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Dear Readers,

Welcome to our October newsletter. I hope that you all had a 
restful and relaxing half-term. 

As I write, staff are marking Year 11 PPEs (their mock exams); I 
am pleased with how students conducted themselves during this 
stressful time and would like to thank families for their support. 
You can read an update from Ms. Morris, Head of Year, about the 
students’ progress inside this month’s newsletter.

Also inside are articles about trips to the opera, Thorpe Park, 
London Design Museum, Chessington and the Bank of England. 
Inside school, we have held very successful School Council 
meetings, as well as celebrations of World Maths Day and National 
Poetry Day. Students from across the year groups joined together 
to decorate the Sixth Form study spaces and I very proud of the 
staff and students who completed the Glow in the Park 5K charity 
run. 

We are always looking to strengthen our school community. As 
such, parents and carers who would like to become more involved 
in the work of SJF are warmly invited to attend our PTA meetings - 
further details are inside this newsletter.

The school has recently finished its very successful Open Events to 
recruit 2020’s Year 7 cohort and we are about to begin our Sixth 
Form application process. I look forward to welcoming prospective 
students and their families to our Sixth Form Open Evening, and 
building our community yet further.

God Bless,

Mrs. Lennon

@St_JohnFisher

@StJohnFisherMedway

www.stjohnfisher.school

Office@stjohnfisher.school
01634 543 123

Apply online: 
www.stjohnnsher.school

Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 27th November 4-7pm

Sixth Form Open Evening
Wednesday 13th November 3-5pm

See what we have
to offer at our Open EventsTeaching in the sixth

form is strong. Students
move on to appropriately
ambitious destinations.
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St. John Fisher Open Events

On Wednesday 9th October and Saturday 12th October, SJF held its Open Evening 
and Saturday Open Morning.

These events were a fantastic opportunity for members of our local community, 
Year 6 children and their families, to visit St. John Fisher and understand what 
makes us so special.

Each department ran their own room offering fun activities: in RE, visitors made 
leaves for a reflection tree display; in Maths, students measured their height and 
compared it to other visitors, and in English, visitors used the Shakespearean 
insult generator to create their own insult badge! Meanwhile, visitors to the 
French department learned how to ask for a croissant or other sweet treat in 
French– and were then given one if they did so correctly! In Science, visitors 
watched student dissection experiments while in Sport, they completed various 
health check challenges. Additional events running included Ms. Douglas’ stall 
introducing the work of the PTA, and Mr. Harmon’s stall explaining the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award – complete with a tent pitched in the classroom!

Both Open Events – and our Wednesday Open Mornings – have been a huge 
success, largely due to the efforts of our brilliant students. We have welcomed 
hundreds of visitors throughout the Open Event period. Our students have 
spoken at Headteacher’s Talks, acted as tour guides, helped to run stalls and 
been role models for our school generally. 

We would like to thank all students and staff who have contributed to the 
success of the Open Events and look forward to welcoming our new cohort of 
Year 7 students in September.

Miss V Walker
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Mission Statement

Over the past year, the school has working with community stakeholders to rewrite its mission statement 
– our declaration of what we are seeking to do for the students who attend our school.

We are delighted to report that the new Mission Statement reads as follows:
 

The Mission Statement is being launched to students in assemblies and it is going to be displayed in every 
classroom in the school. 

Miss V Walker
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Applied Learning Student of the Month
September 2019

Student of the Month runs every month for students within Applied (BTEC) subjects. Each subject leader 
is asked to nominate one student from all their classes to be the student of that month. A board is located 

on the A floor which shows the students who have achieved student of the month for each subject, as 
well as an overall winner each month. The overall winner receives a fun USB from Mrs Simpson.

Applied Student of the Month September 2019

Student of the Month Nominees

For producing excellent work in Travel 
and Tourism and overall commitment 

to the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Science Level 3 and overall 
commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent work 
in Health and Social Care and 
overall commitment to your 

work.

For producing excellent work 
in Hospitality and overall 

commitment to the subject.

For producing excellent 
work in Business Studies and 

overall commitment to the 
subject.
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For producing excellent work 
in Travel and Tourism and 

overall commitment to your 
work.

For producing excellent work 
in Sport Level 3 and overall 
commitment to the subject.
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National Poetry Day

On 3rd October, St John Fisher School joined in the annual 
celebrations for National Poetry Day. Our students explored this 
year’s theme, “Truth”, through examples of contemporary spoken 
word poetry in their English lessons. They were also invited to 
take part in a poetry competition. The varied and numerous 
submissions are due to be judged by a panel of student librarians 
and staff – the winners will be announced after October half-
term. Watch this space to read some examples of our students’ 
amazing work!

To complement activities in lessons, a poem and bake sale was 
held on both school sites at break time. The money raised – a 
stunning £200 – will be used to fund the Accelerated Reader 
programme, which we run to improve the reading skills of our 
Year 7, 8 and 9 students.

Rajveer Kaur, Year 8, reports: “I felt really happy doing this 
because I was doing something for the English department. It is 
going help us because with the money from the bake sale the 
English department is going to buy us more reading books and 
invest in Accelerated Reader.”

Special thanks go to all students and members of staff who 
donated cakes and made this event possible, as well as to the 
following student librarians, who showed their commitment to 
the cause by running the cake stalls on both Upper and Lower 
Site.

Year 7:

Alice Drain
Beau Johnston
Anthony Lucas-Weeks
Olivia Mroczko

Year 9:

Abigail Baker
Treesa Biju
Harrison Bowles
Duncan Davies
Retag El Mosslimani
Bethany Garbutt
Joseph Stephens

Year 8:

Chloe Drain
Rajveer Kaur

Miss K Michaelis
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Volunteer It Yourself project September 2019

On the 19th and 20th of September, The VIY (Volunteer It 
Yourself) company visited St. John Fisher to support our 
students in revamping the Sixth form private study areas. 
The VIY company is a community interest company that 
works with young people to develop their employability 
skills through building projects. The trained mentors helped 
to facilitate the students’ development of practical skills, as 
well as their leadership and collaborative planning skills. 

The project involved a group of fifteen students from Years 
10, 12 and 13 who were tasked with designing, planning, 
prepping and executing a transformative project over a two-
day period. Whilst qualified mentors were there to support, 
train and maintain a safe working environment, the students 
were required to work as a team to complete their vision of 
the project independently.

The students chose to decorate both private study areas. 
This time which was a high risk strategy due to the time 
constraints in place, but I am pleased to say that the students 
were both a credit to themselves and the school, working 
tirelessly and collaboratively to ensure that they completed 
the task at hand in time and to a high standard! Everybody 
involved had a good time and all commented that they had 
learned something from the work they did, whether that 
be carpentry and decorating skills or the skills required to 
manage large scale projects and working alongside others 
as part of a team. 

Mr D O’Halloran
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St. John Fisher School PTA is committed to building closer partnerships with parents and carers. We have 
full membership of Parentkind, enabling our parents and carers to access information about school life, 
share their views and engage with their children’s education. 

All our parents and carers can join free of charge and access lots of interesting ideas, news and resources. 
You do not need to be an active member of our PTA to use this resource. 

Next meeting dates:
05/12/19 – 6-7pm upper site
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We are excited to announce that we’re currently planning to officially launch a new 
PTA in January with an event to include a full Annual General Meeting (AGM).

Please look out for further information about this event in our subsequent newsletters, website and social 
media platforms.

In the meantime, we have a meeting scheduled before the Christmas break 
and we would love it if you could come along and join us and share any ideas 
you may have for our AGM event.

The PTA is open to ALL parents and carers. You can turn up to meetings as 
and when you’re able to; there is no obligation to attend all meetings. Our 
meeting time and dates are posted on the school website as well as our 
official twitter @St_JohnFisher, and Facebook page @StJohnFisherMedway. 
You can also contact Mrs Douglas for further information: j.douglas@
stjohnfisher.school.

Mrs J Douglas

Next meeting dates:
05/12/19 – 6-7pm upper site
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Mrs J Douglas

This Year’s first school council meeting took place on World Mental Health Day, 10th October 2019. 

Raising mental health awareness has been an issue that students at SJF have campaigned for through 
school council; a week of assemblies addressing the issue took place during the week.

We were also delighted to welcome Keely Magee from Caterlink and Angela Taylor from Medway Youth 
Council to our first whole school council meeting and thank them for coming along to discuss a range 
of issues.

A warm welcome to our year group reps’ for 2019-20: 
Year 7: Alice Drain, Jaidon Collinson 
Year 8: Diya Prasad, Josiah Cayenne
Year 9: Stanley Miller, Augusto Chiari 
Year 10: William Mengual, Chantelle Cutler
Year 11: Lauren Drain, Holly McDermott
Year 12:  Head Boy – Conor Watkins
Year 13: Head Girl – Lily Woodhams also Jack Reynolds and Jack Finney.

Our next whole school council meeting will take place on Thursday 12th December.

Special thanks to Xavier Grist from Year 11. As a 
member of Medway Youth Council, he worked to 
collect votes from SJF students across the school, 
ensuring that our school community is represented 
in the ‘Make Your Mark’ campaign.  We’re looking 
forward to attending the MYC Annual Conference 
on Wednesday 20th November.
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Year 7 Invite Your Teacher to School 2019 

On Friday 4th October, Year 7 students spent an enjoyable 
afternoon getting reacquainted, re-living past experiences 
and sharing their first few weeks at St. John Fisher with a 
member of staff from their old primary school.

Students were given the exciting opportunity to invite a 
member of staff from their old primary school to SJF for the 
afternoon. During the visit, students shared  their experiences 
of secondary school and discussed the skills that they are 
beginning to master. 

This was also a very good opportunity to build on the literacy 
and oracy skills of the students in a meaningful way, as firstly 
the students had to write an invitation to their selected 
member of staff and then hold a discussion about their 
learning.  

Everyone agreed it was a lovely afternoon and one that the 
students and staff will always remember.

St. John Fisher would like to take this opportunity to say thank 
you to all members of staff who gave up their time to attend 
the event.

Mrs L Bennett
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GCSE Business - Bank of England Museum Visit

Year 11 Business students recently enjoyed a visit to the Bank of 
England Museum in London.

The visit started with an educational talk explaining the Bank of 
England’s role in maintaining economic stability. Students were able 
to link this to areas of the curriculum that they have studied during a 
Q&A session.  

We were all particularly keen to see if we could lift and hold a genuine 
13kg gold bar for 20 minutes, having been told that we could take it 
home if we succeeded. Needless to say, we all returned home empty 
handed!

I was exceptionally proud of all the students for taking part in all 
activities, completing their worksheets and behaving impeccably.

Mrs J Douglas
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Black History Month

As part of Black History Month, 15 students 
from Year 10 and 13 were invited to attend 
the Opera `Powder Monkey’ at the Chatham 
Dock Yard on Tuesday 29th October 2019. 
 
The story of the opera is as follows:

Chukwunenye, an African boy of the Igbo people, is the powder monkey born on a slave ship and now one 
voyage away from buying his freedom. As the slave ship nears port on the ‘middle’ passage there is an 
uprising by the enslaved and he must choose which side he will take; his people or his freedom?

The opera is set on board a slave ship in 1788 and examines Britain’s role in the trans-Atlantic slave trade. 
The black male character of the ‘powder monkey’ is placed centre stage of a diverse cast.

The opera features traditional music and languages of West Africa, the Indian subcontinent, the folk forms 
of Northern England and maritime creole work songs by classically trained musicians from those Asian 
and African traditions. Instruments such as the kora, sitar and djembe were used during the performance.

It was the first time any of the students had attended 
an opera and it was challenging to follow every word, 
but I was proud of how the students concentrated 
and were able to discuss the opera afterwards:

‘I learnt that the black man was number 37 and he 
wanted his freedom.’

Alexandra Greene-Mensah, Year 10

‘His mother was trying to keep him safe.’
Eniola Santana, Year 10

‘The mother wanted him to understand his 
background and where he came from rather than 
trying to become an Englishman.’

 Zelda Kwamina-Alfah, Year 10

‘It showed the bad conditions for the slaves.’
Olalade Adetula, Year 10.

Miss Deans
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CHESSINGTON WORLD OF ADVENTURES TRIP – OCTOBER 2019

The students arrived in the canteen ready to be registered and 
then we headed to the coach. Once everyone was sat down with 
seatbelts on we started our journey to Chessington. It took about an 
hour and a half to get there. 

Once the tickets were collected we all went through the barriers and 
had our bags checked. We had to go straight to the education centre 
for the workshop, which was starting at 10.15am. The workshop was 
called ‘Chessington as a Business’. In this workshop the students 
learnt about every part of the business and how Chessington fitted 
in to the parent company ‘Merlin’. 

As well as a talk, there was a range of group activities and a question 
and answer session, which all the students took part in. One of the 
activities was to name all the departments within Chessington and 
there were a lot. Workshop staff discussed how they come up with a 
new attraction each year and the age group they are aiming at. The 
students were also taught about marketing and how Chessington 
plan when and where to promote their theme park. 

After having some photos taken, the students went off in their 
groups to go on the rides. 

CHESSINGTON WORLD OF ADVENTURES TRIP – OCTOBER 2019
(cont.d)

The students spent most of the day going on the various rides such 
as Vampire, Gruffalo, Cobra, Rameses Revenge and Tomb Blaster. The 
students all enjoyed themselves and the weather was kind to us!

We arranged to meet at the Sealife Centre and the students that 
arrived early had their photos taken so we could add them to the 
photo pass.

We headed back to the coach for the journey home and all the 
students said they had had a very good day.

Mrs L Simpson
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RE Update

Year 7 students have spent the term learning about the foundation of faith. They have learned about the 
importance of religion to believers and how the founders of faith were chosen by God. They learned how 
God tested Abraham, and how God encouraged and supported Moses to help set the Israelites free from 
slavery. Students had to analyse why and how these stories affect the lives of Christians today.

Year 8 have finished the topic of vocation, which is a calling from God to a particular career. They studied 
different types of vocation – both religious and secular. In order to please God, a Christian should choose 
a career that helps others, or it may include being married and raising children in the faith. Year 8 spent a 
lesson studying British athletes who are able to participate in sport and practice their faith; they also learned 
about apostolic and contemplative religious order and how these groups function in a modern society.

Year 9 have been learning how faith can be expressed in a variety of ways. They have studied the structure 
and features of Christian churches and how these features can affect belief. For example, a church may be 
built in the shape of a cross which reminds people that Jesus died on the cross to save us from sin. They have 
also learnt about sacred objects used in Mass and in the Church. Several groups went to the chapel to be 
able to hold and talk about the chalice, ciborium and paten. As well students were able to look at and touch 
the vestments that the clergy wear when they celebrate Mass. One student said, ‘Wow, I didn’t know they 
were so heavy.’ 

Year 10 have been learning about key beliefs of the Catholic faith. They have learnt about the incarnation of 
Jesus and they have analysed Jesus’ humanity and divinity. They have learnt about the Trinity and the unity 
of God and the sources of evidence that support these teachings. The GCSE also covers the development and 
wording of the Nicene Creed, which is the essential statement of beliefs for Christians.

Year 11 has been revising recently for their pre-public exam. Their exam covered a broad range of topics 
including key beliefs and teachings, practices, sources of wisdom and authority and the forms of expression 

within Catholic Christianity. Intervention sessions ran and are still offered to all Year 
11s on Tues/Thurs afterschool from 3.10-4.10pm in B2 and B1 respectively. 

There is also a Wednesday morning session in C1 at 7.30-8.15am. These will 
resume following the PPEs in November.

Sixth Form have spent the term researching about the beliefs about life after 
death. Some students investigated the possibility of the paranormal; other 
students researched different religious beliefs about what happens when 
we die. In A Level Religious Studies, students in Year 12 have been studying 
the philosophies of Aristotle and Plato, Kantian ethics and contrasting it with 
utilitarianism. Year 13 has been studying the nature of God, gender and 
society, and conscience.

In November, there will be a form competition sponsored by the RE 
department.  Students will be encouraged to put their spare coins in the 
form’s jam jar. At the end of the term, each form will have the opportunity 
to ‘buy’ a World Gift from CAFOD. These are virtual gifts that CAFOD will 
physically provide for people in developing nations. These gifts include: £10 to 
teach someone to read, £4 purchases a queen bee, £7 for a net that protects 
people from mosquitoes and illnesses they carry. There will be a reward for 
the form that ‘saves’ the most money.                                               Miss J Turner
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World Maths Day

On Tuesday 15th October, St. John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School celebrated World Maths Day. 

Staff across different curriculum areas brought Maths to the limelight. They wore numbered bibs on the 
day to encourage students to engage with Maths, not just in their Maths lessons but in other areas of 
learning. 

Students were challenged to come up with five different words that contain numbers in them. Some came 
up with interesting words such as monologue, binary and unicycle. Students were also challenged to 
recite their times tables. This was an opportunity for them to show off their techniques to work out their 
numbers through ingenious methods. The enthusiasm from the students from various ability groups in 
taking part in the activities demonstrated their interest in Maths.

Students were rewarded throughout the day for their effort and achievement in the challenges. Staff 
outside the Maths department also included some Maths challenges in their teaching on the day to show 
that Maths pervades through other subjects too.

The celebration culminated in three form groups (Year 8 St.Lucy, Year 11 St.Rose and Year 13 StMary) who 
had the greatest number of achievement points being rewarded with chocolate boxes.

The World Maths Day celebration was a success given that it not only strengthened the collaboration 
between curriculum areas but also raised awareness amongst students about the importance of Maths 
in their daily lives. 

Mr J Hurry
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GLOW IN THE PARK 5K – PENSHURST PLACE 
in aid of Demelza Hospice

On Saturday 19th October, Mrs Simpson, Mr Orpin and Indica Green 
headed off to Penshurst Place in Tonbridge for the Glow in the Park 
5K. It was starting at 8pm so would all be in the dark. It was mandatory 
to wear a head torch so we had all purchased one ready for the event. 
On arrival we had to check in, collect our tee-Shirt and number, our 
head torch, face paint and packets of coloured paint to throw over 
each other.

Due to rain in the previous week we knew we were going to get very 
muddy. During the 5K walk we went through bubble zones where we 
had to walk through lots of foam and colour zones where we were 
shot at by paint guns. This got very messy! There was a lot of slipping 
and sliding during the event but all of us managed to stay on our feet, 
although there was quite a bit of holding each other up in some areas.

When we finished we received a medal each and headed off to get 
something to eat and drink before going back to the car. We covered 
all the seats with big towels so as not to get the paint and mud on 
them and set off home.

When I got home it was straight in the shower, and clothes straight in 
the washing machine, as I was covered in paint!

We hope to do more of these charity events next year.

Mrs L Simpson
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Design Museum.

On the 16th October 2019, Year 11 and Year 12 students who study Design 
Technology visited the London Design Museum. This was an opportunity for them 
to carry out primary research for their NEA work. We travelled by train and the 
busy underground tube; for some of our students, this was a first! 

Our students were absolutely brilliant and worked incredibly hard. Many students 
were able to further develop their ideas from the great influences on show, from 
Harry Beck’s tube map, to the development of 3D printing, to biodegradable 
packaging, to development of musical devices, to manufacture processes such as 
steam bending and many more. Our students were a credit to the school and we 
wish them all the best in their NEA work.

Mr A Darby
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THORPE PARK TRIP – SEPTEMBER 2019

The Thorpe Park trip took place on Thursday 26th September for Year 
11’s. All students had to meet in the canteen to be registered before 
heading to the coach. The journey took over one and half hours. 
When we arrived, I had to collect the tickets before we all headed 
into the park. We showed the students the meeting point for the 
workshop at 12.30pm before they then went off in their groups to 
go on the rides: Colossus, Nemesis Inferno, Swarm, Saw and many 
more.

At 12.15 we all met up for the workshop. It was slightly delayed 
which was very lucky for us as it started raining very hard while we 
were inside so we stayed dry. 

THORPE PARK TRIP – SEPTEMBER 2019
(cont.d)

The workshop was called ‘Guest Care’ and it looked at everything 
to do with customer service within Thorpe Park and the parent 
company ‘Merlin’. The students all got involved in the activities and 
answered questions.

After the workshop it was back on the rides for the students, which 
is the bit they most enjoyed. We arranged to meet up in the Dome 
before heading back to the coach for the long journey home. 
Everyone agreed they had had a very good day.

Mrs L Simpson
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Year 11 PPEs

Following half term, Year 11 sat their first set of PPEs.  Students had the experience of what it will be like 
to sit their examinations in the Summer and demonstrated an excellent attitude towards their education.  
Students were motivated and worked incredibly hard by attending revision sessions to ensure that they 
were successful.  I am incredibly proud of the fantastic attitude demonstrated by all of our students and 
look forward to them receiving their results on 27th November.

Miss Morris

Chris Chidume Assembly

On Thursday 10th October, Year 11 and Sixth Form students attended an 
assembly delivered by Chris Chidume.  Chris is an ex-student of St. John 
Fisher.  Despite experiencing difficulties during his GCSEs, Chris has gone on 
to successfully complete A-Levels and a degree in Business.  He is now the 
Assistant Vice President of Strategy at Barclays.

Chris’ story was inspiring and motivational and 
it was a real treat for our current students to see 
the opportunities open to them when they leave 
St. John Fisher.

Miss Morris

Football Match Vs Robert Napier

Year 8 Football Team

1. Ebrima Bojang GK 7. Jake Hand CM
2. Kyrese Leslie LB 8. Andrew Tomasoni CM
3. David Ngene CB 9. Ethan Cullen RM
4. David Miole CB 10. Ephraim Sarpong ST
5. Ezekiel Daniel RB 11. Farron Chime ST
6. Charlie Hudson LM 12. Elliot King

Another difficult fixture for the St John Fisher Year 8 team, against the Robert Napier School.  The team 
fought hard for the first 30 minutes through some very testing periods.  Unfortunately, we were 3-0 down 
as the half time whistle blew.  Robert Napier, an obviously well drilled team, managed to slot another four 
past Ebrima in the second Half.  However, goals in open play from Farron and Andrew and a well-placed 
penalty from Jake helped SJF onto the score sheet. We ended the match with a score of 7-3 to Robert 
Napier. If not for some outstanding saves from Ebrima, which would have been well received in the top 
levels of football, the goal tally could have been well past double figures.  The boys will pick themselves 
up and look forward to the next game. Well done, gentlemen!                                                         Mr S Gough
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2019 – 2020
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 2nd September 2019 to Friday 18th October 2019

Autumn Break Monday 21st October 2019 to Friday 25th October 2019

TERM 2 Monday 28th October 2019 to Friday 20th December 2019

Christmas Break Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020

TERM 3 Monday 6th January 2020 to Friday 14th February 2020

February Break Monday 17th February 2020 to Friday 21st February 2020

TERM 4 Monday 24th February 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020

Easter Break Monday 6th April 2020 to Friday 17th April 2020

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 10th April 2020

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 13th April 2020

TERM 5 Monday 20th April 2020 to Friday 22nd May 2020

Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 2020

May Break Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020

TERM 6 Monday 1st June 2020 to Tuesday 21st July 2020

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 2nd September 2019 – CPD in school
Open Day - Saturday 12th October 2019 – In school
School closed to Teachers - Friday 18th October 2019 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 20th December 2019 - School Closed

TERM 6 Friday 17th July 2020 - School Closed

TERM 6 Monday 20th  July 2020 - School Closed 

Term 6 Tuesday 21st July 2020 - School Closed

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


