
Parentmail 01.04.21 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We finish today for our Easter break on Thursday 1st of April and we look forward to welcoming all 
students back in school on Monday 19th April at the usual time. There will be very limited access to 
staff over the Easter break so that they can enjoy some time with their families too. I hope you have 
a happy and blessed Easter break with your family. 

God Bless. 

Mrs Lennon 

Covid Testing: Lateral Flow Testing at Home 
 
Every student should now have received two additional boxes of home test kits, each containing 
three tests. Thank you to all our students who have been so diligent in completing these. 
 
As stated in last week’s Parentmail, we ask that over the two-week Easter break students should 
continue to use the lateral flow tests twice a week as indicated below.  
 
I include a reminder of the guidance around how to administer and log the results of the lateral flow 
test below. 
 
Each box contains the items for 3 home tests and an instruction booklet. The following NHS video 
guidance is also useful in explaining how to conduct the test at home – 
https://youtu.be/S9XR8RZxKNo. 
It is advised that a test is conducted twice a week. We suggest the test is taken every Sunday and 
Wednesday evening. You are required to report the result of home lateral tests using the Covid-19 
test result website (https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result) regardless if the test result is 
positive, negative or void. 
As a school, we are also asked to track this information, so we ask that you please complete the 
following form to log your child’s result – https://stjohnfisher.school/wp-content/Covid-Result-
Login/ . This is so that we can keep a record and advise you of the next steps if needed. Your child 
will need to use their normal school ‘log-in’ to access the site and their normal school password. 
These lateral flow tests are for students with no symptoms only. If you child develops symptoms at 
any time, such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of 
smell or taste, they must immediately self-isolate, and you will need to book a test by calling 119 or 
visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirustest . 
 
If your child’s result from a lateral flow test or a PCR test is positive, please ensure you contact the 
school’s attendance officer immediately. 
 
Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students to 
remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. 
By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as 
possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it. 
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A Message from Mr Bowers 
 
'Up Beat!' 
  
A new music club is coming to St John Fisher! 
  
Have fun singing with other people in this great new club, run by a specialist visiting musician. 
  
Music we shall sing in 'Up Beat!' can include songs by Ed Sheeran, Rihanna, Drake, Stormzy, Justin 
Bieber, Taylor Swift, Ariana Grande, Bruno Mars, Miley Cirus, Harry Stiles, Eminem, George Ezra.... 
You get to choose! We will also learn songs from The Greatest Showman, plus various other genres 
such as Wellerman, Reggae, Classical, Jazz and Folk. 
  
It does not matter if you think you are a singer or not, but places are limited, so let Mr Bowers know 
you are interested as soon as possible. 
 
Back to Business Day – Year 10 
 
 Many thanks to all pupils who took part in the Back to Business day last Friday. The pupils found 
sessions informative and have a better understanding of life beyond St John Fisher now. Over 100 
CVs have been sent to businesses who will provide feedback to the pupils which will be distributed 
after the Easter break. If any pupils have still not submitted their CVs, please send them to 
c.thompson@stjohnfisher.school who will be able to send them on to the relevant people. The event 
was very different this year compared to previous ones, but the pupils have shown dedication and 
adapted to the changes well. 
 
Chaplaincy 
This week is HOLY WEEK.  We have marked this week by reflecting on the 14 Station of the 
Cross.  These stations mark out the last moments of Jesus' life before the celebration of His 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
Congratulations to all the students who were nominated and have received a kindness award in 
completing our Lent challenge 'March, a month of kindness'.  It has been joyous to recognise these 
kind students. 
 
The Diocese has expressed its thanks to all staff, students, and families, and shares this message 
from Pope Francis' latest encyclical: 
 
"Once more we realized that no one is saved alone; we can only be saved together. As I said in those 
days, “...the storm has exposed our vulnerability and uncovered those false and superfluous 
certainties around which we constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities… 
Amid this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with which we camouflaged our egos, always 
worrying about appearances, has fallen away, revealing once more the ineluctable and blessed 
awareness that we are part of one another, that we are brothers and sisters of one another”. (FT 32)  
 
Wishing you a very happy and holy Easter. 
Mrs. Drain. 
 
Ofqual Announcements 
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As we explained in last week’s Parentmail, Ofqual (the governing body responsible for qualifications 

in the UK) has announced the process for deriving GCSE, A Level and vocational grade. You can read 

the full outlines here: 

• GCSE and A Level: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/965005/6747-1_decisions_-_GQ_consultation_on_awarding_grades_in_2021.pdf  

• Vocational qualifications: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/964973/6748-1_-_Decisions_-
_VTQ_Consultation_on_awarding_grades_in_2021.pdf  

• Functional skills: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-of-functional-skills-in-2021  
 

It is clear from reading the documents that teachers are being asked to submit a ‘current’ grade 

representing what students can do at the point of data submission, rather than a ‘predicted’ grade 

which considers what might have happened without the pandemic. It is, therefore, very important 

that students return to class next week, complete the work set and continue with coursework 

assignments if they have them; this work will contribute to their final result. 

We will write to parents in more detail when the exam boards have published their requirements in 

response to the Ofqual consultation. For now, Mrs. Bailey and Miss Walker have filmed an assembly 

for students in which we explain the broad outline of what is happening for students. You can find 

this on our website at 12pm tomorrow. 

Sixth Form and Careers 

Please look at the pre-university videos on the website below, there are some very useful resources. 

Kind regards 

Mr O’Halloran 

UK University Search are proud to announce the launch of our new 
website www.studentstream.co.uk. The website brings together a wealth of video resources by us 
and universities across the UK in one place. 

Please see below or here for an email you can pass to your students. 

During the pandemic we provided students with a vital connection to universities and 
apprenticeship providers through our Webinar Wednesdays and Virtual Fairs. Many schools and 
colleges have asked us to use these recorded webinar sessions as resources to help students. 
Universities also put together some incredible content including webinars and campus tours during 
this time. www.studentstream.co.uk brings together these fantastic resources in one place for 
students, teachers, careers staff and parents. 

 Whether you or your students need up to date help advice regarding UCAS personal statements, 
choosing courses, student finance, campus tours, interview advice, open days 
etc www.studentstream.co.uk has it all. 

As this free site has just been launched universities will be providing us with lots of new videos over 
the coming weeks so stay tuned for updates. We would also really welcome any suggestions you 
have for content you’d like to see. 
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