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Dear Readers,

Happy new year! I hope that you had a joyous and blessed Christmas break.

This month’s newsletter includes all the details of our Christmas festivities. Students had numerous 
opportunities to celebrate the season of Jesus’ birth, ranging from a spiritual Carol Service to making advent 
wreaths for display at both sites. I was also proud of how our students gave back to those less fortunate than 
them, raising substantial amounts of money for the Rainbow Trust, to buy gifts from CAFOD’s World Gifts 
programme as well as making gifts for the homeless at the Cardinal Hume Centre.

The end of the Autumn term was also a moment to celebrate the achievements of our students. Inside this 
month’s newsletter you will read about Bluewater and cinema rewards trips, as well as certificates being 
awarded for work in Computing and the Applied subjects. Other fantastic events this month have included 
the Medway Schools Futsal competition and our Mock General Election run by sixth form Politics students.

Our PTA has also been active, holding a Glow Disco in the last weeks of the Autumn term. The PTA’s Annual 
General Meeting to elect the new committee is on Thursday 23rd January at 6-7pm, and I urge any interested 
parents, carers or community members to attend. Further details are included inside these pages.

Lastly, I am delighted to report that the first round of recruitment for our new Year 7 cohort is now complete 
and I look forward to welcoming hundreds of new students in September. Applications for our excellent sixth 
form are still open and you can find all the necessary forms at our website: https://stjohnfisher.school/home/
sixth-form/sixth-form-admission/.

I wish you joy and happiness in 2020. 

God Bless,

Mrs. Lennon
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
December 2019

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate one student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 

on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as 
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month December 2019

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work in 
Hospitality and overall commitment to 

the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Hospitality and overall 

commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent 
work in Business and overall 
commitment to your work.

For producing excellent work 
in Level 3 Science and overall 
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Level 3 Sport and overall 
commitment to the subject.
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For producing excellent work 
in Travel and Tourism and 
overall commitment to the 
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For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 
overall commitment to your 
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Mock Elections 2019

With the United Kingdom heading to its first December election since 1923, our Year 12 Politics 
students decided to run a mock election for St. John Fisher. Each year group represented a 
constituency, with our students representing each of the main UK wide political parties. The 
candidates were as follows:  Connor Watkins (Conservative), Dawid Bobrowski (Labour), Sapna 
Kaur (Liberal- Democrat), Melissa Rouncivell (Green), Paul Ange Bayot (UKIP), and Joanna Mroczko 
(Brexit). 

Whilst the Prime Minister may have secured a landslide victory, the story was a different one 
amongst our young voters. Had our election been replicated at a national level, the United Kingdom 
would now be a one party state led by Jeremy Corbyn. 

With the Labour party having won in each of our constituencies, party leader Dawid Bobrowski was 
invited to form a Government. The election was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

“The election (although causing conflict politically) brought us together as a class. It allowed us to 
share ideas and dispute others, which ensured that we understood each other’s stances on current 
politics. Not only this, but many of us bonded over our shared views and opinions about parties, 
politicians, and the state of government currently. It also gave the class a chance to see the ins and 
outs of a general election and the efforts placed into campaigning to ensure that the right people 
are chosen to run the government, rather than following identity politics” – Joanna Mroczko 

“I found the experience of running the school mock general election on the 12th of December an 
enjoyable and educational experience. It allowed not only our Year 12 politics class to become more 
knowledgeable on how elections work, but also the younger years, to help them to become more 
involved in politics and how the country decides the governing body.

The creation of our election campaign helped me to find out more about the political groups which 
run our country and what policies they want to put into place. The making of our posters and 
electoral videos was enjoyable as we became very creative in how we attempted to gain the support 
of the students. It was a very enjoyable experience and I hope that the younger students also found 
the experience enlightening.” – Melissa Rouncivell

‘’I particularly enjoyed making a poster for the party I represented and working with my colleagues 
to run this election. Organising this election with my class was very enjoyable, I feel it has also 
provided me with practical knowledge about how to run elections and how they work.

We were tested to research issues, weigh 
evidence, evaluate viewpoints, debate 
ideas and act accordingly.

This mock election has given students from 
Year 7 to 13 an idea of how the democratic 
voting system works, equipping them 
with valuable knowledge and skills they 
can use in order to participate in future 
elections.’’ – Dawid Bobrowski

Mr M Roberts
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Chaplaincy

As expected, December was a busy month for Chaplaincy.  The first of 
December marked the beginning of Advent and students became busily 
engaged in a variety of Advent lessons and activities.

In collective worship, each year group attended a Penitential Service.  
These were very reflective and an opportunity for students to take some 
time out of their busy December school life to consider the importance 
of preparing for the upcoming celebration of the birth of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  Students and staff alike were able to consider their views 
of ever-growing disparity between consumerism and this important 
Christian event.  As we lit the first candle of our Advent wreath to 
represent hope, we considered; ‘What do we hope for this Christmas?’  
At these services, we also focused on how we might make a difference 
in others’ lives, within our school, our wider community and across the 
world.  

Alongside the services and further assemblies to mark each week of 
Advent, students participated in lessons considering the Advent wreath 
themes of hope, peace, joy and love, together with the Christian 
aspirations of spending less, giving more, worshipping fully and loving 
all.  Students used a hand template to decorate and write their Advent 
reflections and messages on.  These were assembled to create our own 
Advent wreaths and displayed as a symbol of God’s 
unending love at work within us.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs 
Stewart who created two exquisite Advent wreaths 
for each site. I look forward to updating you further 
on our Liturgy of the Word services.

                                    Mrs C Drain
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Carol Service

On Friday 6th December, staff, students and families were invited to Lower Site to attend our Carol Service.
This event is always one of the most spiritual in our calendar. As guests arrived, they walked down a 
candlelit corridor decorated with Christmas trees, fir branches and snowflakes made by Key Stage 3 
students.

The service itself was led by Deacon Jim, who spoke about the importance of understanding the true 
meaning of Christmas in his sermon. The St. John Fisher Choir, comprised of students from Years 7-13 
as well as some staff, beautifully sang a medley of Christmas carols. In between each carol there were 
students reading from the Bible to tell the Christmas story.

The final carol, ‘Silent Night’, was performed by candlelight, as the main lights in the Hall were turned off. 
This was a moving spiritual moment.

At the end of the service, guests had the opportunity to purchase a variety of Christmas gifts made by 
students from the Faith in Action group before partaking in mince pies and hot chocolate. You can read 
more about the groups work elsewhere in this newsletter.

It was a wonderful night and all guests left feeling fully in the Christmas spirit.

In addition to all the students who participated, we would like to thank Deacon Jim for leading the 
service, George Salamanczyk for playing the piano, Mrs. Bailey for conducting the choir, and Mrs. Drain 
for organising the readers. 

Miss V Walker
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Faith in Action’s Homelessness Appeal 2019

Our students, along with Mrs Simpson, ran our homelessness appeal for the 
Cardinal Hume Centre throughout the Advent season.

With the students having seen first-hand where the funds went last year by 
visiting the centre, everyone was eager to serve the homeless again. Our students 
understand that serving the homeless is serving God and that our gospel values 
teach us to ‘Love Thy neighbour’, as loving our neighbour is loving God.

The Faith in Action group championed the cause through their Advent assembly, 
along with running a stall of handmade gifts made by them for visitors to 
purchase at our Carol Service. The proceeds from the stall allowed the group to 
make over 200 bags of gift -wrapped sweets for the Cardinal Hume Centre. They 
also organised with Mrs Simpson a collection of toiletries brought in by staff and 
students. We were overwhelmed by how much was donated to the appeal. The 
toiletries went a long way in helping hygiene for those who are less fortunate 
than us.
 

On the 18th December, the Faith in Action group travelled to the Cardinal Hume 
Centre to drop off the gifts. Students were lucky enough to be shown around the 
centre’s storage and met some of the volunteer workers at the centre.

Nicola Barnett
“It was a great feeling to know that we were helping people and making their 
day. In a way it helped us grow not just as a person but also as a society. This tells 
us that it’s not all about how much money you have but the little things are all 
it takes to make someone feel special. We also asked other students to help by 
bringing in toiletries and clothes during our assembly about Advent. It was great

Faith in Action’s Homelessness Appeal 2019 (cont.d)

to know we were making a difference even if it was small, because that’s all it can 
take. a small change.”

Rajveer Kaur
“I felt happy that we were able to help the homeless by buying them something 
a little special. We brought the sweets with the money that we got from our 
handmade gift stall. Some of the type of gifts we made were marshmallow 
snowmen, candles (thank you Mr Jordan for helping us with the melting of the 
wax), and Christmas ornaments made from dried fruit.   What I liked most about 
the appeal and the part I played is that it teaches me that things as simple as a 
gift-wrapped bag of sweets can bring some  joy to those who have nothing.” 

Emily Warren-Heys
“This year the Faith in Action group put together over 200 bags of sweets to take 
to the Cardinal Hume Centre for the homeless. Also, we took with us bags of 
toiletries such as soap, toothpaste shampoo etc. It felt good to make the items to 
sell so that we could raise funds to spread a little happiness, knowing that it was 
going to a good cause.  It took a long time on the school mini bus to get to the 
centre but it was a good opportunity to see where the gifts were actually going 
and it was nice that the Head Boy and Head Girl of the school came too.

When we got to the centre, we unloaded all the gifts and were lucky enough to be 
shown around the centre. We were taken in to several rooms where all donations 
were stored. It is amazing to see that so many people are so generous.”  

Mrs L Bennett
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RE

Year 7 have begun the new year by learning the about the seven sacraments. They have discussed the 
difference between signs and symbols and are going to be studying how Jesus and his Baptism started a 
baptismal tradition for his followers. They will learn about what happens during baptism and why being 
baptised is important for Catholics. 

Year 8 have started to learn about Catholic Social Teaching. This is a central and essential part of the 
Catholic faith. The students will learn about social injustices like poverty and discrimination and discuss 
ways that injustices can be fought. They will also learn about the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching. 
One of the themes, the preferential option for the poor, has underpinned several activities within the 
school community for more than a year. The number of people who live in poverty is growing every year; 
in an effort to support Catholic teaching on the issue, the Religious Education department is happy to 
report the outcome of our Advent fundraising efforts for CAFOD World Gifts. Students and staff have 
raised more than £150 from from donations and this total increases with tag day donations. The Key Stage 
3 form who donated the most were students in 7 St Michael who raised £37.17, and the Key Stage 4 form 
was 9 St Peter, who raised £12.57. We were inspired by the words of Mother Theresa, “Not all of us can 
do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” So we have decided to ‘purchase’ gifts like 
teaching someone to read (£10), mosquito netting (£7), banana trees (£8) and queen bees (£4).

Year 11 are in the process of finishing their GCSE in the subject and preparing for the PPE in February. They 
are welcome to attend any and all intervention sessions offered by the department. Currently, we offer:
Tuesday – at 3.10-4.10pm in B2 – Judaism and Forms of Religious Expression
Wednesday – at 7.15-815am in C1 – Philosophy/Ethics and Marriage and Family Life
Thursday – at 3.10-4.10pm in B1 – Catholic Teachings, Beliefs, Practices and Sources of Wisdom and 
Authority.
Students in Key Stage 4 are able to access the online textbook on kerboodle.com. They can also utilise 
senecalearning.com. The course we follow is the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Specification A (Catholic 
Christianity and Judaism).

Students in Year 13 have also been attending intervention on Mondays after school in B1. They have 
been preparing for their PPEs, which include two exams of two hours in length. Students are expected to 
respond to three out of four essays for each paper. Not an easy task; one student has said, ‘We need more 
time!’ Revision will include more timed essays as a result. Also, students will spend time developing five 
minute essay plans to assist them when sitting the external exams.

Miss J Turner
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Celebrating students’ hard work and 
success in computing

Last month the school took part in the Bebras 
Challenge. It is a competition aimed at raising 
awareness of Computer Science in a fun and 
rewarding way. The competition involves solving 
problems using computational thinking skills.                                 
The students who took part received certifcates.                                  

Mrs G Baxter
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Cinema Afternoon and Bluewater Rewards Trip

As part of our ongoing commitment to rewarding students, we held our termly reward events during the 
last week of term.

The top 25 point scoring students from each year group were invited to a cinema afternoon on Monday 
16th December. Students in all years enjoyed Home Alone. A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all who 
attended.

On Wednesday 18th December, we held our prize draw for Bluewater vouchers. To be entered into the 
draws, students had to earn rewards slips on Behaviour Watch in the two weeks prior to the draw. A 
bronze slip earned a place in the £25 draw, a silver a place in the £50 draw and a gold or Headteacher’s 
award a place in the £75 draw. There was no limit to the number of entries a student could have into 
each draw. The winning students, with permission from parents and carers, were then taken to Bluewater 
straight from school to spend their hard earned prizes. 

The winning students were as follows:

Years 7 & 8

£25- Aaliyah- Jada Balfour
£50- Jaclyn Dos Santos

£75- Tyler Hewson

Years 9 & 10

£25- Francisica Gawu
£50- Tiger Hutcheson
£75- William Mengual

Years 11, 12 & 13

£25- Ysela Beltran  
£50- Kavissh Sivananthan

£75- Jakub Szwarc  

Congratulations to the winners and to all students who worked so hard to earn their places in the draws.
Miss T Chapman

SJF New Build

As readers of the newsletter may be aware, the school has a PSPB2 grant from the Department for 
Education to replace some of our school buildings. Work towards this is ongoing; the school has held 
several productive meetings with the Archdiocese of Southwark, the Department for Education and 
Medway Council.

We hope to break ground on the project by the end of the year and look forward to sharing our plans in 
more detail in a future newsletter.

Mr G McCaughan
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We are looking forward to welcoming all parents and carers to the re-launch of our PTA at the Annual 
General Meeting.  This is an opportunity to come along, meet other parents and help shape the future of 
St. John Fisher PTA. 

Doors open at 6.00pm. Between 6.00-6.30pm there will be a 
chance to unwind with some free refreshments including hot 
beverages, biscuits and cake and some optional  relaxing activities. 

The main agenda will start at 6.30pm and finish at 7.00pm.

 ❖ There is no obligation to commit to any roles or attending 
future meetings.

Mrs J Douglas

‘Banish the Blues’ Wellbeing Event incorporating PTA Annual General 
Meeting (AGM).

Thursday 23rd January 2020, 6.00pm – 7.00pm. Upper Site.

September 2020 Year 7 Cohort

The window for next year’s Year 7 cohort has now closed and we are delighted to say that we have received 
hundreds of applications for places.

We would like to welcome all our prospective applicants to our St. John Fisher community and look forward 
to welcoming them into school for transition events later on in the year.

The application window for Sixth Form places is still open; the relevant forms can be downloaded at 
https://stjohnfisher.school/home/sixth-form/sixth-form-admission/

Miss V Walker
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It was lovely to see so many 
Year 7 and 8 students enjoying 
the end of term Christmas 
Glow Disco. The event raised 
£178.11 for the PTA to spend on 
future events and resources for 
students at St. John Fisher. 

Special thanks to our resident 
DJ, Year 10’s William Mengual, 
for providing his  ‘Light Up the 
Night’ disco service. Thanks also 
to the parents, Tina Flowers 
and Hannah Erwin, and SJF staff 
who gave up their time to help, 
organise, supervise and support 
the event. 

Mrs J Douglas
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consul t ing  

Futsal Competition  

  

 Brompton Academy 
 Chatham Grammar 
 Fort Pitt  
 Greenacre 
 Holcombe Grammar 
 Howard 
 Hundred of Hoo 
 Rainham Girls 

School 
 Rainham Mark 

Grammar 
 Rochester Grammar 
 St. John Fisher 
 Strood Academy 
 Victory Academy 
 Walderslade Girls 

 
 
 

On Thursday 9th January, a group 
of selected students from St. 
John Fisher took part in  the 
Medway Schools Futsal 
Competition at Medway Park. 

This was a large event with 14 
schools from across Medway. 

13 boys and 12 girls from St. 
John Fisher participated from 
Years 7 - 10. 

The lead up to the competition 
had created a high level of 
anticipation around the school. 

The students looked forward to 
testing their skills and tactics  
against students from around 
the Medway area. 

Throughout the day the students 
worked as a fantastic team, 
showing enthusiasm and 
passion, with many games 
finishing in our favour. 

 
 

A special mention goes to 
Boluwatife, who scored a hat-trick 
in the third game. 

The PE department would like to 
thank the students for 
representing the school with pride 
and great sportsmanship.  

 

, 
Boys Girls 

Cameron Graham Chloe Drain 
Boluwatife Odeniyi Alice Drain 
Harry Elmer Shanie-Chanelle Jackson 
Oscar Galvin Chanel Baldock 
Rudy Maher Waller Giada Carcone 
Jack Carroll Vanesa Osemwengie-Ero 
David Ngene  
 

 

Boys Girls 
Daniel-Soloman-David  Izabela Chiari 
TJ Morris    Leah Catinas 
London Lyndsey Rachel Aguele 
Billy Webb Ellie Jordan 
George Moore Barbara de Silva 
Mostafa Barakzai Fahana Begum 
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Christmas Fair

On Saturday 30th November, we had our very own Christmas Fair. This was to help raise funds for The Rainbow 
Trust charity which helps support families that have children with a serious illness and funds palliative care for 
the child.

Our fair featured lots of games with prizes, food and drink stalls, crafts and gifts and was very successful.
We managed to raise a grand total amount of £685.00.

I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to our special guests – Unicorn Books – Magical 
Reads, Scentsy Wax and Warmers, Coco Kennel Pet shop and bakery and all the staff, and students who helped 
out at the fair to make it as successful as possible. 

Thank you to the Grinch and Santa for joining us for this event!

A special thank you to Rajveer Kaur and Jorja Fielding  in Year 8 for attending Design and Technology Club every 
week to help make a variety of exciting products to sell at the fair. 

For students to achieve the last section of their Bronze Arts Award, we held a ‘Creative Arts Exhibition’. This was 
split into different subject areas. Design and Technology held a live bridge demolition and with video footage, 
students were seen preforming in Dance, Drama and P.E. Congratulations to students for completing this.

We were also delighted to welcome members of our local Sea Scouts and Girl Guiding community to show 
students how they could get involved with such great organisations.

Our gift keeps on going – items that were made were also sold at a Girl Guiding event and we raised another £80 
for them.

Mrs M Owen
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Co-financed by the Connecting Europe Facility 
of the European Union

saferinternetday.org.uk
#SaferInternetDay

Free to be me: exploring identity online 
This pack, produced for Safer Internet Day 2020, encourages young people to explore identity 
online, and how the internet shapes the way that they think of themselves and others. This Safer 
Internet Day, celebrate difference online and help us work towards creating a truly inclusive internet. 

The following information and activities focus on what creates our identity online – such as the 
things we share with each other, how others perceive us and interact with us, as well as how online 
services use the information we share to identify and profile us. 

The activities examine how offline stereotypes and discrimination are challenged or reinforced 
online, and what young people can do in response to discrimination, hate or bullying online.

Focusing on identity online supports young people to consider 
whether they feel free to experiment and express themselves online, 
or if they feel limited in who they can be when they’re online. By 
opening up conversations around identity online, young people can 
be inspired and empowered to support each other to be who they 
want to be, both online and offline.

Free
to beME

and
Parents
Carers

Together for a better internet 
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2019 – 2020
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 2nd September 2019 to Friday 18th October 2019

Autumn Break Monday 21st October 2019 to Friday 25th October 2019

TERM 2 Monday 28th October 2019 to Friday 20th December 2019

Christmas Break Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020

TERM 3 Monday 6th January 2020 to Friday 14th February 2020

February Break Monday 17th February 2020 to Friday 21st February 2020

TERM 4 Monday 24th February 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020

Easter Break Monday 6th April 2020 to Friday 17th April 2020

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 10th April 2020

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 13th April 2020

TERM 5 Monday 20th April 2020 to Friday 22nd May 2020

Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 2020

May Break Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020

TERM 6 Monday 1st June 2020 to Tuesday 21st July 2020

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 2nd September 2019 – CPD in school
Open Day - Saturday 12th October 2019 – In school
School closed to Teachers - Friday 18th October 2019 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 20th December 2019 - School Closed

TERM 6 Friday 17th July 2020 - School Closed

TERM 6 Monday 20th  July 2020 - School Closed 

Term 6 Tuesday 21st July 2020 - School Closed

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.




