program 
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Medway Youth Service’s Summer Program is now available on our website   
  
We are planning Summer Dayz, park-based activities, where young people aged 8+ can join in with a 
range of multi-sports, games, arts and crafts and other activities. 
  
We are also running a selection of bookable group work projects including: 
  

• Street Soccer Multi-Sports 
• Guitar Jam 
• Design your own game 
• Arts and crafts 
• Skateboard design 
• The Big Camp 
• SHINE activity days (for young people with additional needs) 

  
Places can be booked for young people by completing this form 
  
On top of this, most of our existing program will continue to run, details are available here and 
interest can be registered here 
  
If you would like to keep up to date with the what the Youth Service doing, we have a quarterly 
newsletter (subscription is available at the bottom of the page) 
  
Roy Smith | Operations Manager | Medway Council – Youth Service 
 

Covid Testing: Lateral Flow Testing at Home 

Your daughter/son should have received a new test kit. 

Each box contains the items for 7 home tests and an instruction booklet. The following NHS video 

guidance is also useful in explaining how to conduct the test at home – 

https://youtu.be/S9XR8RZxKNo. 

It is advised that a test is conducted twice a week. We suggest the test is taken every Sunday and 

Wednesday evening. You are required to report the result of home lateral tests using the Covid-19 

test result website (https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result) regardless if the test result is 

positive, negative or void. 

As a school, we are also asked to track this information, so we ask that you please complete the 

following form to log your child’s result – https://stjohnfisher.school/wp-content/Covid-Result-

Login/ . This is so that we can keep a record and advise you of the next steps if needed. Your child 

will need to use their normal school ‘log-in’ to access the site and their normal school password. 

These lateral flow tests are for students with no symptoms only. If you child develops symptoms at 

any time, such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of 

smell or taste, they must immediately self-isolate, and you will need to book a test by calling 119 or 

visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirustest . 

If your child’s result from a lateral flow test or a PCR test is positive, please ensure you contact the 

school’s attendance officer immediately. 
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Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students to 

remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. 

By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as 

possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it. 

 

Year 9, 10 and 12 Exams 
 
Please note that Year 9, 10 and 12 students will complete end-of-year exams in the week 
beginning 21st June. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, students will stay in their timetabled 
lessons to complete these exams rather than going to the exam hall.  
 
It is really important that students take these exams seriously; we are still waiting for next 
year's certification arrangements to be finalised and it is possible that some sort of teacher 
assessed grades based on prior assessments like these may be used again. 
 
Timetables will be sent out to students next week. 
 

 

 

 

 


