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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

Welcome to our first newsletter of this school year. As I write, the students 
have nearly completed their first week of term; the new Year 7 students 
have settled in well and some excellent work has already been produced.

I wanted to issue July’s newsletter at this time so that we could report on our 
action-packed last weeks of summer. These were exciting days: we welcomed 
Year 6 students for transition days; took some of our outstanding pupils on 
reward trips to Bluewater and theme parks; held a very successful Sports 
Day and gave back to our community by raising money for local charities. 
You can read about these events, and more, inside the newsletter.

Writing now also allows me to update you about our August exam results. 
Our sixth formers produced great results which have enabled them to get 
into their universities of choice, and our GCSE results are our best-ever. I am 
extremely proud of our students’ achievements. I am also mindful that these 
brilliant results could not have been achieved without the support of their 
teachers and their families, and I would like to publicly extend my thanks to 
all Year 11 parents and carers.

Our new year is already exciting. Open Days for 2020-21’s Year 7 class begin 
on the 18th September and I encourage all prospective students and their 
families to visit. Plans for our new build are gathering pace and I look forward 
to being able to provide more detail about them in our next newsletter, 
which is due out at the end of September.

It is clear that we are going from strength to strength here at St. John Fisher. 
Thank you for being part of such a supportive community; together, we will 
achieve fantastic things this year.

God Bless,

Mrs. Lennon
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Year 7 Open Days – September and October 2019

 
We are delighted to announce our schedule of open days for the Autumn term:

Open Mornings

• An ideal opportunity to see the Lower Site school in action during a normal day
• Wednesday 18th September, 25th September, 2nd October, 9th October, 16th October and 30th October
• Each morning runs from 9am-11am (last entry 10.45am)
• Taking place at our Lower School Site, 79 Maidstone Road, ME4 6DP

Open Evening

• Meet teachers and current students – see the best that SJF has to offer
• Wednesday 9th October
• Runs from 6pm-8pm (last entry 7.45pm)
• Taking place at our Lower School Site, 79 Maidstone Road, ME4 6DP

Open Day

• Weekend open day to meet teachers and current students
• Saturday 12th October
• Runs from 9am-12pm (last entry 11.45am)
• Taking place at our Lower School Site, 79 Maidstone Road, ME4 6DP

Please note that we are not opening our Upper Site this year because Year 7 students starting in September 
2020 are unlikely to be educated there, instead moving straight to our new building. However, there will 
be opportunities to meet and talk to Upper School students at each of our Open Events.

In addition to this, if you wish to book an individual appointment with Mrs. Lennon, our Headteacher, we 
would be happy to accommodate you. Please contact the Headteacher’s PA at the school.

Miss V Walker
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A Level Results

Press Release: St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive School Sixth 
Form Results 2019

St John Fisher School is very pleased to announce our 2019 A Sixth Form 
Results. 

• 49% of all grades were equivalent to A or A*
• 57% of all grades were equivalent to A*- B
• 75% of all grades were equivalent to A*- C

This included the following outstanding student achievement:

• Dean Hughes (equivalent to four A* grades)
• Kacey Tattersall (equivalent to four A* grades)
• Anuoluwa Opemiyan (equivalent to four A* grades)
• Dayana Getova (three B grades)
• Megan Magee (three B grades)
• Sam Richardson (two B and one C grade)

We congratulate them on their achievements. 

Overall, our results are a mark of the effort and dedication shown by all 
our students and staff over the past two years.  SJF is proud of the class of 
2019; we look forward to their next steps in the world beyond our doors.

Mrs E Bailey

Historic Chatham Dockyard 

As part of the SJF Year 6 in to Year 7 Transition Programme, students coming to us in September were 
afforded the opportunity to visit The Historic Dockyard at Chatham. The objective of the visit was for 
students to meet their peers  and form friendships along with getting to know  SJF staff before attending  
in September, all helping to aid a smoother transition in to secondary school.

During the day, students got to step aboard the Cold War Submarine Ocelot, launched in 1962.  HM 
Submarine Ocelot was the last Royal Navy worship built at Chatham and apparently clocked up over 
90,000 miles and engaged in exercises and trials in nearly every corner of the world.

Students also got the opportunity to visit the quarter –mile long Victorian Ropery to observe how rope is 
made and also to make their own piece of rope.    

The day was fully interactive and all students had a fantastic day getting to know each other combined 
with learning the history of Chatham Dockyard with their new friends.

Mrs L Bennett 
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Year 11 Prom

On Friday 5th July, staff and Year 11 students celebrated at our Year 11 Prom.  This was a wonderful 
opportunity for students to celebrate their time at SJF. The students went all out with the ‘Night on the 
Red Carpet’ theme and looked amazing! Students were treated to a red carpet experience, mocktail and 
delicious buffet before dancing the night away. The event was full of laughter, a dance-off and some tears.  
The students were a credit to themselves and the school.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Prom Committee and all of the members of staff who 
made it possible to run this event.  

All of the staff at SJF would like to wish our Year 11 students the best of luck in their future endeavours.                                                                                                                                  
Miss Morris
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GCSE Results 2019

On Thursday 22nd August, Year 11 students came to SJF to pick up their results. 
We are pleased to say that the students did brilliantly!

• 56% of students achieved a grade ‘4’ pass or higher in both English and Maths
• 70% of all students achieved a grade ‘4’ pass or higher in English
• 63% of all students achieved a grade ‘4’ pass or higher in Maths
• 39% of all grades were equivalent to grade ‘5’ pass or higher
• 56% of all grades were equivalent to grade ‘4’ pass or higher

This included the following outstanding student achievement:

• Marcus Hernandez (six grade ‘9’, one ‘Distinction *’, one grade ‘8’, one grade  7’, 
one grade ‘6’)

• Ruby Trott (one grade ‘9’, four grade ‘8’, four grade ‘7’, one grade ‘4’)
• Weronika Wszola (one grade ‘9’, three grade ‘8’, two grade ‘7’, two grade ‘6’,

one grade ‘5’, one ‘Merit’)
• Manu Sibichan (one grade ‘9’, four grade ‘8’, one grade ‘7’, two grade ‘6’, one

grade ‘5’, one ‘Merit’)
• Khateba Aktar (one grade ’9’, two grade ‘8’, two grade ‘7’, four grade ‘’6’)

We are delighted with these results, as they are proof of the changed culture 
and extremely high aspirations at St. John Fisher. Mrs. Lennon said that ‘I am 
incredibly proud of my students and would like to thank their families, primary 
teachers and my staff for all their efforts.’ Head of Year 11, Miss Morris, said ‘We 
are thrilled with the hard work and effort our students have put in to secure their 
GCSE results.’

Many of our pupils will continue being part of SJF’s community in our sixth form, 
and we will empower them to achieve their dreams; others are going on to local 
grammar schools, colleges and apprenticeships. We wish all our students luck in 
their bright futures.

Miss V Walker
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Year 10 Educational Visit Kent University

On the 10th July, a selection of students from Year 10 visited our partner university The University of 
Kent to get a taste of university life. In the morning they took part in guided tours of the campus and 
accommodation facilities, and in the afternoon they attended seminars regarding university applications 
and finance.

The students enjoyed visiting the university halls and seeing what modern university accommodation looks 
like and many were impressed with the new modern buildings that the university has built in Medway. 
The seminars in the afternoon were useful in helping the students understand the application process for 
university and making the right choices post 16 to enable them to follow the career paths that they aspire 
to. 

Mr D O’Halloran

Praise for Year 12 summer school attendees

During the summer holidays, two of our Year 12 students, Lily Woodham and Daniel 
Waters, attended the University of Kent summer school to get a taste of university life. 
Both expressed how immensely they enjoyed the experience and how it has shaped 
their decisions for the future. These students were an absolute credit to the school and 
themselves during their time away with Kent University, so much so that the university 
contacted us to comment:

‘Lily and Daniel were exemplary Y12 summer school students and brilliant young people 
with undoubtedly bright futures ahead. They fully engaged with the opportunities 
available to them and they should feel very proud of what they managed to accomplish 
in a short amount of time.’

Mr D O’Halloran

Year 7 Trip to Boulogne-sur-Mer

On the 16th July, Year 7 students took a trip across the Channel 
and visited Boulogne-sur-Mer in Northern France. The students 
took a trip on a cross-channel ferry, and enjoyed a visit to the 
spectacular aquarium at Nausicäa, where they saw a huge 
variety of marine life including sharks, manta rays, sea lions, 
caimans, and much more. The students were blown away by 
Europe’s largest tank, and in particular thoroughly enjoyed the 
touch pools. Students went down to the beach after their visit 
and many of them tried out their French on the local ice-cream 
seller! We then took a trip to the hypermarket, where students loaded up on chocolate, biscuits and other 
French goodies. The students’ behaviour was absolutely outstanding and a credit to the school. 

Mr P Charlton
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Sports Day 2019

On Thursday 18th July 2019, approximately 550 students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 arrived at Medway Park 
for the annual whole school St John Fisher Sports Day.  The best of the best had been selected to compete 
for their house in the traditional athletic events.  Other students from each house were there to cheer on 
their house and compete against the other houses in a range of fun sporting activities.  

The day started with the arrival of the students in the middle of the track for the opening ceremony.  As 
the clock ticked 9.00 am, the fun and games started.  

The first events saw Year 7 and 8 starting in the field events (the shot putt, javelin and long jump) and the 
Year 9 and 10 students on the track.  With the sun struggling to break through the clouds, the students had 
the perfect conditions to set some new school records.  Later in the day, year groups swapped disciplines, 
Year 7 and 8 moving onto the track and Year 9 and 10 moving onto the field events.

I’m delighted to announce the winners as follows:  

Year Group Results

Position Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
1st St Lucy                  St Paul               St Michael St Rose
2nd St Paul                  St Paul                  St Paul                  St Paul                  
3rd St Peter                St Peter                St Peter                St Peter                
4th St Rose                 St Michael           St Lucy                  St Michael             
5th St Michael           St Peter                St Peter                St Paul                  
6th St Mary                St Lucy                  St Paul                  St Lucy        
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Overall Winner

Position House

1st St Rose

2nd St Paul

3rd St Michael

4th St Mary

5th St Lucy

6th St Peter

The PE department would like to thank all staff, without whom the day would not have been successful. 
We are incredibly grateful and appreciative of all the hard work staff put in on the day.  We would also like 
to thank and congratulate all students who participated in the athletics. You all showed fantastic courage 
and determination and we are very proud of you! The students who spectated and cheered on their 
class mates were exceptional. You all made the day so special with an electric atmosphere. Thank you to 
everyone. 

Mr S Gough
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TAG Day

The final day of the summer term was a non uniform day with students 
donating £1 to raise money for local charities. 

A portion of the total money raised on the day was used to buy supplies for 
the Medway Food Bank. The Medway Foodbank first opened in 2011 and 
there are now eight foodbanks in Medway supporting local communities. 
It is funded by local churches and community groups working together to 
provide emergency food packages for families in need. All food given out 
by the Foodbank is donated by the local community.

Further information on how you can help the Medway Foodbank can be 
found on their website: medway.foodbank.org.uk or by searching Medway 
Foodbank on Facebook or Twitter. They have a number of collection points 
in supermarkets around Medway where you can donate food. There is 
also a list of much needed items on their website. Please check this or 
contact them before buying items to ensure that you are able to provide 
the things that they need most.

Thank you to all those who took part and donated money on the non-
uniform day. A little from everyone helped make a big difference to many 
others. 

Mr S Halligan
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Medway PSG ADHD 2019

OPEN MEETINGS   Cost £1

DON’T MISS!

Monday Afternoon & Evening

12:30pm & 7pm.  Room L1

Please check in at Reception at 12:30pm

Monday 9th Sept. 12:30pm & 7:00pm

Mandie Lucas. Marlborough Centre.

Dealing with Anxiety

Monday 7th Oct. 12:30 & 7:00pm.

Sarah Richards. Self Harming

Share a coffee with people who listen
Chatham Grammar School for Girls, Rainham Rd. Gillingham ME5 7EH

Tel:  Lesley Lucock: 01634   851312     email:lesley.lucock@btopenworld.com

Lisa Scarrott  
www.medwaypsgadhd.wixsite.com/adhd

Thorpe Park and Chessington

On Wednesday 17th July, students from Years 7-10 who had been identified as having scored the most 
positive points throughout the year were offered the opportunity to attend rewards trips to Thorpe Park 
and Chessington World of Adventures. The venues for the trip were suggested by students from the school 
council, who represent all year groups across the school, and reflected what the students felt they would 
enjoy as a reward for all of their hard work during the year.

We took 50 students from Years 7 and 8 to Chessington and 50 from Years 9 and 10 to Thorpe Park. The 
feedback from students and the staff who accompanied them was that they had a really fun, enjoyable 
day.

We would like to congratulate all students on their efforts last year and look forward to offering more 
exciting opportunities to students in the coming year.

Miss T Chapman
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SJF First Summer Fete 12th July 2019

We held our first ever Summer Fete on the 12th of July. The Fete was open to all members of the St John 
Fisher community and was attended by over 100 people.

It provided a great opportunity for our new Year 7 pupils and their families to come to the school and meet 
with staff and each other. The Fete was also attended by our Dean Fr. Bart and Cllr. Vince Maple.

The event was a huge success and all those who attended enjoyed playing games, an Art display, 
refreshments and even free ice-cream.

We plan to build on this success by having a Summer Fete every year, so please come along to the next 
one!                                                                                                                                                    Mr G McCaughan

Transition Day 4th July 2019

On Thursday 4th July we held our Transition Day in school. Transition Day 
gives all of our New Year 7 students an opportunity to meet staff and make 
new friends. The day is also designed to support the students’ journey in to 
secondary school in a fun and engaging way. 

The key messages on the day were the importance of working as a team, the 
importance of working hard and achieving goals, first impressions, celebrating 
achievements and debunking myths and fears about secondary school. 

Examples of the activities included ‘NASA- Crash Landing on the Moon’. This 
activity needed the students to rank a list of 15 objects individually from the 
most important to the least important and then employ group consensus 
before presenting back to all students their top 3 most important items.

Other activities included a collaborative piece of art work being produced.  
The key message from this piece of collaborative work lies in the fact that all 
of the students, irrespective of their individual artistic abilities, contributed
to the success of the project and consequently a sense of achievement is shared by all students. 

Throughout the day, individual students were selected by staff to be awarded a certificate for their 
contribution to their group, communication skills, working as a team member and leadership skills.   
The day was fantastic, the art work was outstanding, engagement of activities was great to see and all staff 
involved on delivering the day were brilliant. 

Thank you to all students and staff for a wonderful day.                                                                   Mrs L Bennett
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Summer School 2019

In the final week of the summer holidays (27 and 28 August), over half of 
our New Year 7s attended   the SJF summer school. The aim of our Summer 
School programme is to help new students get to know SJF and feel more 
comfortable before the start of the new term, as well as giving students the 
opportunity to take part in a range of activities with the aim of raising their 
aspirations about their future, particularly through the Arts.  

Both days consisted of activities which required the students to work in teams, 
problem solve and use their leadership skills in their assigned form groups. 
Activities were also designed to bring out the students’ competiveness as 
our Summer school culminates in a friendly competition for form groups to 
compete for the ultimate ‘Summer School Shield’ (introduced last year and 
won by St Peter) but also house points for their respective houses.

The two days were a huge success and it was great to see so many parents 
watching their children receive certificates. All students and myself  would  
like to take this opportunity to  say thank you to  Daisy, who delivered the 
drama workshop, and Laura, who delivered ‘ Nature’s Alphabet from Ideas 
Test. We are also grateful to the SJF staff who gave up their time.

It was very clear to see from the enjoyment on the students’ faces that they 
clearly enjoyed the two days and we must not forget a huge congratulations 
to St Paul for winning the Summer School Shield! 

Mrs L Bennett 
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Bluewater

As part of our ongoing commitment to rewarding students, we held our termly reward event during the 
last week of term.

On Tuesday 16th July we held our prize draw for Bluewater vouchers. To be entered into the draws, 
students had to earn rewards slips on Behaviour Watch in the two weeks prior to the draw. A bronze slip 
earned a place in the £25 draw, a silver a place in the £50 draw and a gold or Headteacher’s award a place 
in the £75 draw. There was no limit to the number of entries a student could have into each draw. The 
winning students, with permission from parents and carers, were then taken to Bluewater straight from 
school to spend their hard earned prizes. 

The winning students were as follows:

Years 7 & 8

Yican Ali

Nadia Kowal

Marialisa Gjoni

Years 9 & 10

£25- Kian Caswell

£50- Ethan Hawley

£75- Harvey Avers

Congratulations to the winners and to all students who worked so hard to earn their places in the draws.

Miss T Chapman
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2019 – 2020
START TO FINISH

TERM 1 Monday 2nd September 2019 to Friday 18th October 2019

Autumn Break Monday 21st October 2019 to Friday 25th October 2019

TERM 2 Monday 28th October 2019 to Friday 20th December 2019

Christmas Break Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020

TERM 3 Monday 6th January 2020 to Friday 14th February 2020

February Break Monday 17th February 2020 to Friday 21st February 2020

TERM 4 Monday 24th February 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020

Easter Break Monday 6th April 2020 to Friday 17th April 2020

Good Friday – Bank Holiday 10th April 2020

Easter Monday – Bank Holiday 13th April 2020

TERM 5 Monday 20th April 2020 to Friday 22nd May 2020

Bank Holiday Friday 8th May 2020

May Break Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020

TERM 6 Monday 1st June 2020 to Tuesday 21st July 2020

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

TERM 1
Monday 2nd September 2019 – CPD in school
Open Day - Saturday 12th October 2019 – In school
School closed to Teachers - Friday 18th October 2019 in lieu of open day

TERM 2 Friday 20th December 2019 - School Closed

TERM 6 Friday 17th July 2020 - School Closed

TERM 6 Monday 20th  July 2020 - School Closed 

Term 6 Tuesday 21st July 2020 - School Closed

Please note that in accordance with the local and national guidelines, 
St John Fisher do not authorise holidays during term time.


